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To  her  Royal  Hlghnefs  the 

Princefs  SOP  HI  A 

Of  HANOVER, 

The  next  declared  Succefior 

by  A dfc  of  Parliament  to  the  Im¬ 
perial  Crowns  of  England y  France , 
and  Ireland y  after  her  prefent  Ma- 
jefty  Queen  JNN  and  her 
IlTue. 


r 


May  it  pleaje  your  Highnefs ? 

^ ~®~  "**  H  E  Author  whom  I  pre- 
fume  to  offer  to  your  Roy- 

■  Patronage  tranflated  into 

■  hath  been  by  all  acknow- 

ledged  to  have  drawn  the  Picture  of 
^  excellent  Ionian  Emperor, 

fiUed  tip  for  the  common  Good  and 
Safety  of  Mankind.  Twas  not  a 

&  £  near 


iv  The  Dedication . 
near  Alliance,  Affinity,  or  Confan- 
guinicy  that  advanc'd  him  to  the  Im¬ 
perial  Purple, but  an  abfoluce  Necef- 
fity  to  put  a  check  and  flop  to  the  im¬ 
pending  Fate  of  th e^oman  Empire. 
'Tis  no  new  thing  it  Teems  for  Prin¬ 
ces  when  in  power  to  forget  the  Rea- 
fons  of  their  Inftitution;  and  inftead 
of  being  nurfing  Fathers  to  their  Peo¬ 
ple,  to  become  Oppreffors,  Tyrants, 
and  common  Pefts  to  the  whole 
World.  Thus  did  the  Emperors  Ti¬ 
berius ,  Caligula,  and  Dmitian , 

whole  Hiftories  are  well  known, 
behave  themfelves  ,•  till  having  de¬ 
viated  from  all  the  Rules  of  Vertue, 
and  abandon’d  themfelves  to  all 
manner  of  Luft  and  Cruelty,  they  all 
died  detefted,  and  moft  of  them  ob¬ 
tain'd  the  juft  Reward  of  their  Impie¬ 
ty.  Much  has  been  ever  attributed 
to  good  and  gracious  Princes,  and 
happy  it  were  if  their  Vertues  could 
be  tranfmicted  to  their  Poftericies ; 
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that  their  Succeffions  might  remain 
for  ever  without  Interruption.  But 
as  it  is  known  and  avowed  by  all 
wife  and  good  Men,  that  Princes 
from  the  firft  were  inftituted  for 
the  Good  and  Benefit  of  Mankind  ; 
fo  when  neither  Senfe  of  Duty  to 
God,  nor  Regard  of  Men  can  in¬ 
duce  them  to  execute  the  father¬ 
ly  Office  of  a  Prince  :  When  Luft 
and  Violence,  Oppreffion  and  Cru¬ 
elty  hecome  the  only  Study  of 
their  Lives,  and  conftant  Tenor  of 
their  Actions ;  what  can  their  Sub- 
jefts  do,  but  out  of  pity  to  them- 
lelves  fihakeofF  the  Yoke,  and  de¬ 
volve  the  Care  of  the  Common 
Welfare  into  fafei-  and  better 
Hands l 

Tis  a  great  Misfortune  to  the 
World,  that  Religion,  which  a- 
bove  all  other  things  fliould  make 
Men  good,  is  in  thefe  latter  Ages 
fo  very  much  perverted,  that  inftead 
A  3  of 
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of  inculcating  to  Sovereign  Princes 
the  great  and  important  Duties  of 
their  Charge,  it  hath  notorioufly  infi- 
nuated  far  contrary  Principles,  and, 
to  gratify  the  Ambition  and  Ava¬ 
rice  of  Church-men,  hath  pull’d 
down  and  ruin’d  the  lawful  and 
juft  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the 
greateft  Part  of  Europe.  The  Po¬ 
licy  is  now  well  known,  tho  pAlt 
Remedy,  efpecially  in  thofe  Coun¬ 
tries  where  the  Popifh  Religion  is 
eftablifhed :  provided  the  Prince 
protects  the  Church,  that  is  the  Ec- 
clefiafticks,  in  their  vaft  Effaces, 
difiolute  Immunities,  and  Exemp¬ 
tions  from  the  Civil  Authority  and 
Jurifdidion,  they  never  fail  to  afiift 
the  Prince  in  pillaging  the  Laity, 
and  making  it  Rebellion,  Here- 
fy,  Death,  and  Damnation  for 
Subjeds  to  difpute  their  Authority, 
or  to  have  the  Courage  to  de¬ 
fend  their  Own  againft  the  mpft 

'  Exor- 
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Exorbitant  Demands  or  moll  Ille¬ 
gal  Exadtions  of  their  Sovereigns. 
This  is  properly  Popery,  and  the 
pernicious  Principle  which  the  good1 
People  of  England  ought  for  ever 
to  be  upon  their  Guard  againft. 
Nor  areChriftian  Princes  lefs  con¬ 
cern'd  to  fupport  their  own  law¬ 
ful  Prerogatives,  than  their  Subjects 
are  to  maintain  their  juft  Rights 
and  Properties,  for  it  hath  been 
vilible  for  many  Ages,  that  this 
Exorbitant  Power  of  the  Church 
hath  enlarged  it  felf  into  the  Ter¬ 
ritories  of  all  Chriftian  Princes 
whatloever ;  the  Royal  Authority 
hath  been  by  it  fubjedted  to  the 
Papal,  fo  that  no  Prince  who  hath 
had  the  Courage  to  difpute  it,  hath 
been  able  to  enjoy  Peace  in  his 
own  Dominions;  for  the  Pope 
hath  conftantly  an  Army  ready 
within  their  own  Territories,  ?$ 
many  Janizaries  as  there  arePriefts, 
A  4  Friars 
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Friars,  Monks  and  Jefuits,  and  a§ 
many  Cittadels  and  Caftles  as  there 
are  Monafteries  and  religious  Houfes. 
All  thele  are  fubfervient  to  bis  pre= 
tended  Holinefs,  wherever  they  are 
feated  or  refide.  Upon  Excommu¬ 
nication  thundre^l  forth  againft  any 
Chriftian  Prince  who  proves  an  ot> 
ftinate  or  fullen  Son  of  the  Church, 
his  Subjects  fhall  immediately  be  ab- 
folv'd  their  Oaths  of  Allegiance, and  a 
Clement  fi'arnet  y  or  ^aV  ail  lac  fhall  think 
they  do  God  good  Service  to  kill  or 
murder  him, 

*Tis  not,  God  knows, Religion  all 
this  while,  or  a  Pious  concern  for 
the  Salvation  of  Mens  Souls,  that 
makes  this  ftir  in  the  World,  but 
the  Ambition  and  Tyranny  of  the 
Clergy,  to  lord  it  over  their  fellow 
Creatures, and  to  maintain  themfelves 
in  Pomp,  in  Pride  and  in  Luxury,  to 
have  the  fecular  Prince  become  their 
Yaffal,  to  kifs  their  Feet,  and  d,o  their 
*  ' . .  '  ;  ‘  drucf 
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drudgeriea.  The  reft  of  the  World 
are  but  their  Beafts  of  Burden, 
Mules  and  Aflfes,  bred  up  at  leaft  in 
equal  Ignorance,  and  fo  they  yield 
an  irnplicke  paffive  Obedience  to 
what  the  Church  commands  ,*  Tis  no 
matter  what  other  notions  they  have 
of  Religion,  whether  any  or  none  at 
all.  How  much  happier  thofe  Coun¬ 
tries  are  who  have  freed  themfelves 
from  this  worfe  than  Egyptian  Bon¬ 
dage,  every  unprejudic’d  Perfon  who 
bath  travel’d  abroad  well  knows. 
But  how  many  fteps  have  been  made 
among  us  for  returning  back  to  it 
again,  'tisa  fhame  to  think#  I  will 
not  prefume  to  mention  any  thing 
that  flhall  be  reflecting  on  any  of  our 
Kings  fince  James  the  Firft,  fur¬ 
ther  than  what  is  obvious  to  every 
confidering  Man  in  England,  who 
remembers  the  Reign  and  Exit  of 
James  the  Second.  Tis  well  known 
that  the  Proteftant  Religion,  and 

par- 
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particularly  the  Church  of  England 
as  by  Law  eftabliflhed,  were  ftruck 
at  •  the  Bifhops  imprifoned,  our 
Foundations  and  Colleges  in  the 
Univerfity  violently  feiz'd  and  en¬ 
tered  :  A  DiJpenfing  Power  was  Jet 
up  in  the  State,  the  Charters  of  the 
City  ofLondon^nd  of  mo  ft  other  Cor¬ 
porations  in  England  condemn’d  and 
fe'z’d  ;  Ireland  put  into  Popifh  hands, 
with  many  other  particulars.  But  to 
compleat  and  perpetuate  our  Ruin, 
a  fuppofititious  and  pretended  Prince 
of  Wales  was  impos'd  and  obtruded 
upon  the  three  Kingdoms.  Thefe 
were  in  truth  the  Hardfbips  that  her 
prefect  Majefty  and  the  Nation  un¬ 
derwent  :  But  God  be  praifed  for 
tInofe  mod  excellent  and  never  to  be 
Forgotten  Princes,  King  William  and 
Queen  SMary ,  whom  the  Divine 
Goodnefs  raifed  up  to  be  the  Inftru- 
ments  of  our  Deliverance.  I  might 
here  have  a  very  Copious  Subjed  to 
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enlarge  upon,  were  I  capable  to  be¬ 
come^  Panegyrift,  and  might  very 
properly  apply  the  Parallel  from-  my 
Author:  but  as  I  well  know  they 
abhor d  any  thing  that  look'd  like 
Flattery  whilft  they  liv'd,  $o  l  will 
not  prefume  to  pollute  their  Sepul¬ 
chers  with  it  now  they  are  Dead. 
Be  it  fufficient  that  through  their  en¬ 
deavours,  by  God's  afliftance,  we  are 
neither  Slaves  nor  forc'd  to  become 
Papifts ;  and  that  if  in  any  thing  they 
fail'd, ’twas  not  to  be  imputed  to  a 
want  of  Inclination  in  them  to  have 
done  us  much  more  good,  but  to  the 
Iniquity  of  the  times  they  liv'd  in  that 
would  not  fuffer  them.  God  Al¬ 
mighty  for  our  Sins  hath  remov'd 
them  from  us,but  to  a  far  more  happy 
Station  for  them,  where  the  Society 
of  Saints  and  Angels  infinitely  out¬ 
weighs  the  perverfe  Condudl  and 
thwarting  Tempersof  too  too  many 
that  difturb’d  their  Quiet,  and  ob- 

ftru£t- 
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ftrudfed  their  compleating  what  they 
had  fo  happily  begun,  and  moll  un¬ 
doubtedly  defign'd  to  finifh,  that  is, 
the  Peace  of  Europe ,  and  particular¬ 
ly  the  Prosperity  of  thefe  three  Na¬ 
tions,  together  with  the  common 
good  of  the  Reform’d  Religion 
throughout  the  World.  The  Lofs, 
*tis-true,is  mod  Deplorable  ;  yetftill 
the  fame  good  Providence  that  raif- 
ed  up  them,  hath  preferv’d  a  Suc- 
ceflfor,  her  prefent  Majefty  Queen 
iNN,  who  now  glorioufly  fills  the 
Throne, and  may  her  Reign  be  Long 
and  Profperous.  She  hath  begun 
very  Aufpicioufly  in  feconding 
the  good  intentions  of  the  late  King, 
by  confirming  his  Alliances  abroad, 
and  undertaking  a  juft  and  neceffa- 
ry  War  for  the  defence  of  Chriften- 
dom.  But  in  nothing  hath  her  Roy¬ 
al  Bounty  been  more  acceptable 
than  in  her  Declaration  for  continu¬ 
ing  the  Succeflion  in  the  Proteftant 

Line, 
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Line,  and  as  a  Confirmation  of  it,  or¬ 
dering  your  Highneffes  Royal  Name 
to  be  inferted  in  the  Liturgy  and  pub- 
lick  Prayers,  May  a  good  under- 
ftanding  ever  be  maintain'd  becween 
you ;  for  upon  your  agreement  or  dis¬ 
agreement  depend  the  hopes  and  fears 
not  only  of  England  but  ■  of  Europe. 
Great  Opportunities  are  now  put  into 
both  your  hands  of  doing  infinite 
Good  to  Mankind  in  general :  the  re¬ 
ducing  of  the  exorbitant  Power  of 
France, 2nd  bringing  the  other  Powers 
of  Europe  to  a  jufter  Ballance,  are  Glo¬ 
rious  Undertakings.  Next  to  this, 
the  adjufting  the  Sovereign  Power, 
and  the  Peoples  Liberties  to  a  true  and 
rational  Standard,  are  no  lefs  valuable 
at  home  ;  and  chiefly  fince  the  very 
Fundamentals  of  our  Engli[h  Confti- 
tution  have  by  length  of  time  and 
other  accidents  been  greatly  altered  ; 
to  preferve  our  Government  upon 
its  antient  Bafts,  that  the  Clafhing 
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of  Prerogative  and  Liberty  do  not 
one  day  call  us  either  into  a  Defpo- 
tick  Tyranny  or  an  Anarchical  Con- 
fufion.  The  former  of  thefe  Conli- 
derations  took  up  the  whole  bufinefs 
of  the  laft  Reign,  and  her  prefent 
Majefty  feerns  to  have  Work  cut 
out  of  the  lame  fort  to  employ  many 
Years  upon.  The  beft  Oppor¬ 
tunity  that  ever  fell  into  any  Princes 
Hands  to  have  fettled  thefe  divided 
Nations,happen'd  to  K.  Charles  ILbut 
he  had  other  Objedts  to  divert  him. 
The  conteft  between  the  Crown 
and  Subject,  which  had  been  fatal 
to  his  Royal  Father,  was  left  by  him 
in  a  manner  juft  as  it  was  when  the 
late  War  began ;  and  in  his  SuCceffor 
K.  James  lid's  days,  that  was  o- 
lyand  barefac’dly  avowed, which  in 
former  days  had  been  but  fiifpeded. 
aTis  now  to  be  hoped,  that  .experi¬ 
ence  hath,  or  one  day  will  fatisfy  e- 
very  Man*  that  the  thing  this  King- 
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dom  wants,  is  only  a  Prince  fo  far 
at  eafe  from  Foreign  Wars,  as  to  have 
Leifure  to  look  after  out  Conftituti- 
on  at  home,  and  to  have  a  Will  as 
well  as  Power  to  take  care  of  it: 
Whofoever  fhall  take  a  view  of  the 
Alterations  which  have  happened  in 
our  Government,  muftlook  back  at 
lead  as  far  as  to  the  Reign  of  K» 
Henry  VII.  What  it  was  before, 
and  what  it  ought  to  be  always,  at 
lead  in  great  mealure,  hath  been  de¬ 
livered  by  that  Eminent  Englifh 
Lawyer  and  great  Statefman  Sir 
John  Fortefcue 3  who  was  Chief  Juftice 
and  Lord  Chancellor  to  &.  Henry 
VI.  and  wrote  his  incomparable 
Book  de  Laudibm  Legum  Anglia  for  the 
ufe  of  Prince  Edward  that  King's  only 
Son.  Tho  the  Book  be  of  fo  long 
ftanding,  yet  its  Age  derogates  no¬ 
thing  from  its  Value.  That  unfortu¬ 
nate  Prince  lived  not  to  make  ufe  of 
it,  being  unhappily  flain  in,  or  ra¬ 
ther 
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ther  daughter ’d  the  next  day  after 
the  Battel  of  Tewkesbury.  Under  K 
Edward  IV-  and  %iebard  III.  the 
Conftitution  remain’d  the,  fame; 
and  fo  down  to  K.  Henry  Wl.  the 
Perfons  only,  not  the  Government 
being  changed.  But  that  provi¬ 
dent  King  having  in  his  own  time 
feen  to  what  height  of  Power  the 
Nobility  were  rifen,  fo  high  that 
one  fingle  Perfon,  Ne^il  Earl  of  War¬ 
wick  and  Salisbury ,  and  eldeft  Son  to 
the  Houfe  of  Wejhnoreland ,  was  capa¬ 
ble  to  pull  down  Henry  V  I.  and 
fee  up  Edward  IV.  and'  then  to 
encounter  him  again  in  the  Field,  and 
drive  him  out  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
but  for  an  accident  that  befel  the  faid 


Earl  and  his  Brother  the  Marquifs  of 
Mont  acute  at  fi  arntt  Fight, to  have  been 
able  to  do  what  they  ,plea(ed ;  I  fay, 
this  great  and  wife  K.  Hen.  Vlb  be¬ 
thinks  him  how  to  put  a  flop  to;  this 
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but  the  Remedy  hath  proved  worfe  to 
the  Crown  chan  the  Difeafe,  and  by 
degrees  hath  brought  on  other  In¬ 
fractions,  Which  haveabfolutely  bro¬ 
ken  the  Ballance  of  our  ancient  Eng~ 
lift  Conftitiirion,  as  (hall  befhewn. 
The  ancient  Nobility  of  England y  who 
held  of  the  Crown  by  Barony,  was 
great  and  powerful,  fince  the  Policy 
of  K.  Hen.  ytb 3  who  allowed  them 
to  alienate  their  Fees,  and  yet  rerain 
their  Peerage.  The  vaft  Effaces  that 
have  been  forfeited  by  Attainders, 
theMiferies  of  the  late  Civil  War, 
and  the  loofe  and  extravagant  way 
of  living  altogether  in  London ,  fince 
the  Reftoration  of  K.  Cb.  2 dy  have 
brought  the  Nobility  too  Low. 
However,  for  their  Honour  be  it  fpo- 
ken,  they  have  in  the  two  laft  Parlia¬ 
ments  gain’d  more  upon  the  Af¬ 
fections  of  the  People  of  England,  t  han 
at  any  time  for  almoft  thefe  two 
hundred  Years  laft  paft.  The  real 
B  Wealth 
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Wealth  of  England  confifts  un¬ 
doubtedly  in  Landj  and  it  feems 
to  me  that  antiently  the  Crown, 
the  Church,  the  Nobility,  and  the 
Commons  held  alrooft  equal  Shares. 
How  the  Nobility  came  to  fail, 
hath  been  faid  already.  The  great 
Diminution  fuffered  by  the 
Church,  was  under  King  Henry 
the  VIU.  and  by  the  vaft  profufi- 
on  of  King  James  the  Firft  and  his 
Succeffors ;  ( nay  Queen  Eliza¬ 

beth  her  felf  was  even  too  boun¬ 
tiful.)  The  Crown  Lands  and 
Fee-farm  Rents  have  been  in  a  man¬ 
ner  totally  diflipated,  lb  that  the 
vaft  Bulk  both  of  Land  and  Trade 
now  manifeftly  remains  among  the 
Commons  of  England.  What  ef¬ 
fects  thefe  Alterations  in  our  An- 
tient  Conftitution  have  produ¬ 
ced  within  the  time  that  palled 
between  the  Death  of  King  Henry 
the  Seventh,  and  the  miferable 
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Fall  of  King  Q juries  the  Firft, which 
makes  no  more  than  one  hundred 
forty  nine  Years,  I  leave  to  any  that 
have  read  thofe  Hiftories,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  the  beginning  and  ending 
of  our  late  Civil  War.  Without 
the  Benevolence  then  of  the  Com¬ 
mons  of  England,  the  Crown 
hath  at  this  day  little  or  no  Revenue, 
either  to  fupport  it  felf,  the  Civil 
Lift,  or  to  carry  on  Foreign  Wars  or 
Treaties :  So  that  if  it  be  an  undifpu- 
table  Maxim ,  1  bat  where  the  Wealth 

of  a  Nation  lies,  there  will  be  the  Tow¬ 
er  ,  it  looks  as  tho  the  danger  of 
falling  under  a  Popular,  rather  than 
a  Regal  Government,  feem’d  molt 
to  threaten.  But  the  effect  hath  al¬ 
ready  fliewn  the  contrary  :  For 
when  in  the  late  Times  the  Crown 
was  fatally  fallen,  and  the  Houle 
of  Lords  laid  by  as  ufelefs  and 
dangerous, the  U fur  per  found  it  would 
not  hold  •  and  therefore,  tho  with 
B  i  but 
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but  the  name  of  a  Protestor,  he 
had  affum'd  a  greater  and  more 
boundlefs  Authority  than  any  of 
our  ^  Kings  before  him,  he  was 
forc’d  to  fet  up  another  Houfe 
of  Lords,  fuch  as  they  were  ; 
and  when  He  went  off  the 
Stage,  and  the  Power  feem’d 
to  be  reverted  back  again  to  the 
Commons,  what  had  we  but  Con- 
fufion  for  about  two  Years  ?  and 
were  then  forc'd  to  call  home 
the  Royal  Family,  and  with 
them  to  reftore  our  Antient  Form 
of  Government.  There  is  fome- 
what  thats  Generous  in  the 
Nature  of  our  Englifh  Gentry  to 
be  govern'd  by  our  Reprefen- 
tatives,  who  are  in  effect  no 
other  than  our  Servants.  We 
muft  have  a  Sovereign  at  the  Head 
of  us.  The  great  Art  of  manage- 
fnent  be  for  the  Crown  to  be 
in  lnterejl ,  as  ’tis  in  Authority ,  the 
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Head  and  Qbief  of  the  Commonwealth , 
and  to  have  no  fcparate  Intereft 
from  it.  The  Simily  will  hold 
here  between  a  Body  Politick  and 
a  Body  Natural.  Twas  well  ob- 
ferv’d^by  a  Foreigner,  as  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Temple  relates  ic,  that  Un  P(oy  d9 
Engleterre ,  qui  Vent  eft  re  I’bomme  de  fon 
Peuple,  eft  le  plus  Grand  Prince  du 
monde  .  mats  f  il  Vent  ejlre  autre  chofey 
11  n  eft  plus  par  Dieu  (ftjen :  that 
is,  A  Kftng  of  England,  who  refolVcs 
to  he  Beloved  of  his  People ,  is  the 
greatef  Prince  in  the  World:  But 
if  it  le  otherwife is  from  thence¬ 
forth  juft  nothing  at  all.  Let 
but  the  People  of  England  be 
well  fatisfied  that  the  Crown  de- 
figns  only  the  publick  Welfare, 
to  adminifter  Juflice  equally 
and  duly,  to  maintain  the  pub- 
lick  Peace  at  home  and  A- 
broad,  to  protect  every  indivi¬ 
dual  peaceable  Man  in  the  pro- 
B  3  feffion 
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feflion  of  his  Religion,  and  in 
his  Property  :  Lee  che  Nobdity 
be  advanc'd,  the  Chinch  of  Eng¬ 
land  maintain’d,  the  i  Hopes  of 
the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales 
and  his  Abettors  be  extinguifh’d, 
Trade  prefer vd,  and  the  Com- 
mois  cherifh'd,  and  there  can 
no  Danger  arife  from  a  Repub¬ 
lican  or  Commonwealth  Par¬ 
ty  in  England.  A  King  or.  (  Aieen 
of  England,  who  adfs  upon  theie 
Principles,  (hall  for  ever  have  the 
Hearts  of  their  People  $  and  then, 
like  Queen  Eli^ibah,  they  fhall 
never  want  their  Pmfes  to  (up- 
port  the  Dignity  ot  the  Crown. 
As  we  are  well  farisfied  that  this 
is  the  only  aim  o(  her  prefent 
Majefty,  fo  we  have  allured  hopes 
that  in  cafe  of  her  Demife,  which 
we  pray  God  long  to  defer, 
your  Highnefs,  or  at  lead  your 
pofterity,  will  in  all  refpebls  pro- 
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ceed  and  follow  Her  Example. 
And  thac  both  Her  Majefty  and 
your  Highnefs  may  be  ever  hap¬ 
py  in  fuch  Councils,  is  the  hearty 
prayer  of  every  true  Englifk  Man, 
who  wifhes  the  common  Good 
and  Welfare  of  his  Country,  efpjcial- 

ly> 


MadaMj  that  of 
Your  Highneffes  mod  Humble, 
and  Mod  Devoted  Servant^ 


G.  SMITH ; 


errata. 

PAG.  14.  1.19,20.  r.  openly.  P.  17.  1. 9*  r*  pow¬ 
erful.  But  the  Policy ,  &c.  1.  1 2.  put ;  after  Peer¬ 

age.  P.  18.  1.  1 2.  dele  the  Semicolon.  1. 1 4.  dele  the  full 
point.  P.20.  l.i$.  r.  too.  P.30.  1.  10.  r.  themfelvesc 
p.4 6.  I.27.  t. receiv'd.  P.  $3.  1.8.  del t  little.  P.  78. 
1.  2 6.  put  ,  after  levied.  P.  79.  1.  22,  23.  r.  ThistSiry  k 
Great  of  it  fe  If.  P.  87.  1.  28.  and  153.  I.4.  r.  Treafury. 
P.  95.  1.  $.  r.  condemn.  P.  108.  1.  6.  put  ,  after  Stage. 
P.  109.  I.  13.  for  piece  r.  prize.  P.  112.  1.  2.  put ,  after 
Fame ,  and  j  after  be.  P.  n5.  I.  12.  r .QuinSlm,  P.1470 
l. -2$t  r.  retain'd,  P.  167.  1.  !$•  r.  Stars, 
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To  the  Re  ader. 

IT  may  be  obje&ed  per  hips  by  fo??ie} 
that  the  printing  of  this  Tranflation 
might  have  been  omitted ,  as  having 
hen  done  not  many  Tears  ago  by  Mr . 
White  Kennet,  late  of  Edmun d-Hall 
in  Oxford.  The  truth  is ,  1  had  made 
a  eon fider able  P rogrefs  in  the  Book  before 
1  fo  much  as  heard  of  Mr ,  Kenneth  ha¬ 
ving  tr  an  flated  it  :  And  therefore  tho  the 
World  hath  been  obliged  to  him  for  many 
ixtraor dinar y  Performances  of  this  fort , 
yet  J  may  Jafely  jay  1  haVe  no  way  bor¬ 
rowed  of  him  here  having  not  jo  much 
as  feen  one  Page  of  his  Tranflation  till  I 
bad  wholly  fhufhcd  my  oV?n. 

I  could  not  but  greatly  approve  that 
delicate  Abridgment  of  the  Roman  Hif - 
tory  by  Mr .  Echard.  * Twas  his  Labour 
that  Jet  me  to  work ,  Leifure  and  the 
Country  alfo  inviting.  The  chief  Affif 

tanct 
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tance  I  had  in  it ,  J  rnujt  acknowledg  to  an 
Italian  Translation ,  primed  in  Qolumns 
with  the  Original ,  which  1  found  aty  ani 
brought  ivith  me  from  Venice  in  the  Year 
84*  *Tii  done  it  feems  by  a  Clergyman 
there ,  called  Von  Gio.  Aguftiono  Len- 
gueglia  of  the  Congregation  or  Order  of 
Somafca.  The  lmprejfion  bears  date  at 
Venice  in  the  Year  1 670.  and  is  dedm-v 
ted  to  Signior  Alvifio  Mocenigo,  one 
of  the  (procurators  of  St,  Mark.  For 
the  Dedication  it  felfy  it  little  imports  to 
our  prefent  purpofe,  as  containing  fcarce 
any  thing  but  the  Compliment  of  the  Ita¬ 
lian  Tranflator  to  his  particular  Patron  ; 
faYing  tbaty  for  the  Honour  of  that  No¬ 
ble  Family ,  he  tells  him  that  the  World  is 
indebted  to  the  Memory  of  his  Anceflor 
Signior  Lewis  Mocenigo,  mho  in  the 
former  Age  had  been  Ambaffador  to  the 
Crown  of  France ;  that  in  that  Embaffy 
he  had  the  Happinefs  to  recover  the  only 
Manufcript  perhaps  remaining  of  this  Au¬ 
thor  j  Tbho  till  then  had  for  many  Ages  pafl 
lain  dormant .  Pliny's 
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Upon  the 

Emperor  Trajan. 

TW  A  S  well  and  wifely  ordain’d, 
moft  Reverend  Fathers, by  our 
Anceftors,  that  not  only  all 
great  A&ions,  but  Orations 
fhould  commence  with  Invocation ;  Be- 
cAufe  Men  can  never  prudently  nor  prof  per  ouf 
ly  undertake  any  thing  but  by  the  Advice , 
Jffijlance,  and  Adoration  of  the  Immortal 
Gods:  a  Cuftom  by  none  fitter  to  be  ob- 
ferv’d  than  by  a  Conful,  when  by  Decree 
of  the  Senate,  and  Authority  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth,  he  is  appointed  to  return 
publick  Thanks  to  the  bed  of  Princes. 
What  greater  or  more  valuable  Blefling 
could  Heaven  have  fhower?d  down  upon 
us,  than  a  chaft  and  pious  Emperor,  moft 
refembling  the  Gods  themfelves?  More¬ 
over,  were  it  not  determined  whether  the 

Goyer- 
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Governors  of  the  World  were  appointed 
by  meer  Chance,  or  by  the  efpecial  Provi¬ 
dence  o£  the  Gods,it  would  yet  be  manifeft 
that  our  Prince  reign'd  by  the  Divine  Ap¬ 
pointment.  Nor  was  he  chofen  by  any 
private  or  {udden  Accident,  but  by  the 
Gods  apparently  amidft  their  Temples  and 
their  Altars  within  the  felf-fame  Place 
[the  Capitol]  where  the  Divine  Power 
refidesas  manifeftly  as  amongft  the  Stars. 
Wherefore, as  both  Duty  and  Piety  require, 
I  implore  thee,  O  Great  and  Mighty  Ju- 
fiter,  by  whom  the  Roman  Empire  was  at 
the  beginning  founded,  and  hath  been  hi¬ 
therto  mainlin’d,  that  thou  would’!! 
vouchfafe  me  an  Oration  worthy  of  a 
Conful,  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  Imperial 
Majefty;  that  Truth  and  Freedom  may 
appear  in  all  I  fay,  and  that  I  may  be  as 
far  from  Flattery  as  the  Occafion  is  it  felf 

remote.  f  ?  _ 

Fm  of  opinion  then  that  both  the  Con- 
fills,  and  the  People  of  Rome  ought  fo  to 
exprefs  themfelvj?,  as  to  fay  nothing  of 
our  prefent  Emperor,  which  could  be  any 
ways  .applied  to  any  of  his  PredecefTois. 
Away  Then  with  thofe  timorous  Exprefli- 
ons  which  our  Fears  have  hitherto  fuggeft- 
ed!  We  have  no  reafon  to  repeat  them 
now,  befcaule  our  Cale  is  altered  ;  nor  are 
we  forc’d  in  publick  to  diiTemble,and  to  re- 
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pine  at  our  Prince  in  private.  The 
World  may  now  fee  by  the  Franknefs  of 
our  Speech,  that  the  Times  are  chang’d  ; 
and  it  is  alfo  evident  by  the  free  Accefs  we 
enjoy,  that  we  are  no  more  requir’d  to 
flatter  our  Emperors  as  Gods.  For  ’tis 
not  a  Tyrant,  but  a  Fellow-Citizen  ;  not 
lo  much  a  Sovereign  as  a  Parent,  whom 
we  have  to  treat  of.  He’s  one  of  us ;  and 
what  s  molt  valuable  in  hisCharaaer,  he 
efteems  himfelf  as  fuch.  Nor  doe’s  he 
think  himfelf  above  Human  Kjnd ,  becaufe 
Mankind  are  f object  to  his  Authority.  Let 
usunderftand  therefore  our  ownHappi- 
nefs,  and  behave  our  felves  like  Subjects 
worthy  of  his  Care  ;  at  the  fame  time  re¬ 
flecting  which  is  the  better  State,  To  obey 
a  Prince  who  allows  the  Liberty,  or  one  who 
txells  the  Slavery  of  the  People  ? 

May  the  Roman  People  long  enjoy  their 
belov’d  Prince :  And  as  before  the  Multi¬ 
tude  in  the  publick  Theaters, by  acompul- 
uve  piece  of  Flattery,  we:  .  forc’d  to  com¬ 
mend  the  Beauty  of  Domitian  ;  let  them 
relound  the  Praifes of  Trajan’s  Strength: 
Inltead  of  Nero’s  Fidling  and  Singing 
with  the  Mimick  Geftures  of  his  Dan¬ 
cing,  let  them  commend  the  Piety,  Abfti- 
nence  and  Bounty  of  the  prefent  Empe- 
[0r‘  t*le  Vulgar  be  thus  employed, 
now  ttall  we  [the  Senators]  behave'our 

lelves  ? 
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Pelves  ?  Shall  we  celebrate  him  as  a  Deity, 
or  every  Man  of  us,  according  to  the  Love 
and  Toy  we  have  conceived,  found  forth 
the  Praifes  of  his  Humanity,  Tempe¬ 
rance,  and  Candour?  How  worthy  and 
becoming  the  Senate  is  that  Title  of  Op- 
tirnus  [theBeftof  Emperors]  which  we 
have  given  him  ?  a  Stile  which  the  Arro- 
sance  of  former  Princes  hath  made  pecu¬ 
liar  to  himfelf-  Moreover,  how  perfeftly 
and  juftly  does  the  whole  Body  of  the 
People  exprels  their  own  Happinefs,  when 
they  congratulate  the  Emperors  ?  And  how 
fmcere  their  Joy,  when  they  contend  to 
fhew  and  make  him  fenfible  of  it,  for  no 
other  reafon  thanbecaufe  he  hathdeferved 
it?  Expreffions  which  overcame  his  Mo- 
defty  to  Tears,  as  knowing  they  were 
not  given  to  his  Quality,  but  to  his  Per- 

Wherefore  from  the  Temper  we  have 
already  (hewn  in  the  fudden  Tranfport  ot 
our  Affections,  we  may  reft  allured  that 
there  cannot  be  a  more  fincere  nor  a  moie 
acceptable  fort  of  Gratitude  than  that 
which  hath  not  time  to  be  counterfeited. 

For  my  own  part  I  (hall  endeavour  to  a- 
dapt  my  Speech  to  the  Modefty  and  Mo¬ 
deration  of  the  Emperor,  not  confuting 
fo  much  what  he  can  bear  the  hearing,  as 
what  his  great  V er cue  delerves. 
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5Tis  a  great  and  an  unufual  Glory  to  a 
Prince,  that  being  to  receive  the  Publick 
Thanks,  we  are  not  To  much  afraid  of  be¬ 
ing  fparing  in  his  Commendation,  as  that 
he  fhould  think  we  are  fuperfluous.  This 
is  the  only  Care  and  Difficulty  I  have  up¬ 
on  me :  For,  my  Lords,  ’tisan  eafy  mat¬ 
ter  to  return  Thanks  where  they  are  due. 
Here’s  no  danger,  when  I  fpeak  of  his  Hu¬ 
manity,  that  he  fhould  think  I  reproach 
him  for  his  Pride  ;  or  that  when  I  treat  of 
his  Frugality,  he  fhould  imagine  I  up¬ 
braid  him  as  luxurious ;  or  when  I  com¬ 
mend  his  Clemency,  he  fhould  interpret  it 
his  Cruelty;  when  I  defcribe  his  Libera¬ 
lity,  that  he  fhould  think  I  call  him  Cove¬ 
tous  ;  that  by  his  Benignity,  I  fhould 
mean  his  Choler  ;  by  his  Chaftity,  his 
Luft;  by  his  Labours/his  Lazinefs;  or 
that  I  fhould  ironically  mean  his  Fear, 
when  I  commend  his  Valour.  Nor  am  I 
furthermore  afraid,  that  what  I  fay  fhould 
be  well  or  ill  relented,  as  I  feem  to  mag¬ 
nify  or  to  extenuate  the  Subject.  Befides, 

I  am  well  convinc’d,  That  even  the  Gods 
are  better  pleafed  with  the  Innocence  and 
Sanftity  of  thofe  that  worfb/p  them s  than 
with  the  Eloquence  or  Accuracy  of  their  Pe¬ 
titions  ;  and  that  thofe  Votaries  are  more 
•welcome  at  their  Shrines  who  bring  a  chafi 
and  upright  Meaning  with  them?  than  if 

they 
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they  offered  up  a  fludied  and  harmonious 

Hymn. 

But  I  muft  obey  the  Order  of  the  Se¬ 
nate,  who  for  the  Publick  Good  hereafter 
have  enjoin’d  it  me  as  Conful,  under  the 
Notion  of  returning  Thanks,  To  let  good 
Princes  know  wherein  they  have  done  well, 
and  bad  ones  what  was  their  Duty  to  have 
done .  I  am  warranted  to  be  the  more  fo- 
lemn  on  the  occafion,  becaufe  the  Empe¬ 
ror  hath  forbidden  all  private  Addreffes, 
as  he  would  allb  this  in  publick  had  not  the 
Senate  interpofed.  You  have  in  both, 
Great  Sir,  exprefs’d  your  Moderation  in 
forbidding  it  elfewhere,  and  in  allowing 
of  it  here ;  an  Honour  done  not  to  your 
telf,  but  unto  us  who  are  your  humble 
Suppliants.  You  have  been  pleafed  to  ac¬ 
cept  our  good  Affe&ions,  in  permitting  us 
to  celebrate  your  Bounty  ;  We  add  only 
as  our  further  Requeft,  that  you  would 
vouchfafe  to  hear  us. 

I  have  often  then,  My  Noble  Lords, 
contemplated  how  highly  that  Perten 
ought  to  be  endow’d,  by  whole  Dire&ion 
all  Affairs  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  in  Peace 
and  War,  were  to  be  managed  ;  and  when 
in  my  own  Imagination  I  had  form’d  a 
Prince  worthy  to  be  invefted  with  the  Au¬ 
thority  of  the  Gods  themfelves,  I  profels 
to  you  that  never  any  yet  occur’d  to  me 

more 
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more  proper  than  the  Prince  before  us  • 
Some  have  been  fam’d  in  War, but  in  Peace 
have  dwindl’d  ;  others  for  Eloquence,  but 
not  for  Arms :  Some  have  been  obey’d  for 
fear,  others  have  obtain’d  the  Love  of 
Mankind  for  their  Humanity  :  Some  have 
loft  at  home  the  Reputation  they  had 
gain’d  abroad,  others  again  abroad  what 
they  had  obtain’d  at  home.  In  Ihort, 
there  hath  never  yet  appear’d  that  Prince 
whole  Vertues  had  not  fome  Alloy  of  Vice 
to  fully  them  :  But  for  our  prefent  Empe¬ 
ror,  what  a  Harmony  is  there  in  the 
Mouths  of  all  Men,  celebrating  hisPrai- 
fes,  and  the  Glory  of  his  great  Atchieve- 
ments?  The  Gravity,  Severity,  nor  Ma- 
jefty  of  his  Afpe£t  are  in  the  lea  ft  wife 
leftened  by  Levity,  want  of  AfTurance, 
nor  overweening  Modefty.  Belides,  his 
tall  and  well-built  Perfon,  his  generous 
Voice  and  Countenance,  added  to  the 
Maturity  of  his  Years,  already  through 
the  Bounty  of  the  Gods  accompanied 
with  Grey  Hairs,  they  are  great  and  ho¬ 
nourable  Tokens  of  a  worthy  Prince. 

Such  of  ncceflity  mud  he  be,  whom 
neither  inteftine  Wars,  nor  the  Common¬ 
wealth  oppreft  with  civil  Dilcord,  but  a 
profound  Peace,  a  voluntary  Adoption, 
and  the  Gods  propitious  to  our  Prayers 
have  given  us.  And  is  there  not  a  Diffe- 
C  fence 
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rence  between  a  Prince  fee  up  by  Men, and 
one  appointed  by  the  Gods?  Their  Fa¬ 
vour  and  Suffrage  vifibly  appeal’d,  Great 
Sir,  towards  you,  when  you  firft  appear¬ 
ed  in  the  Army.  Other  Princes  have  been 
forc’d  to  ccnfult  and  footh  the  Priefts  and 
Augursto  be  affur’d  of  their  Ele&ion  by  the 
Signs  and  Tokens  appearing  in  the  Sacrifi¬ 
ces  ;  but  you  nofooner  mounted  the  Stairs 
of  the  Capitol  among  the  Citizens,  at  that 
time  ignorant  of  the  matter,  but  you  were 
immediately  faluted  Emperor.  For  as  the 
Multitude  when  you  went  in,  waited  the 
opening  of  the  Gates  to  have  perform  d 
their  Prayers  to  Jupiter  as  their  Supreme 
Governor,  the  Event  (hewed  that  you 
were  the  Perfon  dtftin’d.  ’Pwasahappy 
Omen  of  your  future  Government,  that 
you  were  unwilling  to  receive  the  News, 
that  you  refus’d  the  Advantages  of  being 
Emperor ;  w7e  were  even  obliged  to  force 
you,  nor  could  we  yet  prevail  but  for  the 
impending  Dangers  of  your  Country. 
Twas  fully  evident  that  you  had  never  ac^ 
cepted  the  Empire  but  for  the  fake  of  its 
Prefervation.  Wherefore  I  for  my  part 
am  perfectly  convinc’d  that  the  Noife  and 
Mutiny  in  the  Camp  was  purpofely  com¬ 
mitted,  becaufe  they  knew  your  Modefty 
was  not  to  be  overcome  but  by  Force  and 
Terror.  For  as  both  by  Sea  and  Land  the 
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Air  grows  cleareft  after  Storms  and  Tem¬ 
pers,  fo  I  look  upon  thole  Tumults  to 
have  been  Prefages  of  the  happy  Peace  we 
enjoy  under  you.  The  Condition  of  mor¬ 
tal  Men  is  liable  to  thefe  ViciHitudes : 
That  Adverfity  takes  its  Rife  from  Profpe- 
rity ,  and  Profperity  from  Adverfity.  God 
Almighty  only  knows  the  Occasions,  and  ma¬ 
ny  times  the  Caisfes  both  of  Good  and  Evil 
lie  variotifly  conceal'd  from  us. 

Twas  a  prodigious  Difgrace  to  the  ve¬ 
ry  Age,  befides  a  dangerous  Wound  to 
the  State  and  Government, tohave  the  Em¬ 
peror,  the  common  Father  of  his  Country, 
befieged,  taken,  and  confin’d ;  the  good 
old  Gentleman  not  being  allowed  the  Pow¬ 
er  of  Paving  Mens  Lives,  and  denied  the 
happieft  Part  of  his  Government,  which 
was  to  have  nothing  done  by  Violence.  But 
if  thele  Occafions  help’d  to  advance  your 
Majefty  to  the  Helm  of  Government, 
whereby  you  were  enabled  to  preferve  us 
all,  I  could  almoft  rejoice  that  they  oc- 
cur’d. 

The  Difcipline  of  the  Army  was  cor¬ 
rupt,  that  you  might  have  the  Honour  of 
reftoring  it ;  the  word:  Examples  were 
given,  that  you  might. appear  and  (hew  a 
better  Pattern.  Nay,  the  Emperor  was 
obliged  to  execute  Men  againft  his  Will, 
to  the  end  that  another  Emperor  fhould 
C  2  arife 
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a  rife  whofe  Clemency  could  not  be  forc’d. 
Youdeferv’d  long  fince  to  be  adopted,  but 
we  fhould  not  have  known  how  greatly 
the  Empire  had  been  indebted  to  you  had 
it  been  done  fooner.  The  time  will 
come  when  ’cwill  be  apparent  that  you 
have  not  received  from,  but  confer’d  a  Fa¬ 
vour  upon  the  Empire.  The  tottering 
State  took  fan&uary  within  yourBofom; 
and  the  good  old  Emperor  finking  under 
the  Weight  of  Government,  devolv’d  it 
by  his  own  Defire  to  you.  You  were  in¬ 
vited,  and  the  Adoption  call  upon  you 
in  the  felf-fame  manner,as  our  great  Gene¬ 
rals  heretofore  w  ere  wont  to  be  recalled 
from  Wars  abroad,  and  to  have  the  civil 
Employments  of  the  State  confer’d  upon 
them.  In  the  fame  manner  the  Empe¬ 
ror  Nerva  as  a  Father,  you  as  a  Son,  mutu¬ 
ally  perform’d  the  nobleft  A&ion.  He 
confer’d  the  Empire  upon  you,  and  you 
reftor’d  it  to  him  by  your  Acceptance.  You 
are  the  only  Perfon  in  this  Age  who  hath 
made  a  full  return  for  fo  great  a  Bounty, 
nay  beyond  the  nature  of  the  Obligation, 
only  by  accepting  it  :  For  you  being  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  Empire,  undergo  the 
Weight,  and  he  enjoys  the  Honour  and 
the  Safety  of  it.  Anew  and  an  unparal- 
Iel’d  Method  to  obtain  a  Kingdom,  not 
through  your  own  Avarice  or  Jealoufy* 
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but  for  the  publick  Good  and  Safety  of 
Mankind.  Men  may  think  it  perhaps  a 
mighty  thing  that  you  are  thus  advanc’d  ; 
but  you  left  tor  it  a  much  happier  Condi¬ 
tion  :  that  is  to  fay,  tho  the  Empire  was 
happy  under  a  benign  and  gracious  Prince, 
you  deny’d  your  lelf  the  Satisfadion  of 
your  beloved  Retirement,  and  fuffer’d 
yourfelf  to  be  taken  up  as  Partner  of  the 
Cares  and  Labours  of  the  Government: 
For ’tis  not  the  pleafant  nor  t he  profpe- 
rous  Part,  but  the  hard  and  difficult  which 
they  have  caff  on  you.  You  undertook  the 
Empire,  when  another  Perfon  had  repent¬ 
ed  him  of  his  being  advanced.  You  had 
no  relation  to  the  former  Emperor,  nor 
was  there  any  reafon  for  your  Adoption 
upon  that  account,  faving  that  both  of 
you  being  Perfons  of  the  higheft  Merir, 
he  was  worthy  to  make  the  choice,  and 
you  to  be  ele&ed.  You  were  not  there¬ 
fore  adopted  like  other  Princes  for¬ 
merly  for  the  fake  of  a  Wife,  forhemade 
you  his  Son,  not  as  a  Father-in-law,  but  as 
a  Prince.  For  Nerva  was  no  more  a  Pa¬ 
rent  to  you,  than  as  he  was  the  common 
Father  of  the  Country  ;  nor  was  it  fit  a 
Prince  fhould  make  choice  of  a  Son  for 
any  other  reafon  or  purpofe.  What? 
fhould  the  Senate  and  People  of  Rome, 
die  Army, the  Provinces,  with  our  Confe- 
C  $  dentes, 
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derates,  be  transfer’d  to  a  SuccefTor  only 
for  a  W  ife’s  fake  :  Or  fhould  the  Emperor 
have  fought  aSuccelTor  within  the  Walls 
of  his  own  Houfe  only  ?  Should  he  not 
much  rather  have  caft  his  Eyes  throughout 
the  City,  and  have  efteem’d  him  as  his 
neared  Kirifman,  whom  he  found  theBefi , 
the  Worthieft ,  and  mofi  Vpright  Perfon ? 
The  Emperor  who  governs  all,  ought  to 
be  chofen  by  the  Content  of  all ;  for 
’[was  not  a  Steward  over  his  own  pri¬ 
vate  Inheritance,  but  a  Prince  to  govern 
the  Empire,  that  the  Emperor  had  to  ap¬ 
point.  It  had  been  a  proud  and  infolent 
Adlionnot  to  have  adopted  him,  whom 
all  Men  knew  deftin’d  to  the  Empire, 
tho  the  Cei  emony  of  Adoption  had  been 
omitted.  Thus  did  Nerva,  little  regard¬ 
ing  whether  you  became  his  Son  by  Elec¬ 
tion  or  by  Nature,  fince  Children  are 
both  adopted  and  begotten  without  their 
Parents  being  allur’d  how  they  will  prove ; 
faving  that  Men  more  eafily  fubmit  to, 
and  bear  with  a  Prince  whom  his  Father 
has  unhappily  begotten,  than  with  one 
whom  he  hath  more  unhappily  chofen. 
Wherefore  with  great  Indulfry  he  avoid¬ 
ed  this  Misfortune,  not  confulting  the 
Judgments  of  Men  only,  but  of  the 
Gods.  For  the  Ceremony  of  your  Adop¬ 
tion  was  not  perform’d  in  the  Bed-cham~ 
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be r,  nor  in  the  Lodgings  of  your  Bride, 
but  in  the  Temple  before  the  Altars  of 
the  Gods;  by  which  means  not  the  Sla¬ 
very,  but  the  Liberty,  Peace  and  Safety 
of  the  People  were  fecur’d.  The  Gods 
challeng’d  this  Glory  to  themfelves.  This 
was  their  Work  and  Influence,;  Nervi 
was  but  their  Minifler,  and  you  both 
yielded  Obedience  only  to  their  Decrees. 
The*  Laurel  was  brought  from  Hungary 
by  permiflion  of  the  Gods,  to  the  end 
that  Enfigns  of  Viflory  might  adorn  the 
fir  ft  appearing  of  a  fortunate  Emperor. 
The  Emperor  Nerva  had  no  fooncr  offer’d 
this  to  Jupiter ybut  with  a  graver  and  more 
majeftick  Air  than  ufual  amidft  the  Af 
femblies  both  of  Men  and  Gods  he  ac¬ 
knowledg’d  you  his  Son  ;  that  is,  he  al1 
fum’d  you  as  a  Companion  in  the  weighty 
Burden  of  the  Government.  '  Then  as 
having  devefted  himfelf  of  the  Imperial 
Dignity,  with  what  Honour,  Joy  and 
Safety  did  he  withdraw  ?  (for  there’s  lit¬ 
tle  difference  in  parting  with  and  in  divi¬ 
ding  the  Authority,  laving  that  the  latter 
ismore difficult)  depending  as  much  up¬ 
on  you,  as  if  you  had  been  there  prefenr, 
and  calling  all  the  Care  both  of  himfelf, 
and  of  the  Government  upon  your  Shoul¬ 
ders,  Youth  and  Vigor;  all  Difturbances 
immediately  difappear’do  This  was  no 
C  4  Effect 
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Effect  of  the  Adoption,  but  of  the  Per. 
Ton  adopted ;  for  the  Emperor  had  done 
rafhly  if  he  had  nominated  another  Per- 
fon.  We  ail  remember  that  the  Sedition 
did  not  end,  but  began  even  after  the  A- 
doption:  And  it  had  been  a  moft  exorbi¬ 
tant  Rebellion  had  not  the  Eleftion  fallen 
on  you.  5Tis  no  wonder  that  the  Em¬ 
peror  could  not  appoint hisSucceffor,  who 
had  himfelf  loft  his  Authority  ;  therefore 
for  your  fake  the  Storm  blew  over.  Then 
were  you  immediately  declar’d  the  Empe¬ 
ror's  Heir,  falut zdCaftr,  made  Partner  of 
the  Supreme  Authority,  and  had  every 
thin;:  befides  confer’d  upon  you,  which 
Vcfptfian  not  long  fince  with  utmoft  diffb 
culty  did  devolve  to  one  of  his  real  Sons. 

’Twas  a  mighty  Inftance  of  your  Mo¬ 
deration,  that  being  declared  not  only  the 
Succeftor,  but  the  Companion  and  Part¬ 
ner  of  the  Empire,  you  yet  gave  no  oc* 
cafion  to  the  Emperor  Nerva,  nor  his 
Friends  to  have  complained.  His  Sue- 
ceffor  you  was  of  neceftity,  being  adopted, 
but  for  thePartnerfhip ’ewas  in  his  own 
choice.  Is  it  a  thing  to  be  believed  here¬ 
after,  that  a  Perlon  defended  from  a  Fa¬ 
ther  of  the  Patrician  Rank,  who  had  been 
Conful,  and  whp  had  triumph’d  at  the 
Head  of  a  numerous  and  welUaffe&ed  Ar- 
jrty  ;  that  this  Man,  I  fay,  flipuld  not  be 

phofep 
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chofen  Emperor  by  the  Army  ?  who  ha¬ 
ving  fubdued  Germany,  and  by  the  Senate 
been  decreed  the  Title  of  Germanicus, 
fhould  yet  forgo  it :  That  he  fhould  nei¬ 
ther  aft  nor  do  any  thing  towards  his  Ad¬ 
vancement  to  the  Empire,  but  deferve  it 
by  his  Obedience.  For  as  you  were  a  Ge¬ 
neral,  you  obey’d,  and  by  your  Obedience 
you  became  Emperor ;  nor  did  you  in  any 
thing  fhew  your  felf  fo  much  a  Subjeft, 
as  when  you  aflumed  the  Government. 
Tho  you  were  declared  Cafar,  and  Empe¬ 
ror,  with  the  Title  of  Germanicus  added  in 
your  abfence,  and  without  your  know- 
ledg,  yet  for  your  own  part  you  remained 
a  private  Perfon.  ’Twould  feem  a  Prodi¬ 
gy  to  fay  it,  you  would  not  know  you 
were  to  be  Emperor  ;  ’twasdone  without 
your  Privity  ;  and  when  the  Exprefs  came 
with  the  Hews  of  your  good  Fortune, 
you  had  rather  have  continued  what  you 
were,  but  could  not  be  allow’d.  What? 
would  you  not  as  a  Citizen  obey  the  Con? 
ful?  as  a  General  follow  the  Orders  of  the 
Emperor  ?  as  a  Son  yield  Obedience  to 
a  Father?  What  became  of  the  Authori¬ 
ty  and  Cuftom  fettled  by  our  Anceftors  of 
obferving  promptly  and  readily  what  the 
Emperor  commands?  Suppofe  he  had 
commanded  you  to  fhifc  your  Province, 
3nd  to  have  Jed  the  Army  upon  fome  fo¬ 
reign 
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reien  Expedition.  Think  you,  you  ought 
not  to  have  obey’d  him  with  the  fame  Du¬ 
ly  when  he  recalled  you  to  the  Empire, 
as  when  he  fent  you  to  command  the  Ar- 
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Or  that  there’s  any  difference 


being  commanded  out  as  a  General,  or 
being  recall’d  as  a  Prince?  Unlefs  it  be 
that  there  is  greater  Honour  m  obeying, 
when  the  Command  goes  againft  the  Hu. 
mor  of  the  Party  commanded,  t  he 
Danger  the  Emperor’s  Authority  was  in, 
was  an  Addition  to  his  Command  ;  and 
your  Readinefsin  obeying  him  was  the 
more  valuable,  for  that  he  was  fo  little 
obferv’d  by  others.  Befides  this,  you  had 
the  Confent  of  the  Senate  and  People; 
’twasnot  the  Angle  Judgment  of  A lervt, 
but  their  Election  :  All  Men  w i(h  d  it, 
he  in  right  of  his  Prerogative  had  the 
Power,  and  did  that  of  himfelf  firft  which 
all  People  befides  defir’d.  Nor  would  the 
Aftion  have  been  fo  univerfally  agreeable 
when  done,  had  it  not  been  every  Man  s 
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But  good  God!  with  what  Temper 
have  you  managed  both  your  Fortune  and 
your  Power  1  for  being  honour’d  with  the 
Title  of  Emperor,  with  Statues,  and 
with  Trophies,  yet  in  Modefty,  Labour, 
and  Diligence  you  have  perform  d  the 
Station  of  a  General,  of  a  private  Cap- 
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tain,  nay  of  a  common  Soldier,  having  ad¬ 
vanced  privately  to  the  City  before  the 
Eagles,  Standards,  and  military  Equipage 
could  follow  you.  Nor  has  the  Adoption 
infpir’d  you  with  other  Thoughts,  than 
thofeof  Piety  and  filial  Obedience;  wifh- 
ing  long  Life  and  Honour  to  the  Empe¬ 
ror.  Providence  exalted  you  to  the  firft 
and  higheft,  you  defired  to  remain  and  to 
have  waited  longer  in  a  lower  Station ; 
wilhing  to  have  been  reputed  but  a  pri¬ 
vate  Perfon  while  the  other  Emperor  liv’d. 
Your  Prayers  were  heard,  but  in  concur¬ 
rence  with  the  pious  and  good  old  Empe¬ 
ror’s,  whom  Heaven  immediately  re¬ 
ceived,  that  after  fo  glorious  and  divine 
an  AQ:ion,  he  might  intervene  no  more 
in  fecular  Affairs.  So  great  and  worthy, 
and  fo  unheard  of  an  ACtion  was  fit  to  be 
his  la  ft ;  and  nothing  fitter,  than  that  the 
Author  of  it  fhould  be  receiv’d,  and  by 
Pofterity  be  deem’d  a  God.  He  was  the 
Common  Father,  in  no  refpea  fo  Angular 
as  when  he  adopted  you  ;  ’twas  his  unpa- 
rallel’d  Glory  when  he  faw  how  well  the 
Empire  fat  upon  your  Shoulders,  that  he 
left  the  World  to  you,  and  you  to  it.  In 
this  his  Memory  is  to  be  beloved  and  va¬ 
lued,  that  he  took  care  the  Empire  fhould 
not  want  him  when  he  was  dead  and  gone. 
You  as  an  obedient  and  dutiful  Son  attend- 
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ed  at  his  Funeral  with  Tears,  and  after¬ 
wards  ere£led  Temples  to  his  Memory, 
not  as  others  had  done  upon  like  occafions 
formerly.  Tiberius  deified  Auguftw,  that 
he  might  annex  Deity  forfooth  to  Majefty. 
Nero  did  the* fame  to  his  Uncle  Claudius, 
only  to  deride  him.  Titus  did  the  like  to 
Vcfpaftan,  and  Domitian  to  Titus  ;  the  one 
that  he  might  be  the  Son,  the  other  (out 
of  Vanity)  that  he  might  be  efteem’d  the 
Brother  of  a  God.  You  have  fix’d  and  fet¬ 
tled  your  Father  among  the  Gods,  not  in 
Terror  to  the  People,  in  contempt  to  the 
Deities,  nor  for  your  own  Honour  ;  but 
becaufe  you  thought  he  delerv’d  the  Sta¬ 
tion.  This  is  lefs  than  they  did  who 
thought  as  goodly  of  themfelves  as  Gods. 
For  tho  you  have  honour’d  him  with  Al¬ 
tars,  Oratories,  and  with  Priefts  attend¬ 
ing,  you  make  his  Divinity  confift  in  no¬ 
thing  more  than  this,  that  you  your  felf 
referable  him.  For  the  fureftSign  and 
Token  of  a  Prince’s  Divinity  is,  That  e'er 
he  died ,  he  named  his  Succeffor ,  and  left  a 
good  one .  Nothing  of  Arrogance  can  be 
imputed  to  you  upon  the  account  of  your 
Father’s  deifying;  you  rather  imitated  the 
antient  Glory  of  our  Anceftors,  than  thofe 
later  Examples  of  Pride  and  Sloth,  who 
laid  claim  to  Divine  Honours.  I  fpeak  of 
thofe  our  Aticeftors  who  laid  the  firftFoun- 

dation 
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dation  of  the  Empire,  of  late  invaded 
and  defpis’d  by  the  Enemy  ;  who  when 
they  happen’d  to  be  defeated  and  put  to 
flight,  our  Emperors  took  no  farther  care 
than  to  celebrate  an  extravagant  Tri¬ 
umph.  Wherefore  the  conquered  Coun¬ 
tries  withdrawing  their  Obedience,  and 
endeavouring  to  ihake  off  the  Yoke,  they 
pretended  not  only  to  their  own  Liberty, 
but  that  th e  Romans  fhould  become  their 
SubjeCVs  1  nor  would  they  accept  Condi¬ 
tions  from  us  but  upon  equal  Terms,  nor 
receive  the  Law  at  our  Hands,  but  that 
they  might  be  free  to  give  it  in  their  own 
Country  :  But  now  they  are  all  return’d 
to  themlelves  again,  and  to  a  juftefteem 
of  their  Governors.  For  we  have  now 
to  lead  us  one  of  our  antient  Roman  Gq- 
nerals,  a  Perfon  who  has  acquir’d  the  Em¬ 
pire  by  Victories  obtain’d  by  Sea  and 
Land.  Now  the  Enemy  fends  us  Hofta- 
ges,  we  don’t  buy  them,  nor  make  our 
Bargains  at  vaft  Expences  with  our  Inva¬ 
ders  to  retire,  and  then  make  our  Brags 
that  wefubdued  them;  If  they  intreat, 
befeech  and  fupplicate,  we  now  with  e- 
qual  Authority  either  deny  or  grant  them 
their  Requefts.  They  are  thankful  if 
they  obtain,  nor  dare  they  murmur  if 
denied :  or  if  they  durft,  they  know  that 
you  have  engag’d  the  fierceft  Nations, 

and 
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and  at  thofe  Seafons  of  the  Year  which 
were  moft  favourable  to  them,  and 
moft  adverfe  to  us ;  when  the  Danube  wjj 
frozen  over, and  bore  prodigious  Army  sup 
on  the  Ice  ;  when  the  barbarous  Nations 
appear’d  not  more  formidable  for  their 
Ai  ms  than  for  their  Climate  ;  no  fooner 
did  you  approach,  but  as  if  the  Summer 
were  already  come,  they  betook  them- 
felves  to  their  Woods  and  FaftnelTes, 

whilft  your  own  Army  foraged  abroad  at 
pleafure,  and  turn’d  the  Rigor  of  the 
Seafon  not  to  their  own,  but  to  their  Ene- 
mies  Difadvantage. 

If  the  Enemy  hath  this  Veneration  tor 
you,  what  hath  your  own  Army  ?  what 
Love  and  Admiration  have  not  you  ob¬ 
tain’d  there  ?  when  for.your  fake  they  en¬ 
dure  both  Thirft  and  Hunger  ;  and  all 
becaufe  they  fee  their  General  fweating 
and  toiling  with  them  in  the  Field,  in  no 
kind  differing  from  the  meaneft  Sentinel, 
but  in  his  extraordinary  Strength  and  Va¬ 
lour.  When  you  are  one  while  attacking 
the  Enemy,  otherwhiles  receiving  their 
Affaults,  commending  even  your  Enemies 
Courage  when  you  receive  a  heavier  ihock 
upon  your  Helm  or  Buckler  (for  you  even 
commended  them  for  their  Fiercenels, 
and  bid  them  advance  boldly,  as  indeed 
they  did)  when  at  the  beginning  of  the 
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Fight  you  your  felf  commanded,  and  led 
on  your  Army,  dared  their  Flights  of  Ar¬ 
rows ;  and  if  any  Poft  appear’d  more  dan¬ 
gerous,  you  in  your  own  Perfon  fuftain’d 
ic.  How  were  they  not  aflfe&ed  when 
they  faw  you  taking  care  of  the  Sick  and 
Wounded  ?  It  never  was  jour  cuftom  to 
withdraw  your  felf  to  your  Tent  till  you  had 
viewed  your  Men ,  nor  to  take  your  Reft  tii 
the  laft  Guard  was  fet.  Tis  no  wonder 
to  hear  of  fuch  Heroick  A&ions  antiently 
perform’d  among  the  Fabricii ,  the  Scipios 9 
and  Camillus1s ",  for  in  thofe  days  there 
was  that  Emulation,  that  every  Man 
ftrove  to  exceed  each  other:  but  fince 
Men  have  left  off  the  Study  of  Arms  to 
gratify  their  voluptuous  Senfes ;  and 
when  intfead  of  brave  old  Officers  who 
had  won  the  Civick  or  the  Mural  Co¬ 
ronet,  we  are  taken  up  only  with  our 
Greek  Language  or  Fencing-mafters ;  ’tis 
rare  indeed  to  find  a  Roman  Nobleman 
delighted  with  the  antient  Honour  of 
his  Country,  and  without  a  Rival  ftrive  to 
exceed  himfelf  5  and  being  folely  Emperor, 
be  the  only  Perfon  worthy  of  the  Dignity. 

Thefe  were  your  beginning^,  and  the 
Early  Proofs  of  your  further  promifing 
Valour  ;  that  being  but  yet  a  Youth,  you 
return’d  with  Honour  to  your  Country, 
with  your  Gallant  Father  from  the  Par- 

thim 
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thian  Conqueft,  and  even  then  defer  v’d  the 
Title  of  Germanicm  :  you  no  fooner  heard 
of  the  Pride  and  Fiercenefs  of  the  Par - 
thians ,  but  you  brought  down  their  Sto- 
-machs,  and  fill’d  all  that  vaft  Country 
between  the  Euphrates ,  and  the  Rhine , 
with  the  Fame  and  Glory  of  your  Atchiev- 
ments.  ’Tis  not  fo  much  your  Perfon,  as 
your  Name  than  has  travel’d  through  all 
Countries,  being  always  deareft  and 
mod:  Renowned  where  you  laft  parted : 
And  all  this  before  you  were  yet  Empe¬ 
ror,  or  honour’d  with  the  Adoption  ot 
a  Deity.  And  when  multitudes  of  barba¬ 
rous  Nations  had  feiz’d  upon,  and  forti¬ 
fy ’d  themlelves  in  Germany ,  and  through¬ 
out  all  that  trafl  betwixt  the  Pyrenean 
Mountains,  the  Alps,  and  other  Moun¬ 
tains  ;  through  all  thefe  vaft  Territories  as 
you  led,. or  rather  hurried  the  Legions 
(fucli  was  your  Expedition)  you  ne  er  re¬ 
garded  what  Chariot,  nor  what  Horfe 
you  us’d,  as  not  valuing  your  own  eafep 
but  the  Conveniency  of  your  March ;  ne¬ 
ver  ufing  your  beft  and  manag’d  Hories, 
but  upon  days  of  Exercile  or  Combat, 
when  you  were  obliged  to  be  here  and 
there,  and  every  where  throughout  the 
whole  Army.  1  know  not  which  to  ad¬ 
mire  raoft,  the  beginning,  or  the  end¬ 
ing  of  your  Expedition ;  *twas  much  you 
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could  go  through  it,  and  much  more  that 
you  doubted  not  your  own  (trength.  I 
no  way  queftion  but  that  the  Emperor 
Domitian,  who  during  thofe  German  Wars 
recall’d  you  out  of  Spain,  as  his  own  chief 
fupport,  and  fafe- guard,  himfeif  being 
bUc  a  (luggifh  Prince,  and  envious  of  the 
vertUous  Characters  of  other  Men,  even 
rho  he  wanted  their  Service :  I  fay, 

I  doubt  not  but  he  conceiv’d  as  great  an 
Admirationof  you,  tho  with  inward  Jea- 
loufy  to  himfeif,  zsEuriftbeus  did  of  Hercules*, 
when  after  his  greateftTravels  and  Labours 
he  return’d  unwearied,  and  Victorious  3 
fince  you  proved  your  fe If  in  that  Expedi¬ 
tion  fo  great  and  worthy  a  Commander. 

When  in  the  beginning  of  your  Youth 
you  went  out  a  Colonel,  you  travel  d 
through  the  remoteft  Countries  with  a 
Manlike  Solidity :  Fortune  fo  ordering 
it,  that  you  ibould  be  fully  vers’d  in. Af¬ 
fairs  e’er  youfliould  arrive  to  the  chief  Au¬ 
thority  :  for  you  were  not  fatisfy’d  with 
only  vifiting  the  Army,  and  living  a  little 
among  them  for  your  Diverfion,  but  (fay  d* 
and  became  fo  expert  a  Colonel  that  you 
were  (oon  fit  to  be  made  a  General,  be¬ 
ing  not  to  learn  your  Duty,  when  you  had 
others  to  command.  During  your  ten  Years 
Serviceyou  made  your  felf  acquainted  with 
the  Cuftoms  of  Foreigners,  with  theSi- 
D  tu* 
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tuationsof  Countries,  with  the  Conveni- 
encies  of  Places, and  ennur’d  your  Conftitu- 
tion  to  different  Diets  and  Climates,  till 
they  became  as  natural  to  you  as  your 
own.  What  numbers  of  Horfes,  and 
Sutes  of  Armour  have  you  worn  out  ? 
Pofterity  will  be  glad  hereafter  to  {hew 
their  Children  the  Fields  where  you  en- 
campt  or  fought,  the  Trees  under  which 
you  fat  to  refrelh  your  felf,  the  Mounts 
whereon  your  Tents  were  pitch’d,  the 
Houfes  where  fo  great  aGueft  was  enter¬ 
tain’d  *,  as  you  your  felf  were  wont  to  be 
delighted  in  marching  over  the  fame 
Ground,  and  contemplating  the  Conduct 
of  former  Generals.  Thefe  things  are  to 
be  hereafter.  For  the  prefent  every  one  of 
the  older  Soldiers  values  himfelf  for  ha¬ 
ving  been  your  Contemporary ;  for  where 
indeed  can  be  found  any  who  were  not 
your  Companions  in  Arms,  before  you 
were  created  Emperor  ?  Tis  from  hence 
that  you  know  them  almofi:  all  by  name, 
for  that  you  remember  the  particular  great 
A£tions  they  perform’d  ;  nor  need  they  fet 
forth  how  many  Wounds  they  have  re¬ 
ceiv’d  in  their  Country’s  Service,  when 
you  your  felf  were  prelent  both  tooblerve, 
and  to  encourage  them. 

But  your  Moderation  is  fo  much  the 
more  commendable,  tfcat  not  with.ftand- 

mg 


upon  the  Emperor  TrajarL  5  i 
ing  you  were  bred  a  Soldier,  you  are  yet 
a  Lover  of  Peace  $  and  that  tho  your  Fa¬ 
ther  had  the  Honour  of  a  Triumph,  and 
your  own  Laurels  were  offer’d  up  to  Ja* 
piter  on,  the  day  of  your  Adoption,  yet 
ftill  you  declin’d  a  Triumph.  Tho  you 
fear  not  War,  yet  you  are  not  forward  to 
engage  in’t.  ’Tis  a  mighty  thing.  Great 
Sir,  to  view  the  Enemy  from  the  oppofite 
ihore,  to  be  affur’d  of  Victory  if  you  pafs, 
yet  to  reftrain  your  felf  from  Fighting. 
The  firft  your  known  Valour  allur’d,  the 
other  yourModeration  permitted  :  for  that 
you  declin’d  the  Combat,  ’twas  the  effed 
of  your  Moderation  and  for  yo^r  Valour, 
’tis  fufhcient  that  the  Enemy  durft  not. 
The  Capitol  will  then  one  day  be  fill’d, 
not  with  empty  Chariots,  nor  the falfe  ap¬ 
pearances  of  Vidory,  but  of  a  true  and 
folid  Conqueft  worthy  of  the  Emperor* 
with  Enfigns  of  Peace  and  of  Tranquillity, 
and  the  acknowledgments  of  the  Enemy 
that  they  were  not  lubdued  by  Violence; 
This  is  more  Honourable  than  any  Tri¬ 
umph*  Nor  do  we  ever  conquer  any, 
but  fuch  as  contemn  the  Honour  of  the 
Empire.  For  if  the  Prince  of  any  barba¬ 
rous  People  fhould  be  fo  Mad,  dr  Infolent, 
as  to  incur  your  Indignation,  ’tis  neither 
Sea,  nor  Flood,  nor  the  higheft  Mourt* 
t&ins  could  proted  him  :  Thefe  fhould  all 
D  2  apt 
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apoear  fo  fubmidive  to  your  Command, 
that  he  would  thjnk  the  Mountains  fell, 
the  Rivers  dry’d,  the  Sea  gave  back  ;  that 
not  our  Fleets,  but  the  very  Roman 
Ground  invaded  him.  Methinks  at  this 
very  time  I  behold  a  glorious  Triumph, 
not  of  the  Spoils  of  our  own  Provinces, 
nor  Wealth  extorted  from  our  Allies, 
but  Hoflil  Arms,  and  Kings  led  through  9 
in  Chains.  Methinks  I  fee  the  Equipages  1 
of  the  Barbarous  Nations  pafs  belore  me, 
the  Viftims  of  each  Country  following 
■with  their  Hands  ty’d  faft  behind  them, 
your  felffeated  aloft  in  your  Triumphant 
Chariot,  the  Carriages  going  before 
you  loaded  with  Shields  and  Bucklers, 
■which  your  own  Sword  had  penetrated. 
Nor  needed  you  have  doubted  topoflels 
the  Plunder  of  the  Field,  how  rich  loever, 
where  any  barbarous  Nation  durft  give 
Battel.  For  not  the  multitude  of  your 
Armies,  but  the  very  Terror  of  your 
Name  was  of  it  Pelf  fuffictent  to  have 
frighted  them  from  the  Attempt.  Such 

likewife  was  your  Moderation,  that  when 
the  Dignity  of  the  Empire  requir’d  you 
either  to  invade,  or  drive  back  the  Ene¬ 
my  f'you  feem'd  to  Triumph,  hecaufe  jou 
Conquer'd,  not  to  have  Conquer'd  for  tw 
fake  of  Triumph. 

1  i  ..i;  -  •  5 .  'One 
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One  thing  minds  me  of  another :  for  How 
Noble  a  matter  is  it  that  you  have  reftor  d 
the  loft  Difcipline  of  the  Army,  ^and 
extinguifh’d  the  Mifchiefs  of  the. former 
Age,  When  the  Soldiers  through  Id leneis 
grew  Impudent,  and  refusd  Obedience  i 
That  General’s  fafe  who  hasdeferv’d  the 
Love  and  Reverence  of  his  Soldiers; 
whofe  Authority  being  thus  fecui’d,  none 
of  the  Inferior  Officers  need  value  it  whe¬ 
ther  their  Men  love  them  or  not;  for  be¬ 
ing  indifferent  whether  the  Soldiers  be 
pleas’d  with  it  or  no,  they  attend  the 
Works,  exercife  their  Regiments,  take  ac¬ 
count  both  of  their  Men,  their  Arms, 
and  their  Retrenchments.  For  he  is  not 
a  General  who  ftaods  in  fear  that  the  Pre¬ 
parations  making  againft  the  Enemy  are 
defign’d  to  oppofe  himfelf;  which  was 
the  Apprehenfion  of  fome  of  our  former 
Emperors  when  they  went  forth  to  War. 
The  Army  therefore  wifh’d  not  only  that 
the  Difcipline,  but  that  their  very  Bodys 
fhould  be  enervated,  and  their  Swords 
rufted  in  their  Scabbards ;  for  that  the  Ge¬ 
nerals  ftood  more  in  fear  of  their  own 
Princes  Treachery,  and  of  Violence  to  be 
offer’d  by  their  own  Soldiers,  than  of  the 
Enemies  Forces.  ’Tis  the  nature  of  the 
Conftellations,  that  the  leffer  Luminaries 
are  obfeur’d  upon  the  appearance  of  the 
D  3 
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greater 5  fo  when  the  Emperor  appears,  the  i 
Authority  of  the  General  ceafes.  But 
you,  tho  you  were  greater  than  any,  yet 
you  were  fo  without  diminution  tp  any: 
every  Man  retain’d  his  own  Authority 
when  you  were  prefent,  as  much  as  in 
Wour  Abfence  ;  nay,  many  were  the  better 
obey’d,  becaufe’t was  found  they  were  by 
you  refpedled.  Wherefore  being  equally 
dear  to  all,  you  fo  intermixt  the  Autho- 
rity  of  the  Emperor  with  the  Duty  of 
a  Fellow-Soldier,  that  as  you  exafted  e- 
very  Man’s  Labour  and  Endeavour,  you 
were  yet  {Fill  ready  as  a  Friend  and  Com¬ 
rade  to  relieve  them.  How  happy  then 
was  the  Army,  whofe  Truth  and  Dili¬ 
gence  you  were  fatisfy’d  in,  not  by  hear- 
fay,  but  by  your  own  fight  and  prefence  ? 
Nor  could  any  caufleuy  detradF  from, 
or  abufe  the  abfent,  for  in  thole  Cafes 


you  never  lent  a  credulous  Ear. 

Now  when  the  Defires  of  the  People 
have  recall’d  you,  and  you  havedemonfha- 
ted  your  Love  to  your  Native  Country,  by 
forgoing  the  Honours  of  the  Camp  : 
Yourjourny  home  hath  been  eafy,  and 
modeft,  no  way  like  the  March  of  a  Sol¬ 
dier.  Nor  is  it  the  leaft  part  of  your  Com¬ 
mendation  that  no  Parent  nor  Husband 


needs  ftand  in  Terror  at  your  coming. 
Chaftity,  fo  much  by  others  affected,  w 
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to  you  fo  inbred  and  habituated,  that’tis 
fcareetobe  accounted  one  of  your  Ver¬ 
mes.  No  Noife  nor  Tumults  have  been 
in  your  paflage,  for  preffing  of  Carriages  : 
]s]o  intuiting  of  Landlords,  nor  exact- 
ing  of  Provifion.  Befides,  by  the  Cour- 
tefyand  good  Behaviour  of  your  Retinue, 
it  look’d  like  the  Journey  of  feme  General 
(  fuch  a  one  as  your  felf  )  towards  the  Ar¬ 
my  ;  for  there  is  no  difference  to  be  made 
either  before  or  fince  you  were  made  Em¬ 
peror.  How  unlike  was  the  Progrefs, 
or  rather  Devaftation  of  one  of  our  late 
Emperors;  whenheeven  made  War  up¬ 
on  the  Country  ,deftroying,plundenng,and 

burning  wherefoever  he  came,  that  one 
would  think  the  Enemy  whom  he  fled 
from  had  done  the  bufinefs.  The  Provin¬ 
ces  make  their  Obfervation  now.  That  that 
was  Domitians  March,  not  Trajan  s. 
Nor  is  it  fo  much  for  your  own  Honour, 
as  for  the  Advantage  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  that  by  an  Edift  you  have  order¬ 
ed  the  Expenees  both  of  his,  and  your  own 
Return  to  be  made  publick  :  That  your 
SuccelTors  may  hereafter  ufe  to  compute 
the  Charges  of  their  Journeys,  as  though 
they  were  to  give  an  account  to  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  how  much  they  fpend  in  going 
and  returning.  That  they  ihould  only 
take  what’s  lawful  for  them  to  take,  and 
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not  fuch  things  as  Fm-afhaai’dto  mention; 
and  that  future  Princes  may  know,  whe¬ 
ther  they  defire  it  or  no,  that  fo  much  your 
Progrefs  coft.  And  that  they  Cbould  take 
examples  by  yours, and  by  Domitian* s ;  and 
know  that  men  will  take  their  opinions  of 
them  as  they  imitate  you  or  him.  Tho  you 
have  merited  new  Honours,  and  Titles 
for  fo  grear  Defervings,  yet  you  refus’d  the 
Appellation  of  [  Pater  Patri<e~\  the  Fa¬ 
ther  of  your  Country. 

How  long  did  we  contend -with  you? 
And  how  late  was’t  e’er  we  obtain’d? 
That  Name  whichothers  have  aflum’d  the 
very  firft  Day  of  their  Inauguration,  you 
out  of  a  mean  regard  to  your  own  deferv¬ 
ings  did  defer,  till  you  fhew’d  the  World 
that  Was  your  due  by  Merit ;  fo  that  it 
fell  to  your  jhare  only  to  be  the  'Thing  before 
you  had  the  Name,  for  you  were  it  in  e- 
very  man’s  opinion  and  judgment ;  nor 
did  it  fignify  any  thing  to  the  Publick  by 
what  Name  you  went,  faving  that  we 
feem’d  ungrateful  to  call  you  rather  Em' 
peror,  and  C^far,  when  we  had  fo  much 
experienc’d  your  paternal  Care  over  us; 
which  Property  with  what  Bounty  and 
Indulgence  do  you  exercife  it,  by  living 
^mong  your  Subjefts,  as  a  Father  does 
among  his  Children?  And  as  you  went 
from  us  only  a  private  Perfon,  but  return’d 

Em- 
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Emperor,  you  thankfully  acknowledg  it, 
and  are  as  willingly  obey’d;  Y*bu  think  no 
better  of  your  felf  now  than  heretofore, 
your  regards  for  us  are  full  the  fame,  you 
Hand  upon  the  fame  Level,  with  This  on¬ 
ly  difference,  that  the  greater  your  Qua¬ 
lity,  fo  the  more  eminent  are  your  Dejerv- 
ings. 

For  firft  of  all,  how  joyful  a  Day  was  it 
to  every  Man  when  you  came  to  Town? 
Other  Emperors  us’d  to  be  brought  in,  not 
only  in  theirTriumphant  Chariots,  drawn 
with  White  Horfes  four  abreafir,  but  up¬ 
on  Mens  Shoulders,  which  wa*  yet  more 
Arrogant.  But  you  for  your  part  being 
only  taller  and  of  a  more  Goodly  Perfo- 
nage  than  others,  made  your  Triumph  not 
upon  our  Patience,  but  upon  the  Pride  of 
former  Princes.  Wherefore  neither  Age 
nor  Sex, nor  Sicknefs, could  detain  any  from 
running  out  to  behold  fo  unufual,  and  fo 
glorious  a  Spectacle.  Every  Body  both 
Young  and  Old,  Men,  Women  and  Chil¬ 
dren,  rejoic’d  to  fee  you,  to  know  your 
Perlon,  and  diftinguifh  it.  Nay,  the 
very  lick,  negle&ing  their  Phyficiansp 
thought  if  they  could  but  have  a  fight  of 
you  they  fhould  recover;  others  were  rea¬ 
dy  to  fing  their  Nunc  dimittu,  fince  they 
had  feen,  and  receiv’d  the  Emperor ;  o- 
thers  were  as  willing  to  live  longer.  The 
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Women  w idl’d  to  be  with  Child,  were 
ravifo’d  when  they  obferv’d  how  good  a 
Prince,  and  brave  a  General  they  brought 
forth  Children  to  be  govern  d  by,  either 
as  private  Subjeas,  or  as  Soldiers  Here 
vou  might  fee  the  Windows.and  the  Roofs 
of  Houfes  loaden  with  Spectators,  no 
place  throughout  your  Paffage  empty  ;  the 

Wavs  crouded,  fcarce  room  fufficient  left 

for  you  to  pafs  ;  the  People  un.verfahy 
teftifying  their  Joy  by  their  Acclamations, 

and  Huzza's.  . 

The  joy  of  your  Arrival  was  equal  to 

the  Expectations  we  had  of  you,  which 
increas’d  the  higher  the  nearer  you  ap¬ 
proach’d  us.  It  rejoic’d  every  Man  to 
Ice  vou  receive  the  Senate  with  a  Kils, 
the  fame  Ceremony  that  pars’d  between 
you  at  your  departure.  Twas  grateful  to 
every  Man  tofee  you  know  all  the  People 
of  Quality  by  Name  without  the ^  help of 
an  Introduftor :  And  that  befides  the 
kind  Reception  they  found  with  you, 
vou  fhew’d  your  felf  familiar,  but  moft 
of  all,  that  you  proceeded  with  a  con- 
ftant  and  an  even  Behaviour  to  People  of 
all  Conditions,  who  came  to  pay  you  their 
Devoir  ;  thftt  you  allow’d  fuchfree  Accefs, 
and  the  very  day  of  your  Arrival  admit¬ 
ted  every  Body ;  nor  were  you  rurrounded 
by  your  Guards,  butfometimesby  the  Se- 
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nate,  otherwhiles  by  the  Equeftriw  Rank, 
as  either  of  them  could  get  near  you  *,  that 
the  Lifters  quietly,  and  filently  march’d 
before  you  ;  tor  as  for  the  Soldiers,  both 
for  the  JVlodefty  of  their  Habit,  and 
Behaviour,  they  np  way  differ’d  from 
other  People. 

But  when  you  mounted  to  the  Capitol, 
what  a  joyful  Rememhrance  wa s  there 
of  your  Adoption  ?  And  how  particularly 
glad  were  they  to  fee  you  there,  who  in 
the  felf-fame  place  had  firft  proclaim’d 
you  ?  ’Twas  then  I  thought  the  Gods  were 
moft  peculiarly  delighted  with  an  Action 
of  their  own  performance  :  For  when  you 
appear’d  in  Perfon  in  the  Place  where  the 
Emperor  A hrva  publifb’d  the  grateful 
News,  how  was  every  Body  there  traof- 
ported  !  What  new  Acclamations!  How 
like  the  Day  ’twasdone  upon  !  How  No* 
bly  were  the  Altars  every  where  adorn’d, 
and  fill’d  with  the  richeA  Sacrifices?  How 
did  not  all  Men  vow,  and  fray  for  your 
Profperity ,  when  they  thought  they  at  the 
fame  time  prayed  for  themfelvcs ,  their  Wives 
and  Children ,  as  they  frayed  for  you  t 
Thence  you  proceeded  to  the  Palace,  but 
with  the  fame  Countenance  and  Modefty 
as  if  you  had  been  going  to  a  private 
Houfe.  Others  went  and  rejoiced  at  home 
where  there  was  no  neceffity  of  flawing 

it. 
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it.  Such  an  entry  had  been  too  much  for  j 
another  Prince :  But  you  are  every  day  j 
more  defirable  than  cither ;  For  you  op-  \ 
pear  that  Prince  inprefent,  which  others  at  \ 
their fir/l  acceffion  promife  to  he  hereafter. 

The  longer  you  live,  the  better  and 
more  defirable  you  grow.  You  have 
wonderfully  reconcil’d  two  different 
things,  the  Security  of  your  Government 
hereafter,  and  the  Decency  of  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  your  Reign-  If  your  Subjects  ap¬ 
proach  your  Perfon  tolaluteyou,  you  don  t 
exped  they  Ihould  fall  proftrate  at  your 
Feet ;  or  if  they’d  kifs  your  Hand,  yon 
kindly  yield  it  to  them.  Your  Humility  is 
ftill  the  fame,  for  if  you  went  before  on 
foot,  you  do fo ftill;  you  lov’d  before  to 
labour,  and  take  pains,  you  do  lo  ftill; 
every  thing  about  you  is  the  fame,  your 
Advancement  having  no  way  chang’d  you. 
We  are  now  allow’d  when  our  Prince  ap¬ 
pears,  to  ftop,  to  meet,  to  walk  by,  and 
to  accompany  him ;  you  appear  amongit  us 
as  a  Man,  not  Handing  like  a  Statue,  or 
a  Pillar- ;  and  give  accefs  to  all,  not  with 
defign  to  upbraid  any,  for  fo  oft  as  any  ap¬ 
ply  to  you  they  are  fooner  filenc’d  by  their 
ownmodefty,  than  your  refufal.  We  are 
govern’d  by  you,  and  fubjeCt  to  you,  yet 
ftill  according  to  the  Laws,  which  tho 
they  reftrain  us  from  Avarice,  and  from 
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Licentioufnefs,  yet  ftil^  we  are  allowed 
to  read  and  be  acquainted  with  them. 
Your  Perfon  is  as  eminent  and  excellent 
as  your  Dignity  or  Power ;  which  tho 
they  are  fuperior  to,  and  above  us,  yet  are 
they  ftill  but  human  Attributes.  Your 
Predeceffors  out  of  Pride,  and  of  Difdain  to 
their  Subjects,  and  out  of  fear  of  an  Equa¬ 
lity  between  them,  us’d  not  to  walk  on 
foot,  but  were  carried  upon  the  Necks  or 
Shoulders  of  their  Slaves.  But  your  Ho¬ 
nour,  Fame  and  Piety,  together  with  the 
Freedom  you  allow  us,  give  you  thePre- 
heminence  by  far  above  thofe  Princes. 
And  for  your  kind  and  courteous  Carriage 
to  your  People, you  are  extoll’d  and  prais’d 
to  the  very  Stars. 

I  am  not  afraid,  my  Lords,  of  Teeming 
tedious,  fince  the  things  we  are  to  return 
Thanks  for  to  the  Emperor  are  many. 
’Twill  perhaps  look  more  refpe&fully  to 
pafs  Tome  few  things  by  in  filence,  and  re¬ 
fer  them  to  you  to  confider,  rather  than 
any  way  infift  upon  them  :  Yet  however, 
thofe  things  which  leaft  require  to  be  re- 
membred  are  confiderable.  For  inftance, 
the  Prefents  made  to  the  feveral  Compa¬ 
nies  of  the  City,  the  great  Donative  to 
the  common  People  by  themlelves,  ^  tho 
|  the  Soldiers  were  to  have  part.  ’Tis  an 
|  Argument  of  a  generous  Soul  to  give  there 
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the  freeft,  where  with  moft  fafety  it 
might  have  been  refus’d.  Yet  in  all  this 
great  Diverfity  the  greateft  Equity  wasob- 
ferv’d  :  For  the  Soldiers  were  to  have  an 
equal  (hare  with  the  People,  and  to  be  firft 
fatisfied  ;  ’cwas  all  perform’d  at  once,  and 
all  Parties  went  away  contented. 

Befides,  how  bounteous  was  the  Divi¬ 
dend  ?  and  how  careful  were  you  that  no 
Man  ihould  go  away  without  being  made 
fenfible  of  your  Liberality?  For  thofe 
who  after  Publication  made  of  your  in¬ 
tended  Bounty,  were  look’d  upon  to  have 
no  (hare  aflign’d  them,  were  yet  made 
equal  to  the  reft,  tho  they  had  no  regu¬ 
lar  Claim.  If  any  were  abfent  either 
through  Bufinefs,  or  were  detained  by 
Sicknefs,  or  by  being  beyond  the  Seas,  or 
in  diftant  Quarters,  they  were  not with- 
ftandingfeverally  taken  care  for  :  Every 
Body  might  come  as  they  would,  and  as 
they  could.  ’Twas  moft  magnificently 
done,  Sir,  and  like  your  feif,to  take  care  by 
your  Beneficence  for  the  moft  diftant 
Countries  all  at  once,  to  interpofe  your 
Charity  to  Mens  Neceffit ies,and  to  helpon 
their  Fortunes  by  your  AfliftanCe  in  the 
Diftribution  of  your  Bounty  ;  that  every 
one  might  be  made,  fenfible  that  he  Was 
regarded  not  only  as'  a  Subjed,  but  as  a 
Felfow-GIreature  of  the  fame  Species  with 

L  l  VOUT 
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yourfeJf.  ’Twas  ufual  upon  the  Days  of 
former  Donatives,for  the  People  to  oblerve 
the  Time  of  the  Emperor’s  going  abroad, 
to  fill  up  all  the  Ways,  to  bring  their 
Children,  to  lift  them  up  upon  their 
Heads  and  Shoulders,  and  to  teach  them 
little  pratling  Compliments,  which  they 
repeated  as  they  were  taught,  like  little 
Parrots :  and  the  greater  Number  of  them 
worrying  the  Prince  to  no  purpofe,  knew 
not  what  they  ask’d,  nor  what  was  grant¬ 
ed,  till  at  length  they  were  given  to  un- 
derftand  that  their  Suits  were  all  put  off. 
You  fuffer’d  not  your  felf  fo  much  as  to  be 
ask’d  and  tho  it  was  a  molt  pleafing 
Sight  to  you  to  behold  fb  numerous  a  Con- 
courfe  of  the  Roman  People,  yet  e’er 
they  had  either  feen  your  Perfon,  or  heard 
you  fpeak,  you  commanded  all  of  them 
to  be  admitted,  and  their  Names  fet  down, 
that  from  their  very  Infancy  they  might 
acknowledg  you  as  their  common  Parent 
for  the  Education  they  receiv’d  from  you; 
that  they  might  be  bred  up  at  your  Ex¬ 
pence,  who  were  hereafter  to  become 
your  Servants,  and  might  individually 
ow  as  great  Obligations  to  you  as  to  their 
natural  Parents.  ’Twas  wifely  a&ed. 
Sir*  thus  at  your  own  Coft  and  Charges 
to  breed  up  the  Hopes  of  the  Romm 
Name:  For  there  is  no  fort  of  publick 

Charge 
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Charge  more  worthy  of  a  generous  Prince, 
whole  Name  deferves  td  be  immortal^ 
than  that  he  hath  been  liberal  to  Pofte- 
rity. 

xThePaft -  The  *  Laws  made  to  incourage 
an  and  Pop-  Matrimony,  and  the  Penalties 
pean  Law.  inflid^ed  for  remaining  fingle,are 
Invft^Aug.  good  Inducements  to  wealthy 
&Uv. cap.  People  to  have  Children  ;  but: 
38-  the  greateft  Encouragement  to 

the  poorer  fort  is  a  Good  Prince,  who  if 
he  does  not  bountifully  reward,  cherifh, 
and  encourage  the  Children  born  in  con¬ 
fidence  of  his  Kindnefs,  he  only  haftens 
the  Downfal  of  the  Empire  and  of  the 
Commonwealth:  for ’twill  be  in  vain  to 
fupport  the  Nobility,  if  he  negleHsthe 
People;  they’l  look  like  a  Head  without 
a  Bbdy,  and  be  foon  depreft  by  their 
own  unequal  Weight.  ’Pis  eafy,  Sir, 
tc  imagine  how  great  Joy  polfeft 
you  when  you  heard  the  Acclamations 
of  Parents,  Children,  old  Men,  Infants, 
Boys,  at  your  Arrival.  This  firft  Welcome 
from  the  little  ones  fill’d  your  Ears.  From 
you  they  expected  lb  be  fed,  which  you 
had  generoufly  done,  tho  it  had  ne’er  been 
ask’d.  But  above  all,  we  are  happy  under 
you  in  this  refpe& ,  that  we  are  incoura- 
ged  both  to  procreate  and  breed  up  our 
Families.  Nb  Parent  need  be  terrified 

upon 
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upon  his  Son’s  account  more  than  for  the 
common  Incidents  to  Human  Frailty, 
fmce  the  Princes  Wrath  is  no  longer  reckon¬ 
ed  atnongft  our  incurable  Difeafes.  ’Tis  a 
mighty  Incouragement  to  breed  up  our 
Children  in  hopes  of  being  maintain’d* 
and  of  being  rewarded  ;  but  ’tis  yet  a 
greater  to  be  allured  that  they  are  born  to 
Liberty  and  Safety.  Were  it  fo,  that  tho 
the  Emperor  gave  us  nothing,  yet  if  he 
took  nothing  away  from  us ;  if  he  bred  up 
none  of  our  Children,  yet  ftill  if  he  flew 
none  of  them,  People  would  however  not 
be  difcouraged  from  having  of  Children. 
But  if,  pn  the  contrary,  he  gave  with  one 
Hand,  and  took  away  with  another; 
brought  up  our  Children, and  then  knock’d 
them  on  the  Head  ;  there’s  no  body  but  in 
a  little  time  would  think  themfeives,  their 
Parents  aod  Pofterity  miferable.  Where¬ 
fore  I  know  nothing  fo  generous  in  all 
your  Liberalities,  than  that  what  you  give 
us  is  your  own.  Nor  are  your  Subjects 
Children  fed,  as  Beads  of  Prey  do  their 
young  ones,  with  Blood  and  Slaughter ; 
and  what’s  moft  grateful  to  the  People  is, 
that  they  know  that  what  they  receive 
from  you,  is  not  taken  away  by  Violence 
from  others  j  and  that  tho  fo  many  be 
enrich’d,  yet  no  body  but  the  Emperor  is 
she  poorer  for’t,  nor  he  neither :  For  be- 
E  ing 
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ing  entirety  Mafler  of  the  Peoples  dffeffton, 

whatfoever  they  pojfefs ,  *tis  all  his  own. 

But,  your  many  glorious  Defervings 
call  me  off.  What  then  fhali  I  fey  ?  or 
how  fhali  I  fufSciently  admire  and  vene¬ 
rate  you  ?  that  you  have  thus  freely  given 
away  fo  much  Money  ;  not  to  appeale  the 
Subject  for  any  Ad  of  Tyranny  or  Cru¬ 
elty,  nor  to  wafh  off  any  Stain  of  that 
forr,  nor  to  filence  the  Difcontents  and 
Murmurs  of  difaffeded  Perfbns^by  afford¬ 
ing  them  Objeds  of  better  Hope.  You 
have  not  expiated  any  Crime  by  your 
Bounty,  nor  made  amends  for  any  fort  of 
Cruelty  by  thus  feeding  the  Poor.  Nor 
have  you  donea  good  Adion  to  fecure  your 
felf  from  the  Refentment  of  any  Evil 
that  preceded.  ’Tis  the  Love,  not  the 
Pardon  of  the  Roman  People  you  have  ac¬ 
quir’d  by  this  your  Generofity  ;  all  People 
went  away  oblig’d,  and  not  appeas’d, 
from  your  Tribunal :  For  being  fecure 
of  your  own  Safety,  you  freely  gave  to 
thofe  who  conceived  a  mutual  Satisfadion. 
For  what  former  Princes  gave  heretofore 
td  allay  the  Hatred  of  the  People,  you 
prefented  them  with  it  with  an  unfpot- 
ted  Charade r,  and  they  as  candidly  re¬ 
ceiv’d  it.  There  are  no  lefs,  my  Lords, 
than  5000  Children  of  the  befl  Roman 
Families,  whom  the  Emperor’s  Generofi¬ 
ty 
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iy  has  fought  our,  and  taken  into  has  Pa- 
ironage,  who  are  ro  be  all  brought  up 
at  the  publick  Charge,  to  be  aSjpporc 
to  the  Commonwealth  in  time  of  Wa^ 
and  to  be  Ornaments  to  their  Country  in 
time  of  Peace  \  and  who  are  all  indru£fed 
to  love  their  Country,notfo  much  becaufe 
they  had  their  Birth,  bur  their  Education 
from  and  in  if.  Thefe  are  to  be  the  Men 
who  mull  fuppl y  the  Army,  and  be  the 
Chiefs  of  other  Civil  Societies  and  Cor- 
porations,  from  whom  an  Offspring  frail 
defcend  who  will  be  enabled  to  maintain 
themfelves.  May  the  Gods,  Great  Sir, 
continue  and  prolong  the  Life  that  they 
have  given  you,  as  youdeferve  ;  and  the 
more  Children  you  find  our,  and  enter  irt- 
to  your  Regrfttr  (for  their  Number  daily 
increafes,  not  becaufe  the  Children  ate 
the  deafer  to  their  Parents,  but  becaufe 
theEmptfor  defines  to  breed  antf  bring 
UpworthyMen)  the  more  of  this  fort  of 
Bounty  may  you  beftow  :  but  all  turns  to 
your  own  account,  for  ’tis  for  your  Ser- 
vi  e  they  are  born. 

I  look  upon  the  great  Quantities  of 
Grain  laid  dp,  to  be  equivalent  to  a  per* 
per ual  Donative.  Pontpey1  s  Care  in  this 
ifery  maoer  turn’d  as  much  to  his  HonOur, 
as  the  Laws  he  made  againft  Bribery  in 
Mkilion  of  Magidrates,  his  Icourins 
E  2  she 
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the  Seas  of  Pirates,  or  his  Triumphs  over 
the  Esft  or  Weft.  But  as  great  a  Patriot 
as  he  was,  became  far  fhort  of  what  our 
prefent  Emperor  has  done*,  who  by  his 
Authority,  Advice,  and^  Credit  under 
him  repoled  in  the  publick  Faith,  hath 
made  the  Roads  fafe,  open’d  the  Havens,  I 
and  fo  fecui’d  the  Commerce  both  by  Sea  j 
and  Land,  that  the  moftdiftant  Countries  | 
trade  together  with  that  Security,  that  , 
the  peculiar  Growth  of  any  one  Province  | 
is  become  common  to  all.  Is  it  not  appa¬ 
rent  that  without  Injury  to  any,  the  Year 
abounds  with  every  thing  for  our  Accom¬ 
modation?  for  the  Harveft  is  not  taken 
by  Rapine  as  from  an  Enemy,  nor  kept 
up  in  Granaries  till  ’tis  fpoil’d,  nor  brought 
away  from  our  Allies  againft  their  Wills. 
They  themfelves  bring  us  what  their 
Land  produceth,  the  Sun  ripens,  or  the 
feveral  Seafons  of  the  Year  afford ;  nor  do 
they  fail  the  Payment  of  their  former 
Taxes  through  new-laid  Impofitions. 
The  publick  Bank  buys  in  the  Surplufage 
of  the  Market,  and  fells  it  out  again  at 
reafonable  rates.  This  begets  Plenty  and 
Content,  nor  do  we  hear  of  Want  or  of 
Famine  any  where. 

Egypt  was  wont  to  boa  ft,  that  for  pro¬ 
ducing  and  raifing  of  Corn  they  needed 
apt  the  Heavens  nor  Rain;  for  being  o- 

vernowed 
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verflowed  by  the  River  Nile,  and  ao 
cuftomed  to  enrich  their  Ground  by  no 
other  Moifture,  their  Harveft  us’d  to  be 
fo  plentiful,  that  they  ever  contended 
with  the  moft  fruitful  Regions ;  yet  was 
this  very  Province  by  an  unufual  Drought 
of  late  perfectly  burnt  up  to  Barrennefs. 
For  the  River  happening  not  to  overflow 
its  Banks,  made  not  the  ufual  Inundation, 
fo  that  the  feveral  Mouths  and  Channels  of 
it  look’d  like  fo  many  feveral  great  Ri¬ 
vers.  For  this  reafon  a  very  great  Quan¬ 
tity  of  their  Lands,  which  us’d  conftandy 
to  be  overflow’d,  wa$  parch’d  and  utterly 
burnt  up  to  Dufl.  The  Egyptians  then 
in  vain  began  to  obferve  the  Clouds,  and 
wifli  for  Rain,  when  they  faw  their  Coun¬ 
try,  formerly  efleem’d  the  Granary  of  the 
World,  reduced  to  thofe  Extremitie1 , 
which  they  were  wont  to  fupply  in  other 
Parts.  For  the  River  which  us’d  to  cover 
the  Tops  of  Hills,  was  not  only  now  kept 
back, but  contained  it  (elf  within  its  Chan** 
nel,  not  leaving  fo  much  Moifture  as  to 
prepare  the  Ground  for  Tillage.  Where¬ 
fore  the  Country  thus  depriv’d  of  their  In¬ 
undation,  wherein  their  Hopes  conflfled, 
began  to  implore  the  Emperor’s  Aflif- 
tance,  as  they  us’d  to  do  their  Rivers : 
Nor  did  their  Complaint  lafb  longer  than 
the  News  of  it  arriv’d.  For,  Sir,  your 
E  3  Autho- 


70  Pliny j  Tanegyrick  \ 

Authority  is  obey’d  with  that  Difpatcb^ 
^nd  your  Bounty  is  To  inclinable  to  fupply 
yourSubje&s  Wants,  that  ’tis  fufficient 
if  you  but  knpw  of  their  Necefluy.  I 
wifh  for  mine  own  pare  grateful  Seafons, 
and  Years  of  Plenty  to  all  Countries; 
however  I  can’t  but  think  that  Provi  ence 
call:  Egypt  into  this  Condition  to  convince 
the  World  both  of  your  Ability,  and  uf 
your  Vigilance.  For  when  you  deferve 
to  have  every  thing  about  you  piolpe- 
rou',  is  it  not  apparent  that  if  any  thing 
falls  our  adverfe,  \is  only  to  afford  matter 
forycur  Venues  to  encounter,  and  to  h- 
creafe  your  Glory  ?  Profperity  tries  the 
Good ,  but  Jdverfities  demon(lrate  the  Great 
and  Noble  Soul.  ’Twas  boafted  hereto¬ 
fore  that  Rome  could  not  fubfift  but  by  the 
Help  cf  Egypt.  That  vain  and  empty 
People  us’d  to  brag  that  they  were  the 
Men  that  fed  their  Conquerors,  and  that 
they  had  it  in  their  power  to  fupply  or 
ftarveus.  We  have  made  them  now  4 
Return  for  their  Supplies,  we  have  fur- 
nifia’d-them  with  the  Harveft  they  want¬ 
ed,  and  they  have  carried  back  the  Stores 
they  brought  us;  Let  them  hereafter 
know  then  by  this  Experience,  that  from 
-  henceforth  we  expeft  not  Corn,  but  Tri¬ 
bute  at  their  Hands:  And  let  them  know 
moreover  that  tho  we  can  fuppoit  our 

felves 
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felves  without  them,  yet  are  they  ftilhour 
Servants.  The  River  Nile  may  keep 
within  its  Bounds  and  Channel,  that’s  no¬ 
thing  to  Rome  ;  nor  need  we  fend  thither, 
unlefs  it  he  to  ad  vile  them  to  fend  us  their 
empty  Shipping  to  take  in  their  Lading 
with  us,  and  fo  return.  Let  ’em  wifh 
themfelves  the  good  Winds  and  Weather 
homeward  bound,  which  they  us’d  to 
wifh  for  as  they  fail’d  outward. 

It  looks,  Sir,  like  a  Miracle,  that  the 
Plenty  of  Rome  Zhou  Id  reproach  Egypt 
and  the  Nile  for  Sloth  and  Barrennels. 
’Twasyour  Care  and  Kindnefs  that  fup- 
plied  them,  and  to  fhew  the  World  that 
Egypt  can  fooner  want  Italy ,  than  Italy 
Egypt.  That  fruitful  Country  had  be.en 
ruin’d  had  they  been  free  and  not  depen¬ 
dent  on  the  Empire.  They  were  furpri- 
zed  by  their  unwonted  Scarcity,  and  not 
more  tormented  by  their  Hunger  than  by 
their  Shame,  when  you  with  infinite 
Charity  obviated  both.  The  Peafants 
wondred  to  fee  their  Granaries  fill’d  with 
Corn,  which  they  had  neither  cut  nor 
carried,  what  Fields  it  came  from,  or 
whether  there  were  any  other  River  in 
the  Country.  ’Tisyour  Bounty  then  has 
taken  off  the  Scandal  of  their  Poverty. 
And  the  produ&ive  River  Nilet thoit  hath 
off  overflow’d  its  Banks  to  the  Advantage 
E  4  of 
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of  .Egypt,  yet  it  never  made  fo  large  a, 
Return  of  Honour  to  the  Empire,  as  un- 
der  you. 

How  will  not  all  other  Countries  'wifh 
themfelves  incorporated  within  the  Ro¬ 
mm  Empire,  when  they  fee  the  Emperor 
both  able  and  defirous  alfo  to  fupply  and 
bring  back  Returns  of  Wealth  from  all 
Farts  as  occafion  offers  ?  when  they  fee  a 
far  diftant  Country,  divided  from  us  by 
the  Sea,  as  tenderly  relieved  and  fed,  as 
tho  they  were  a  Part  of  the  Roman  Peo¬ 
ple?  The  Seafons  never  are  fo  plenteous 
as  to  be  capable  to  furnifh  every  Country 
all  at  once  ;  but  if  your  Majefty  can’t 
avoid  a  Scarcity  in  fome  Parts,  yet  you 
provide  again  ft  the  Effe&s  of  it.  If  you 
can’t  raife  Plenty  upon  the  Spot,  you  im¬ 
port  it  from  elfewhere.  You  unite  the 
Raft  and  Weft  by  your  Navigation,  that 
all  the  World  may  be  made  fenfible  how 
much  better  7 tis  to  be  governed  by  the  wife 
Conduct  of  a  Monarch ,  than  under  the  jar¬ 
ring  Difficulties  of  a  confus’d  Liberty  to  be 
deprived  the  Benefit  of  Commerce .  For 
where  Men  trade  feparately  and  as  Inter¬ 
lopers,  every  Man’s  Lofs  turns  to  his  own 
Damage  :  But  when  they  unite  in  Com¬ 
panies  and  Joint  Stocks  under  a  good  Go¬ 
vernor,  there  a  Lofs  is.  felt  the  eafier  by 
Particulars,  but  common  Advantage  fhall 

accrue 
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accrue  to  all.  But  whether  it  be  or  not 
that  a  peculiar  Providence  prefides  over 
every  Country  and  great  River,  I  with 
that  E&ypt,  of  late  fuccoured  by  the  Empe¬ 
ror’s  Beneficence,  may  be  contented  and 
recover  their  former  Loffes.  Nor  fhali 
we  require  Intereft  from  them,tho  ’tis  but 
juft  that  they  fhould  pay  it :  I  wifh  rather 
thatfince  ’tis  not  required,  they  may  be 
hereafter  able  to  bear  the  Scarcity  of  one 
Year’s  Harveft  which  the  unufual  Seafon 
has  denied  them. 

So  much  for  the  Good  you  have  done 
your  Subje&s  and  Allies:  now  for  the 
Spe&acles  you  have  exhibited ;  Not  effe¬ 
minate  and  fmutty  Comedys  to  enervate  and 
vitiate  Mens  Minds ,  but  noble  and  man¬ 
like  Exercifes,  to  encourage  Men  to  gene¬ 
rous  Exploits, and  to  a  Contempt  of  Death; 
that  even  in  Slaves  and  Criminals  there 
appeared  an  Emulation,  and  Defire  of 
Vi&ory.  And  in  obliging  the  People 
with  thefe  Entertainments,  what  great 
Liberality  and  Equity  did  the  Emperor 
fhew  by  being  no  way  partial  to  the  Com¬ 
batants,  or  at  leaft  too  generoufly  referv’d 
to  have  expreft  it  ?  The  People  obtained 
what  they  ask'd,  and  were  offer’d  more 
than  they  defir’d ;  nay  the  Emperor  gave 
them  their  way,  and  bid  them  ask  what 
they  would ;  by  which  means  many 

things 
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things  were  exhibited  more  than  were  in¬ 
tended,  and  others  brought  out  into  the 
Amphitheater  as  Toon  as  thought  on. 
How  freely  aifo  were  the  Spe&ators  left 
totheir  Applaufe  or  Cenfure?  No  Man 
was  blamM  ©r  counted  impious  as  former¬ 
ly,  for  not  approving  ^he  Gladiators 
brought  by  the  Emperor  ;  no  Man  made 
a  Spectacle,  and  drag’d  away  with  a  Hook 
in  his  Nofe  to  be  burnt  alive  upon  that 
account.  That  Emperor  [  Domitian  ] 
was  mad  and  void  of  all  true  Honour,  that 
made  it  Treafcn  for  Men  to  give  their 
Opinions  in  the  Theater,  and  that 
thought  himfelf  defpis’d  and  vilify ’d  if 
People  gave  not  their  Applaufe  to  the 
Swords- men  he  appointed:  Who  inter¬ 
preted  theirOpinions  to  the  contrary,  as 
a  Violation  of  his  DiviWty  ;  for,  efteem- 
ing  himfelf  a  God,  he  'would  have  his 
Fencers  thought  as  facred  as  himfelf. 

But  how  agreeable  a  Sight  did  you  af¬ 
ford  us,  Sir,  inlbead  of  thofe  deteftable 
Exercifes  ?  Inftead  of  condemn’d  Slaves 
and  Criminals  to  fight,  and  kill  one  ano» 
ther,  you  produc’d  a  Regiment  of  Spies, 
of  Thieves, and  of  Informers.  ’Twas  not 
the  Mountains,  nor  the  Roads,  but  the 
Temples  and  Courts  of  Juflice  they  had 
pefter’d.  No  Man’s  lait  Will  and  TcT 
tament,  no  Man?s  Eftate  was  lafe;  ’cwas 
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ftp  matter  whether  Men  had  Children  or 
no.  The  Covetoufnefs  of  our  former 
Emperor?  gave  Encouragement  to  this 
Milehief  \  you  were  pleafed  to  take  notice 
of  it,  and  as  before  you  appeas’d  the  Mu¬ 
tinies  of  the  Army,  fo  you  relblv’d  to  do 
the  fame  by  the  Courts  of  Juftice,  ’Twas 
you  that  firft  cut  off  and  fear’d  this  Gan¬ 
grene,  and  by  your  provident  Severity 
took  care  that  the  Safety  of  the  People 
founded  upon  the  Law,  fhould  not  here¬ 
after  be  perplex’d  and  fhaken  by  the  Abu- 
fes  qf  the  Law.  Wherefore  tho  your 
Fortunes  and  Liberality  diverted  us  one 
while  by  the  fighting  of  robuft  and  flurdy 
Combatants,  otherwhiles  with  ravenous 
wild  Beafts,  thefe  fucceeded  by  as  mild 
and  as  familiar  Entrainments,  tho  you 
oblig’d  us  by  thedDiftribution  of  private 
and  ill-gotten  Treafure  of  your  Predeceft- 
fors,  yet  nothing  was  more  pleafing  nor 
more  worthy  of  your  Imperial  Dignity, 
than  to  expofe  the  brazen  Faces  and  long 
Ears  of  tho, ft  common  Evidences  and 
Knights  of  the  Puff.  We  knew  their 
Countenances,  and  rejoic’d  as  over  Vic¬ 
tims  offer’d  to  the  publick  Vengeance, 
v/hen  we  few  the  Rafcals  led  forth  to 
their  refpeftive  Punifhmenrs.  Some 
were  put  on  Shipboard  upon  fuch  tattered 
Yeffels  as  could  firft  be  feiz’d  oq,  and  fo 
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committed  to  the  Ocean  ;  that  the  Coun¬ 
try  wafted  ind  depopulated  by  their  Villa- 
ny  might  be  rid  of  them,that  if  any  of  ’em 
happen’d  to  efcape  the  Waves  and  Tern- 
p£ftsj  they  might  live  among  the  Rocks 
and  defolate  Shoars,  and  waft  the  mifera- 
fole  remainder  of  their  Lives  in  Poverty 
and  Perplexity,  leaving  behind  the  Coun¬ 
try,  where  they  had  been  common  Pefts, 
lecure.  It  was  a  memorable  Spectacle  to 
behold  this  Fleet  of  Vermin  fet  adrift, 
and  forc’d  to  fpread  their  Sails  to  every 
Wind,  to  fee  them  tofs’d  and  fhipwrack’d 
upon  every  Rock  to  which  the  Tempeft 
drove  them.  It  delighted  us  to  fee 
their  Navy  fe  pa  rated  as  foon  as  they 
weighed  Anchor,  and  to  return  our 
Thanks  to  the  Emperor  upon  theShoar, 
who  without  the  lead:  diminution  of  his 
Clemency  had  committed  it  to  Neptune 
to  revenge  the  Injuries  the  Rogues  had 
done  us.  ’Twas  a  fufficient  Teftimony 
of  the  Alteration  of  the  Times,  to  fee 
thofe  guilty  Wretches  fent  to  inhabit  a- 
mongft  the  Rocks,  to  which  before-time 
many  an  Innocent  Perfon  had  been 
doom’d:  And  to  fee  thofe  barbarous 
Iflands,  where  Senators  had  been  before 
confin’d  and  banifh’d,  now  fill’d  and  peo¬ 
pled  with  their  proper  Exiles,  that  dif¬ 
fer  there  ioooo  Punifliments  not  only  to 
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the  Comfort  of  the  Age  in  being,but  as  Ex- 
arnples  to  all  Pofterity.  Infteajd  of  tak* 
ing  away  others  Goods,  they  lofe  their 
own  :  for  their  eje& ing  others  from  their 
Houfes,  they  are  turn’d  out  of  doors 
themfelves.  Nor  have  they  now  occaft- 
on  to  laugh  at  it,  as  they  us’d  to  do  when 
their  impudent  and  brazen’d  Foreheads 
were  mark’d  and  branded  by  the  Execu¬ 
tioner.  They  may  now  read  their 
Crimes  in  their  Punifliments,  when  their 
Fears  exceed  their  Hopes,  and  they  them¬ 
felves  remain  in  as  much  Terror,  as  they 
were  wont  before  to  put  others  into.  , 
The  Emperor  Titus  moft  worthily  provi¬ 
ded  for  our  Safety  and  Satisfaflion  in  this 
behalf,  for  which  Divine  Honours  were 
decreed  him  ;  tut  how  much  more  wor¬ 
thy  will  you  be  accounted  to  be  enumera¬ 
ted  amongft  the  Gods,  who  have  added 
fo  many  famous  A&ions  to  thofe  of  his 
for  which  he  acquired  Divinity  ?  ’Tis 
even  prodigious  that  when  the  Emperor 
Nerva,  a  Prince  moft  worthy  of  fuch  a 
Son  and  Succeffor  as  you,  who  had.  To 
much  improv’d  the  Laws  and  Conftitu- 
tions  left  by  Titus,  that  he  leem'd  to  have 
left  nothing  to  be  ena&ed  after  him;  yet 
have  you  thought  on  and  contriv’d  ib 
much,  that  one  would  think  there  had 
been  nothing  done  before  you.  How 

great 
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great  an  Addition  of  Honour  is  this  vttf 
thing  to  you  ?  Your  Glory  breaks  forth 
like  the  Morn,  and  Sunfhine,  that  imparts 
its  Rays  not  feparately  here  and  there, 
but  that  affords  its  Light  in  common,  and 
St  once  illuminates  the  Univerfe. 

How  great  a  Satisfa&ion  is  it  to  ob- 
ferve  the  Treafury  quiet,  and  filent  as 
’twas  us’d  to  be  before  the  Days  of  Inform¬ 
ing  ?  ’Tis  now  a  SanQuary  and  a  real 
Temple  of  Juftice,  not  a  Magazine  of  Ra¬ 
pine,  nor  a  Receptacle  of  barbarous  Ex¬ 
tortion  ;  tho  heretofore  ’cwas  the  only 
Place  in  the  World  perhaps  where  under 
a  good  Prince,  ill  Men  were  yet  too  ma¬ 
ny,  and  too  powerful  for  the  Good. 
Now  the  Honour  of  the  Law  is  reviv’d, 
and  nothing  fuffer’d  to  be  perverted  frond 
the  public!*  Profit  and  Advantage.  NO 
Man’s  Penalties  are  excus’d,  but  Exam¬ 
ples  made,  only  with  this  Diftinftion, 
that  Men  Rand  in  dread  of  the  Laws,  not 
of  the  Accufer.  Some  Men  perhaps  may 
think  you  will  not  regulate  the  Exche¬ 
quer,  where  your  Fines  and  Forfeitures 
are  levied  with  that  Exactnefs  as  the 
Treafury,  but  they  are  miftaken.  For 
you  know  how  as  well  to  govern  what 
relates  to  your  own  peculiar  Property, as  to 
the  publick  Income.  We  may  now  with 
Freedom  challenge  your  Attorny  or  Soli¬ 
cit^ 
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citor  General  to  proceed  in  Court ;  tho 
this  very  Court  was  look’d  on  formerly  as 
the  mcft  (evere  of  any  of  the  Benches, 
the  prefent  Emperor’s  Ccndefctnfion  in 
allowing  Adioris  to  be  brought  in  it  a- 
gainfl:  himfelf,  has  quafify’d  ir.  Nor  are 
the  Judges  of  it  appointed  by  Parent,  but 
by  Lot :  we  may  now  except  againft  and 
challenge  the  Bench  :  we  may  rtjcd  and 
give  our  Reafons,  and  fpeak  out  plainly ; 
fuch  a  Judg  he  is  timorous  and  undtr- 
flands  not  the  Happinefs  of  the  prefent 
Government  ;  let  us  have  fuch  who  know 
the  Interefl  and  good  Intentions  of  the 
Emperor  better. 

The  Prerogative  of  the  Prince,  and  the 
Rights  of  the  Subject  are  now  grown  confident 
in  the  Courts  of  Juft  ice.  And  what’s 
your  greateft  Honour,  Sir,  is  this,  that 
Caufesare  often  given  again#  you  in  the 
Exchequer,  which  could  never  happen 
but  under  a  gracious  Sovereign.  This  is. 
Great  Sir,  of  it  felf ;  but  ’cis  yet  more 
for  your  Honour  that  you  have  Perfons  of 
fuch  Worth  for  your  Solicitors,  and  Coun¬ 
cil  karn’d,  that  the  People  defire  no  better 
Judges  :  Befides,  People  are  free  to  objeft 
and  fay,  This  Man  (hall  be  no  Judg  in  my 
Caufe.  You  impole  no  Neceffiry  upon 
your  Officers,  as  knowing  it  to  be  a  fpe- 
cial  Grace  not  to  make  ufe  of  them  but 

upon 
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.upon,  juft  occasions.  Necefliry  of  State 
oblig’d  our  former  Princes  to  introduce 
divers  new  Taxes  and  Impofitions,  which 
tho  of  ufe  to  the  Commonwealth,  yet 
were  they  burdenfom  to  particular  Perfons ; 
Rich  was  the  Exa&ion  of  the  twentieth 
Penny  by  way  of  *  Relief, ,  a  Duty  eafier 
to  the  Heir  in  diftaot  Provinces  than  a- 
mongft  the  Italians  ;  for  upon  the  latter 
’twas  exa£led,  the  others  got  it  off.  For 
\was  apparent  how  uneafily  it  would  be 
gather’d,  and  how  Men  would  grudg  to 
be  diftrain’d,  and  to  have  their  Goods 
taken  away  by  force,  which  by  Birthright, 
Law  and  Cuftom  ought  to  have  defcended 
to  them.  Thefe  they  look’d  upon  as  their 
own,  in  prefent  Pofleftion,  not  in  Rever- 
fion,  and  fuch  as  they  might  devife  to 
their  Heirs  and  SuccefTors.  True  it  is, 
thar  the  antient  Roman  Families  claim’d 
an  Exemption  from  this  Law  ;  others 
who  ;ame  later  to  fettle  themfelves  in 
Rome,  and  claim’d  the  Right  of  Roman 
Citizens,  either  by  virtue  of  their  com¬ 
ing  from  fome  Colony,  or  by  Letters 
Patents  of  Denization  granted  by  the  Etn- 


*  This  is  a  Term  usd  in  our  Engliih  Common  Law,  where 
when  the  Lord  had  bad  the  Wardjfjip  and  Marriage  of  the 
Heir,  be  bad  yet  Relief  paid  him ,  which  was  one  full  Tear's 
Value  of  the  Lands  boldeti  in  Chivalry. 
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peror,  were  refus’d  it,  and  were  aceount- 
ed  even  by  their  next  Neighbours  Fo¬ 
reigners  in  this  refpeCf  :  So  that  the  great 
Privilege  of  being  a  Roman  Citizen  turn’d 
to  a  Difadvantage,  and  (erv’d  only  to  ex¬ 
cite  Hatred,  Difcord,  and  a  Neglect  of 
Families,  when  the  innocent  Children 
fuffer’d  upon  the  Parents  account,  and 
that  too  for  Defeats  out  of  their  power. 
However  there  were  fome  fb  much  in  love 
with  the  very  Name  of  a  Roman  Citizen, 
that  they  thought  it  fufficienteven  to  make 
amends  to  them  for  this  Tax  of  the  twen¬ 
tieth  Penny,  and  for  their  Lofs  of  what 
fhould  have  defcended  to  them  by  right 
of  Affinity  :  Thefe  truly  defetv’d  their 
Freedom  the  more,  for  the  Value  they  put 
upon  it.  For  this  reafon  the  Emperor 
Nerva  enabled,  that  where  a  Woman 
diedfeiz’dof  an  Efface,  it  fhould  defcend 
to  her  Children  ;  and  where  like  wife 
Children  died  feiz’d  of  an  Efface,  having 
only  a  Mother,  it  fhould  defcend  to  her, 
freed  from  this  Tax  of  the  twentieth  Pen¬ 
ny,  thothe  Family  when  they  were  firffc 
regiff red  Freemen  of  Rome  were  barr’d 
their  Right  of  Affinity.  He  likewife 
granted  the  fame  Immunity  between  the 
Father  and  Son,  provided  the  Son  was 
within  the  Father’s  Tuition.  However 
the  Emperor  accounted  it  unworthy,  info- 
F  lent, 
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lent,  and  next  to  impious,  to- allow  this 
Privilege  to  any  Excife-Man,  or  Subcol- 
le&orof  the  Cuftoms;  nor  would  he fuf- 
fer  the  prefling  Neceffities-of  the  State  to 
be  defrauded  without  fome  great  amends 
made  :  yet  ftill  he  looked  upon  no  part  of 
the  Revenue  To  confiderable,  but  that  he 
chofe  rather  to  part  with  it,  than  to  de- 
ftroy  the  Privity  between  Parents,  and 
their  Children. 

Hitherto  the  Emperor  Nerva  put  per- 
baps  a  reftraint  upon  himfelf  in  the  publick 
Chara&er  of  a  Prince,  as  being  refolved  to 
dilate  himfelf  the  more  in  that  of  a  Fa¬ 
ther.  For  being  to  adopt  fo  excellent  a 
Son  as  You,  he  added  this  part  of  an  Af¬ 
fectionate  Parent,  that  being  content  to 
have  only  marked  out  fome  things  neceffa- 
ry  to  be  reformed,  he  left  the  Honour  en¬ 
tirely  to  you  tofinifh  them.  You  therefore 
prefently  builded  upon  his  Foundation; 
and  to  the  end  that  the  Father  might  be 
free  in  his  Affe&ions,  and  the  Son  in  the 
defcentof  his  Inheritance, you  refolved  that 
you  would  not  immediately  upon  his 
Death  forget  he  was  your  Father.  ’Twas 
generoufly  done,  Sir,  not  to  lay  a  Tax  up¬ 
on  Parents  Tears, to  fuffer  the  Sons  Eftate 
to  go  to  the  Father,  and  not  to  permit  ci¬ 
thers  to  have  a  fhare  in  the  Inheritance 
who  bore  no  partin  the  Lofs  nor  Grief, 

to 
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t5  fuffer  no  Man  ro  be  call’d  to  account  for 
fo  dear  and  frefh  a  misfortune,  nor  any  Fa¬ 
ther  to  be  compePd  to  fhew  what  his  Son 
had  left  him.  I  inhance,  my  Lords,  the 
value  of  this  Concefhon,  when  I  make  ap¬ 
pear  the  reafon  of  its  Liberality.  For  ’tis 
Ambition,  Vanity,  Profufenefs,  and  what 
you  will,  rather  th  in  Bounty,which  is  not 
founded  in  Reafon.  Wherefore,  Sir,  ’twas 
worthy  of  your  Clemency,  to  leffen  the 
misfortune  of  Mens  lofing  their  Children 
and  not  to  fuffer  them  upon  it  to  be  affed- 
edwith  other  Lofles  5Tis  a  thing  mi- 
feiahlaenough  of  it  felf,  for  a  Father  to 
be  foie  Heir  to  his  Son;  but  much  more 
to  have  Cplledors  of  the  Taxes  come  and 
claim  their  fhare  too  of  the  Efface.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  when  Nerztit  had  appointed  that 
the  Children  in  the  del’  ent  of  their  Parents 
Eflate  fhould  be  acquired  of  this  T wenty 
Penny  Duty,  it  fecm’J  reafonable  that 
Parents  on  the  other  hand  fhould  enjoy  the 
lame  Privilege  in  what  fell  to  them  from 
their  Children.  Far  what  reafon  is  there 
that  greater  deference  fhould  be  paid  Po¬ 
lity  than  to  our  Anceffors?  or  why 
mould  not  equity  be  extended  equally  to 
Parents  as  well  as  to  Children  ?  Hut  you* 
Sir,  hare  done  more,  for  you  have  abro¬ 
gated  that  Exception,  provided  always 
mat  the  Son  were  within  the  Father’s  Tui- 
P7  ^  tiofy 
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tion,  having  ,  as  I  fuppofe,  a  regard  to  the 
Law  of  Nature,  which  ever  implies  Chil¬ 
dren  to  be  within  their  Parents  Jurifdiffion, 
and  not  that  Men  J honld  live  like  Beafts , 
where  he  that  is  ftrongeft  governs  and  do¬ 
mineers  over  the  reft.  For  being  not  yet 
laustied  to  have  excufed  the  firft  Degree 
of  Kindred  from  this  Impofition,  you 
have  exempted  the  fecond,  by  providing 
that  Brothers  and  Sifters,  and  fo  e  convex- 
fo  Sillers  and  Brothers,  Grandfathers 
and  Grandmothers,  with  their  Grandchil¬ 
dren  of  both  Sexes,  that  all  thefe  in  the 
defeent  of  an  Eftate  fhould  be  mutually 
difeharged  :  So  that  by  this  means  the  Pri¬ 
vilege  of  the  Roman  Citizens  extends  it 
felf  with  the  fame  Indulgence  throughout 
all  Italy,  the  Rights  of  Affinity  andCon- 
fanguinity  being  prefer vM  intire  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Laws  of  Nature,  a  Privilege 
which  other  Princes  were  proud  to  be  pe¬ 
tition'd  tor,  not  that  ever  they  defign’d  to 
grant, but  that  they  might  fhew  their  Au¬ 
thority  in  refufing  it.  By  this  the  World 
may  fee  both  your  Benignity  and  Clemen¬ 
cy  in  reftoring  of  Eftates  difpers’d  and 
fluttered,  by  making  up  the  breaches  ot 
Inheritances,  and  commanding  them  in 
a  manner  to  commence  anew,  by  thus 
voluntarily  conferring  what  your  Prede- 
ceffors  had  refus’d,  and  granting  that  in 

gene: 
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general  which  hitherto  particular  People 
could  not  obtain,  and  laftly  by  depriving 
your  felf  of  the  occafion  of  doing  fo  many 
Kindneftes,  and  of  the  opportunity  of  re¬ 
ceiving  fo  many  Thanks.  Fm  humbly  cf 
Opinion  that  you  thought  it  an  unworthy 
thing,  that  Men  (hould  come  to  you  wi  h 
Petitions  for  what  the  Laws  of  God  and 
Nature  had  allow’d.  Be  the  cafe  now 
then  between  Brother  and  Sifter,  Grand¬ 
father  and  Grandchild  ;  the  Emperor  hath 
granted  it  to  be  determin’d  even  as  Na¬ 
ture  caft  it,  and  of  his  further  Charity  be¬ 
lieves  it  to  be  as  unjuft  to  let  Inheritances 
devolve  with  thefe  Incumbrances  to  the 
Heirs,  as  to  difinherit  them.  Let  us  depart 
with  Joy  andThankfulnefs  then  to  out- 
own  Countries,  fince  we  can  there  enjoy 
the  Privilege  of  Roman  Citizens,  none 
of  us  being  by  this  burdenfom  Impofiti- 
on  to  be  deprived  or  dock’d,  but  to  enjoy 
the  fame  dear  Pledges  which  we  held  be¬ 
fore  ;  and  that  too  in  a  more  comfortable 
manner,  for  none  fhall  be  depriv’d  or 
barr’d  hereafter  of  his  Birthright  upon  ac¬ 
count  ofliving  abroad,  ncr  be  compel’d  to 
pay  a  Tax  for  the  Eftate  defeended  to  him ; 
the  Emperor  as  a  common  Parent  having 
forbidden  his  Officers  to  demand  any 
thing :  A  fmall  Eftate  now  lying  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  is  difeharg’d  the  Duty,and  the  grate- 
F  1  ful 
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ful  Heir,  if  he  be  fo  minded,may  lay  it  out 
upon  the  Funeral,  or  to  ered  a  Monument 
to  the  Memory  of  his  Anceftoj*  ;  no  body 
hath  now  Authority  to  take  cognizance 
of,  or  to  forbid  it.  By  whatfbever  way  a 
Man  comes  to  an  Eftate,  either  Real  or 
Perfonal,  he  may  fecurely  and  quietly  pof- 
fefs  it.  This  Tax  call’d  the  Twenty  Pen¬ 
ny  duty  was  fuch,  that  no  Man  could  fall 
within  the  penalty  of  it  but  by  coming  to 
an  Bftate.  The  grievance  of  it  now  is 
converted  into  a  iatisfadion,  and  the  for¬ 
mer  Injury  into  a  Wifh.  ’Tis  grown  pro* 
verbial,that  the  Heir  wifhes  to  pay  the  Du¬ 
ty.  Befides,  you  have  been  pltafed  to 
add,  that  thole  who  were  in  arrear  at  th^ 
laft  day  of  payment  fhould  not  be  alTefs’d  : 
a  thing  which  Heaven  it  felf  could  not 
effed  ;  to  forbid  that  thing  to  be  which 
had  already  its  exigence.  However  you 
provided  and  took  care  that  no  Man  fhould 
remain  a  Debtor  for  that  Duty  which  was 
no  more  to  be  impos’d  ;  you  did  this  left 
we  fhould  fall  under  the  Government  of 
fome  vicious  SuccelTor,  who  if  he  fhould 
be  inclinable  to  fleece  and  pillage  us,  you 
have  anticipated  the  Reftitution  both 
of  the  Goods  and  Lives  of  fo  many 
as  he  fhould  deftroy  or  plunder.  You 
have  forbid  that  to  be  exaded  which  was 
due  before  your  Acceffion.  Other  Empe^ 
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rors,  to  fhe.w  their  Indignation  againft 
thofe  who  lay  behind  in  their  Payments 
u led  to  fine  them  with  a  double  and  qua¬ 
druple  Penalty  ;  you  think  you  no  way  injure 
your  felf  in  excufing  what  never  ought  to 
Uve  been  levied,  or  letting  it  remain  a  def- 
perate  Debt , 

m  lee nn j  Sir,  ftil],  as.tho  you  were 

Confqi,  to  be  taking  care  of  the  People  : 
for  when  I  confider  how  you  have  remit¬ 
ted  the  fir  ft  Tributes  from  the  Provinces 
payed  by  Cuftom  to  the  Emperor  at  his 
Acceftion,  to  have  made  a  vaft  Donative  to 
the  People  and  to  the  Soldiers,  with  the 
banifhment  of  the  Accufers  and  Informers 
methinksjou  Ihould  be  ask^d  whether  you 
have  diffidently  computed  the  Revenue 
of  the  Empire?  Whether  the  Prince  be 
rich  enough  to  bear  fo  great  expences  and 
acquittals  ?  For  what' s  the  reafon  that  when 
other  Princes  your  Predecejjors  took  away  and 
kept  what  they  pleafed ,  and  yet  were  never  the 
richer,  you  t ho  you  have  given  to  every  Bo¬ 
dy,  and  taken  nothing  away  from  any ,  yet 
abound  in  every  thing  € 

Princes  have  never  wanted  thofe,  who 
with  a  grave  and  fupercilious  Counte¬ 
nance  have  pretended  to  advance  the  Trea. 
J.ure  i  and  many  Emperors  were  of  them- 
lelvesfo  covetous  and  fo  rapacious,  that 
too  they  had  none  to  teach  them,  they’d 
F  4  have 
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have  found  out  ways  enough  to  impo- 
verifh  us.  But  you  never  yet  gave  ear 
to  Flatterers,  efpecially  not  to  thofe  who 
advifed  you  to  fleece  your  Subjects ;  they 
are  therefore  fiient  now  and  quiet,  and 
forbear  their  advifings,  fi nee  they  find  no 
body  inclinable  to  take  them  :  by  which 
means,  as  we  have  infinite  obligations  to 
you  for  your  Bounty,  fo  have  we  no  lefs 
caufe  to  rejoice  in  the  amendment  of  our 
own  Condition.  Neither  th tVoconian^ 
nor  the  'Julian  Laws  enrich’d  the  Exche= 
quer  nor  the  Treafury  to  that  degree,  as 
the  Forfeitures  for  Treafon  levied  upon  in¬ 
nocent  People  ;  this  you  have  wholly  taken 
away, £7  being  contented  with  that  Greatnefs , 
whereof  none  have  been  fo  deftitute  as  thofe 
who  made  their  Imperial  Dignity  terrible. 
Our  Credit  now’s  re fl or ’d  with  our  Allies, 
Piety  to  our  Children,  and  our  Servants 
learn  toobferve  us.  We  are  fear’d  and  re¬ 
verenc’d,  and  accounted  Maflers.  The 
EmperVs  Domeflicks  arenotnowefteem- 
ed  his  only  Friends,  but  like  Subjedlsin 
general ;  nor  does  your  Majefly  repofe 
your  Confidence  in  Courtiers  brought 
out  of  Foreign  Countries,  but  in  your 
Native  People.  You  have  remov’d  all 
Domeflick  Tell-tales,  and  taken  away  at 
once,  fo  to  ufe  the  expreflion,  that  fervilc 
War ,  wherein  you  have  been  as  kind  to 


upon  the  Emperor  Trajan;  89 
Matters  as  to  Servants ;  for  you  have  made 
the  firft  fecure,  the  others  dutiful.  For 
all  this  you  are  not  covetous  of  Praife  ; 
your  Modefty  perhaps  allows  you  not  to 
think  that  you  deferve  it.  Your  Condu& 
is  however  grateful  tous?  who  remember 
not  longfincean  Emperor  fuborning  Ser¬ 
vants  toaccufe  their  Matters,  and  a  Hedg¬ 
ing  Crimes  which  he  thought  fit  to  pu- 
nifh  upon  a  fimple  Acculation  brought: 
h was  a  terrible  and  unavoidable  intfchief, 
and  which  affefted  every  body,  when  a 
Prince  had  fuch  Servants  about  him. 

In  the  fame  manner  are  we  bound  to 
return  our  thanks  to  you,  for  that  our  laft 
Wills  and  Teftaments  are  fecured,  that 
one  Tingle  Perfon  cannot  go  away  with  the 
whole  Eftate  upon  pretence  ol  being  Heir. 
You  make  no  claim  by  falfe  and  counter¬ 
feit  Wills,  nor  do  you  endure  the  Malice, 
Impiety  or  ill  Nature  of  others  to  fly  to 
you  for  refuge:  Ncr  are  you  made  Exe¬ 
cutor,  becaufe  others  bad  difobliged  the 
Teftator,but  becaufe  you  deferved  it :  Your 
Friends  make  you  their  Heir,  others  are 
free  torefufeit.  Nor  is  there  any  difference 
between  you  in  your  publick  and  private 
Capacity,  but  in  both  you  are  amverfally  be¬ 
loved,  and  make  the  fame  returns .  This 
Conduct,  Sir,  of  yours  will  be  hereafter 
found  by  experience  to  have  brought  not 
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only  a  greater  Treafure  of  Honour,  but  of 
Profit  to  the  Prince, whom  Men  will  foon- 
er  appoint  their  Heir  for  love  than  for 
conftraink  Your  Father Nerva  gave  away 
much,and  you  have  equaPd  him.  Too  ma¬ 
ny  have  forgot  it,  tho  they  live  uponhis 
Bounty,  and  you  for  your  part  reap  no  o- 
ther  Advantage  but  of  Honour  by  it. 
A  Grateful  P  erf  on  makes  Liberality  pleafwg^ 
but  Ingratitude  makes  it  glorious  to  the  Gi¬ 
ver,  to  the  Eternal  reproach  of  the  Receiver . 
But  who  before  you  ever  valued  his  Ho¬ 
nour  above  his  Profit?  Or  what  Prince 
ever  looked  upon  that  as  ours  which  he  had 
given  himfelf ?  For  don’t  the  Prefents  of 
Kings  and  Great  Men  look  like  baits  faft- 
ned  upon  Hooks  or  Snares  to  take  the  Fifh 
with?  don’t  they  always  draw  back  a 
greater  profit  with  them  than  they  bring  ? 

How  advantageous  is  it  for  a  Man  to  come 
to  prof  per  ous  Eft  ace,  having  been  ftrjl  tried 
by  Jdverfity  ?  You  lived  amongft  us,  and 
had  your  (hare  both  of  fears  and  dangers ; 
you  know,  and  by  your  own  experience 
found  it,  how  miferable  a  Life  even  Inno¬ 
cent  People  led,  and  how  wicked  Princes 
are  detefted  by  thofe  very  People  who 
make  them  fuch.  You  remember  what 
you  us'd  to  wifh  for,  and  to  complain  of 
as  well  as  we.  You  therefore  weigh  the 
Duty  of  a  Prince  in  the  ballance  of  a  pri- 


upon  the  Emperor  Trajan.'  pi 

yate  Man’s  Reafon,  and  carry  it  better 
to  us  than  you  even  wifb’d  your  Predecef- 
fors  to  have  done  to  you.  This  hath 
chang  d  our  Tempers  to  that  pitch,  that 
whereas  before  we  were  ufed  to  pray  for 
an  Emperor  a  degree  only  on  this  fide  the 
worft,  we  can  now  bear  none  but  the  ve¬ 
ry  belt.  No  Man  therefore  knows  either 
himfelfor  you  fo  little  as  to  defire  to  be 
your  Succeffor;  the  Succeffion  (boner  may 
devolve  on  any  Man  than  he’i  with  for’t 
For  who  would  defire  to  undergo  thatbur- 
den  of  Affairs  which  you  fufiain  >  who 
would  not  be  afraid  to  be  compar’d  to  you? 
You  know  your  felf  the  difficulty  of  fuc- 
ceeding  a  good  Prince,and  therefore  ftrove 
to  fet  alide  ycur  Adoption.  Is  it  a  mean 
or  flight  matter  that  no  Man  pays  for 
his  fafety  by  bake  or  fordid  compliances  ? 
Every  Mans  Life  and  Credit  are  fecur’d. 
No  wife  or  prudent  Perlon  cares  to  with¬ 
draw  ;  for  under  a  good  Emperor,  Vertue 
will  be  as  fure  to  be  rewarded  as  it  was 
antiently  during  the  Commonwealth ;  and 
Pcrfons  who  have  aded  uprightly,  have 
yet  further  rewards  appointed  them,  be¬ 
tides  the  inward  content  of  a  Good  Con¬ 
fluence.  You  approve  theConftancy  of 
your  Subje&s,  and  don't  deprefsand  keep 
under  their  vigorous  and  lively  Spirits 
as  other  Princes  have  done  before  you! 

Mir) 
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Men  find  their  Account  in  being  Hone  ft,  tho 
’tis  very  well  when  they  but  (imply  abftain 
from  Vice.  Thefe  are  the  Men  whom 
you  prefer  to  Honours,  Priefthoods,  Go¬ 
vernments.  Thefe  are  they  thatflourifh 
in  your  Opinion  and  in  your  Friendfbip; 
they  are  animated  to  be  upright  and  induf- 
trious,  when  they  find  thofe  Vertues  are 
rewarded.  They  incourage  others  to 
imitation,  for  Men  become  either  good  or 
bad  as  they  find  encouragement.  There 
are  but  few  Men  fo  ingenuous,  but  that 
they  willingly  embrace  either  Vice  or  Ver- 
tue  as  they  fee  it  takes  and  obtains  in  the 
World  ;  and  if  they  find  the  Rewards  due 
to  Labour,  Vigilance  and  Frugality,  given 
to  the  Lazy,  Stupid,  and  Luxurious  fort  of 
Men,  they  follow  the  fame  Arts  they  fee 
others  thrive  by  ;  and  fuch  as  they  fee 
them,  fo  do  they  defire  to  be,  and 
are. 

Our  former  Princes,  your  Father  Ner - 
va  and  one  or  two  more  at  the  mofl:  ex¬ 
cepted,  delighted  more  in  the  Vice  than 
in  the  Vertue  of  their  Subje&s :  for  every 
Man  loves  to  fee  others  like  himlelf ;  or 
elfe  becaufe  they  thought  'trvould  make 
them  fitter  for  Slavery ,  which  was  the  Goa 
vernment  that  they  intended.  Favours  were 
confer’d  upon  fuch  Objects.  Perfons  of 
Worth  and  Honour  were  laid  by,  driven 
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into  Corners,  buried  alive,  nor  ever  fu£* 
fer*d  to  appear,unlefs  it  were  to  ftand  their 
Trials,  and  to  be  made  Examples.  You 
make  your  Friendfhips  with  the  beft ;  and 
’tis  truly  reafonable  that  they  fhould be¬ 
come  deareft  to  a  good  Prince,  who  were 
di {grac’d  by  a  bad  one.  Ton  know  that  as 
there’s  a  diverfity  between  being  a  Prince 
and  flaying  the  Tyrant ;  fo  a  gracious  Sove¬ 
reign  is  mo (l  acceptable  to  them  who  have 
been  lorded  over .  Thefe  therefore  you 
promote  and  make  confiderable,  to  let  the 
World  know  what  fort  of  Men  and  Man¬ 
ners  pleafe  you  ;  and  for  this  reafon  you 
have  not  yet  appointed  a  Cenfor  or  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Manners,  as  being  defirous  to 
make  trial  of  us  by  Kindnefs  rather  than 
Severity.  Befides ,  1  know  not  whether  a 
Prince  doth  not  advance  a  Reformation , 
more  by  allowing  Men  to  be  good  than  by  com¬ 
pelling  them .  We  become  flexible  and  com¬ 
pliant  wherefbever  our  Princes  lead  us;  and 
fo,  toufe  the  Expreflion,  we  fawn  upon  and 
follow  them.  We  covet  to  be  in  favour 
with,  and  to  have  our  Actions  approved  of 
by  them,  which  People  of  a  different  hu¬ 
mour  can’t  expert ;  and  by  continuing 
to  be  thus  Obfequious  we  are  come  to  that 
pafs,  that  almoft  every  body  lives  after 
one  Man’s  example;  nor  is  the  World  yet 
fo  corrupted,  that  becaufe  we  have  follow¬ 
ed 
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ed  ill  Princes, we  cannot  therefore  imitate  a 
good  one.  Proceed  then,  Sir,  and  your 
own  Intentions  and  A&ions  will  have  the 
full  effect  of  a  Cenfor,  For  the  Prince  his 
Example  is  a  Cenforjhip ,  and  that  with  a 
Witnefs .  This  is  that  we  obferve  and 
look  at,  for  we  ftand  not  fo  much  in 
need  of  Authority  as  of  Examples  Fear 
makes  but  an  ill  matter  of  Manners.  Men 
are  better  taught  by  Examples, which  have 
this  Good  in  them,  that  they  demonftrate 
the  poflibility  of  what  they  prefcribe0 
What  fear  could  have  effe&ed  that 
which  Men  have  done  voluntarily  for  the 
Refpeft  they  owe  your  Perfon?  One  of  our 
former  Princes  carried  ir,  tho  with  great 
uneafinefs  to  the  multitude,  that  the  Come¬ 
dians,  Harlequins ,  and  Scaramoucio  s  fhould 
be  banifh’d  Rome.  Inftead  of  this  you 
have  been  petition’d  by  the  People  for  what 
they  mutinied  againft  before,  and  they 
took  that  kindly  at  your  hands  that 
would  not  heretofore  go  down  with  them 
but  by  Force.  They  were  as  importunate 
with  you  to  banifh  this  fort  of  Cattel,  as 
they  had  been  with  your  Father  Nerva  to 
reftore  them  :  You  a&ed  rightly  in  botfy 
for ’twas  fit  to  reftore  what  an  ill  Prince 
had  taken  away,  and  then  to  cafhier  them 
afterwards.  For  in  things  good  of  them- 
felves,  yet  a&ed  by  an  evii  Governour,  this 
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method  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Author 
not  the  Adion  be  exploded.  The  People 
therefore  that  ufed  to  fee  the  Emperor 
himfelf  aft  his  part  upon  the  Stage,  and 
clap  him,  now  rail  at  the  Players,  and 
ondemn  Effeminate  Am,  and  Studies  [can- 
Aalous  to  the  Age.  By  which  ’t is  evident: 
that  the  Emperor’s  Example  influences  the 
very  Vulgar,  when  they  all  imitate  him 
in  a  thing  againft  the  grain.  Go  on,  Sir, 
but  with  the  felf-fame  gravity,  and  that 
very  thing  (hall  be  brought  into  Cuftom 
and  be  Ala-mode,  which  would  in  former 
days  have  been  thought  the  great  eft  Vio¬ 
lence  imaginable.  Men  have  already  cor- 
reded  their  ill  Manners,  whofe  backs  de- 
ferv’d  to  have  been  correded  ;  and  they 
themfelves  are  become  Reformers,  who 
wanted  to  be  reform’d.  Hence  it  is  that 
no  body  complains  of  your  Severity,  tho 
every  body’s  allow’d  their  Freedom  to 
fpeak  out :  for  tho  fo  it  be  that  Men  inveigh 
leaft  againft  that  Prince,  with  whofe  Gha- 
rader  they  may  make  the  boideft ;  yet  on 
the  other  hand,  there’s  nothing  in  this 
Age  that  Men  rejoice  and  delight  in  more 
than  in  your  (elf.  Good  Men  are  ad¬ 
vanc’d,  and  for  ill  ones  (which  is  the  moft 
comfortable  Circumftance  of  your  Govern¬ 
ment)  they  neither  fear  themfelves,  nor 
are  they  dreaded  :  and  to  thofe,  whofe 

Lives 
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Lives  you  have  amended,  you  have  added 
this  acceptation,  that  you  did  it  not  by 
Compulfion. 

What  a  Reformation  have  you  wrought 
in  the  Lives  and  Manners  of  the  Roman 
Youth,  efpecially  the  Nobility  !  and  how 
defirous  are  they  to  adorn  their  Quality 
with  Endowments  anfwerable !  What 
Honours  have  you  not  confer’d  upon  the 
Mahers  of  'eloquence  and  of  moral  Phi- 
Jofophy  1  tiiatthofeStudiesandtheirPro- 
fefiors, whom  : he  Brutality  of  former  Go- 
vernours  pumfhed  with  Exile,  have  un¬ 
der  your  protection  recover’d  new  Life, 
and  Vigour.  For  our  former  Princes, 
confciotis  of  their  own  Iniquity,  ha ni fil’d 
Arts  and  So^nces,  the  natural  Enemies 
cj  not  jo  much  out  of  Hatred  as  for 

the  inward  Aw  and  Reverence  they  bore  them. 
But  you  on  the  other  hand  embrace,  love 
and  incuurage  them.  You  are  your  felf 
whatsoever  they  pretend  to  teach,  and 
are  as  much  fam’d  and  celebrated  for 
being  a  Mafter  in  them,  as  for  the  encou¬ 
ragement  vou  give  them.  Can  any  Per- 
fon  of  the  nice ft  Breeding  but  commend, 
of  all  other  your  Accomplifhnaents,  your 
Affability  and  freedom  of  Accefs  ?  The  Em¬ 
peror  Nerva ,  who  was  a  Generous  Prince,, 
had  it  ingraven  in  great  Letters  over  the 
Palace  Gate,  that  ’twas  the  Hall  of  pub- 
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tick  Reception  i  But  Be  had  fee  it  there 


to  no  purpofe,  had  he  not  adopted  a 
SuccefTor  that  refolv’d  to  live  in  pub* 
lick.  Ho,w  well  does  your  Chara&er 
agree  with  it,  and  every  thing  about  you, 
as  tbo  you  had  fet  the  Infcription  there 
yourfelf?  Neither  the  Courts  of  Juftice, 
nor  the  Churches  hand  more  free  and 


open,  no  nor  the  Capitol  it  felf,  the  pub- 
lick  Hall  wherein  you  were  adopted  and 
proclaim’d.  Here  are  no  Obftacles  to  be 


found,  no  Affronts  from  Beef-eiters,  or 
Door-keepers,  that  when  a  Man  hath 
pafs’d  through  forty  Doors  he  hath  hill 
new  difficulties  to  go  on.  Yet  all  this 
while  both  before,  at,  and  beyond  the 
Prefence ,  every  thing’s  fo  quiet  and  fo 
decent,  that  the  meaneft  Family  may 
take  Examples  of  Modeffy  and  of  good 
Order  from  the  Emperor’s  Houfhold. 

Befides,  with  what  Readinefs  do  you 
give  Audience,  not  differing  People  to 
attend,  that  notwithftanding  the  many 
important  Affairs  lying  upon  you,  you  pais 
the  greateft  part  of  the  Day  at  leifure  ? 
We  are  not  now  terrified  and  afraid  of  lo« 


fing  our  Heads  if  we  come  too  late  as  for¬ 


merly  ;  but  when  our  Affairs  require  it, 
we  come  eafy  and  chearfully  to  Court : 
And  when  your  Majefty  admits  us,  yoi* 
are  often  pleated  kindly  to  reprove  us,  that 
G  out 
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our  own  private  Affairs,  as  being  of  great¬ 
er  confequence,  ’  have  detain’d  and  kept 
us  off  from  attending  you.  Tis  your 
Goodnefs,  Sir,  toexcufe  us  without  ai.y 
body  clfe  to  mediate,  tho  at  the  fame 
time  you  know  that  ’cis  aDuty  incumbent 
upon  us  all  to  come  and  frequent  yo'T 
Court ;  and  for  this  reafon  you  are  pleaAl 
the  more  freely  and  frequently  to  afford 
us  the  fatisfadlion  of  feeing  your  Perfon. 
Nor  after  faluting  you  at  your  Levie  do 
we  run  away,  and  leave  the  Room  empty  ; 
but  we  remain  and  flay  there,  as  if  the 
Houfe  were  all  our  own  :  I  mean  the 
Palace,  which  that  Monfter  of  Mankind 
Domitian  had  lately  fill’d  with  Terror, 
where  (hutting  up  himfelf  as  in  a  Hold, 
foinetimes  he  befmear’d  the  Walls  with 
the  Blood  of  his  own  Kindred,  other- 
while  he  broke  loofe  to  deftroy  and  mur¬ 
der  the  worthieft  Citizens.  Horror  and 
Deftru£tion  waited  at  theGates,  and  Men 
were  equally  afraid,  whether  they  weie 
admitted  or  kept  out.  We  rnay  add  to 
this  his  fierce  and  horrid  Al'pccf,  his  proud 
and  ireful  Countenance,  his  pale  Cheeks, 
fometimes  blufbing,  tho  always  impu¬ 
dent  :  No  Man  durft  approach  or  (peak  to 
him,  for  he  ever  lov’d  to  be  private  and  in 
the  dark  ;  nor  ever  car’d  he  to  leave  his 
Solitude,  unlefs  it  were  to  make  every 
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Place  fo  where  he  came.  Yet  notwith- 
ftanding  his  Security  within  thbfe  Walls, 
where  he  had  contriv’d  and  hatch’d  up  fo 
much  Mifchief,  the  Divine  Vengeance 
overtook  him,  and  his  deferved  Punifh- 
ment  puiTued  him  through  all  hisGrotts 
and  Labyrinths,  as  freely  as  if  the  Gates 
and  Doors  had  been  let  open.  Twas  not 
then  hisDivinitylhip  nor  his  fecret lurking 
Holes  could  fave  him,  where  he  us’d  to  hide 
himfelf,  and  live  conceal’d,  to  the  Abhor¬ 
rence  and  Terror  of  Mankind.  How 
much  more  fafe  is  the  Palace  now,  as  ’tis 
defended  not  by  Domiti&n* s  Cruelty,  but 
by  the  People’s  Love  ;  not  by  Solitude  and 
wallmg  up  the  Gates,  but  by  the  frequent 
and  folemn  Concourfe  of  the  Citizens  ? 
We  may  hence  then  learn  by  Experience, 
That  a  Prince's  be [l  Guard  is  his  own  Inno¬ 
cence.  This  is  the  inacccflible  and  im¬ 
pregnable  Tower  and  Forcrefs  that  needs 
no  other  Garilon  to  defend  it.  °Tts  in 
vain  for  Princes  to  imagine  they  can  fecure 
them/ elves  by  Terror ,  when  they  lofe  the 
Affections  of  their  People  by  their  Cruelty. 
War  raifes  War  to  oppo/e  it  felf. 

Nor  do  you  pals  the  lolid  Parts  only  of 
the  Day  thus  in  fight  and  among  us,  but 
m  your  Diverfionsyou  allow  the  fame  So¬ 
ciety  and  Freedom.  You  always  dine  in 
publick,  and  are  pleafed  to  honour  your 
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Friends  too  with  your  Company.  You 
fpeak  to  and  anfwer  every  body  kindly; 
and  if  in  good  Husbandry  you  contraft 
the  time  of  your  Meals,  you  make  it  out 
in  your  Humanity.  For  you  do  not  fit 
fullenly,  e'er  ’tis  Dinner-time,  before 
your  Meat,  obferving  every  Man  that  fits 
about  you,  rather  flinging  than  fetting 
down  your  Plate,and  loathing  to  eat  as  be¬ 
ing  gorg’d, when  thofeyou  have  invited  go 
away  a  hungry  ;  nor  breaking  Rules  of 
Hofpitality,  do  you  withdraw  into  your 
Clofec  to  indulge  your  felf  in  Luxury, 
’Tis  not  therefore  the  Gold  nor  Silver 
Plate,  nor  the  exquifite  Cookery  of  your 
Entertainments,  but  the  Sweetnefs  and 
Complacency  of  your  Temper  that  we 
admire.  With  this  we  are  never  cloy’d, 
fince  we’re  allured  ’tis  all  fincere  and  true, 
and  all  perform’d  wtih  a  becoming  Gra¬ 
vity.  Here  are  no  foreign  Mimicks  nor 
bawdy  Songfters  to  entertain  the  Prince 
at  Table,  but  a  friendly  Invitation,  free 
and  liberal  Difcourfe,  and  a  juft  Defe¬ 
rence  to  Men  of  all  Profeflions.  After  a 
moderate  Repaft  you  fleep  a  little,  and 
pafsnopartof  your  time  with  lefs  Satif- 
fa&ionthan  when  your  Affairs  obiigeyou 
to  be  from  us. 

But  tho  we  are  made  Partakers  and 
Sharers  of  your  Majefty  s  Fortunes,  hour 

free 
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free  yet  notwithftanding  are  we  in  the 
pofleflion  of  our  own  ?  For  you  don’t  do 
like  your  PredecefTors,  feize  upon  Mens 
Eftates,  that  every  Lake,  Fifh- pond,  Park 
and  Chafe  fhou Id  be  annexed  as  a  mighty 
Addition  to  the  Crown, for  the  Emperor  to 
glut  himfelf  with  the  Profpe£t  of  fuch  a  Pa¬ 
trimony  as  includes  both  Sea  and  Land. 
Yet  ftill  what  is  there  but  you  may  call  it 
yours?  Your  Patrimony  extends  it  felf  as 
far  as  your  Empire.  You  imploy  in  the 
publick  Service  many  of  thofe  Eftates 
which  the  former  Emperors  occupied,  not 
that  they  could  themfelves  enjoy  them, 
but  to  keep  others  out.  The  Nobility 
therefore  now  return  again  to  their  anti- 
ent  Seats,  not  fuffering  their  Houles  to  be 
inhabited  only  by  Servants,  or  to  fall  to 
Ruin  and  Defolation  for  want  of  ufing. 
We  can  fee  now  noble  old  Houfes  new  re¬ 
pair’d,  and  looking  frefh  and  flourifhing. 
’Tis  a  mighty  Commendation  to  you,  not 
only  to  have  relieved  and  comforted  your 
Subje&s  in  their  Perfons,  but  alfoin  their 
Houfes,  that  you  have  Rop’d  their  Ruin, 
brought  back  the  Inhabitants,  and  prefer- 
ved  many  a  noble  Seat  from  falling,  with 
the  fame  generous  Difpofition  that  they 
were  rais’d  at  fir  ft.  Tho  thefe  are  mute 
and  inanimate  Obje&s,  they  feem  how¬ 
ever  to  rejoice  that  they  are  new  garnifh- 
G  i  ed, 
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ed,  that  they  (hall  be  frequented  and  one 
day  inhabited  by  thofe  who  fhall  know 
how  to  enjoy  them.  There  is  a  mighty 
Au&ion  proclaim’d  in  the  Emperor’s 
Name  of  Eftates  and  Moveables  to  be 
fold,  which  mod  feverely  expofes  Domiti- 
an?- s  Avarice,  who  coveted  lo  much  when 
he  poflefs’d  too  much  already.  For  in  his 
days,  if  a  Man  were  Owner  of  a  ftately 
Houle  in  Town,  or  had  a  pleafant  Seat  in 
the  Country,  ’twas  enough  to  make  him 
a  Traitor,  and  to  be  condemn’d  and  exe¬ 
cuted  for’r.  Now  the  Emperor  reftores 
thefe  very  Eftates  to  their  right  Owners, 
gives  them  new  Livings  and  Seats ;  and 
for  the  fpacious  Gardens,  Villa’s  and  Hou- 
fes  of  Pleafure  near  the  Town  belonging 
to  the  Emperor,  we  are  allowed  to  buy,  to 
purchafe  and  poffefs  them.  The  Prince’s 
Bounty  is  fo  great,  and  the  Times  under 
him  fb  fafe,  that  he  thinks  us  worthy  to 
enjoy  the  fame  Delights  and  Recreations 
as  himfelf:  nor  need  we  fear  any  hid¬ 
den  Difguft  or  fecret  Treachery  in  the 
matter.  You  allow  the  Citizens  not  only 
Privilege  to  buy,  but  you  beftow  and  give 
among  them  every  thing  for  their  Delight; 
nay  you  give  thofe  things  you  were  eleG> 
ed  and  adopted  into.  You  transfer  what’s 
your  own  by  Law,  and  look  upon  nothing 
as  your,  own ,  but  all  your  Friends. 


You 
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You  are  moreover  as  {paring  in  ere&ing 
any  great  new  Buildings,  as  you  are  care¬ 
ful  to  maintain  and  keep  up  the  old 
ones ;  wherefore  now  neither  the  Streets* 
the  Houfes  nor  the  Temples  are  fbaken  to 
their  Foundations  by  prodigious  Carriages 
of  Stone.  As  you  are  the  frugal  Succdfor 
of  a  moderate  Prince,  you  are  latisfied,  and 
think  you  have  rather  too  much  :  So  thac 
you  are  content  to  pare  off  fomewhat,and 
to  be  without  it;  nay  even  fome  things 
which  your  Father  look’d  upon  as  neceffa- 
ry.  He  took  to  his  own  private  ufe  what 
the  Fortune  of  the  Empire  brought  him: 
But  you  feem  fatisfied  with  what  fell  to 
you  only  as  Son  and  Heir  to  him.  Then, 
how  magnificent  are  you  in  the  publick 
Fabricks  ?  Here  a  Portico,  there  a  Tem¬ 
ple  prefenrly  is  repair’d  with  that  Expe¬ 
dition,  that  one  would  think  it  was 
rather  altered  or  new  furnifh’d  over  than 
compleated.  Here  one  whole  fide  of  the 
Circus  outvies  in  the  Curiofity  of  building 
the  fairelf  Temple.  You  have  made  it  a 
Theater  worthy  of  a  conquering  Nation  : 
’Tis  not  iomuch  the  Building  as  what’s 
exhibited  within  it  that  deferves  our  Ad¬ 
miration  5  and  chiefly  among  all  the  reft, 
that  the  Prince’s  and  the  People’s  Seats  are 
built  with  like  Magnificence.  Through¬ 
out  the  whole  Building  there’s  one  conn. 
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mied  Face  and  Symmetry,  and  the  Empe¬ 
ror’s  Seat  contriv’d  with  that  Convenient 
cy  to  behold  the  Games  and  Spedacles, 
that  at  the  felf-fame  time  his  Perfbn  may 
be  to  all  as  vifible.  Your  Subjeds  now 
are  fuffer’d  not  to  fee  (imply  the  Bed-cham¬ 
ber, but  the  Prince  himfeif,and  that  in  pub- 
lick  fitting  among  the  People,  for  whofe 
Conveniency  he  hath  made  an  Addition 
of  five  thoufand  Seats  in  the  Amphithea¬ 
ter,  They  flock’d  together  the  more  a- 
gainft  the  time  of  your  publick  Dona? 
tive,  and  your  Liberality  in  this  laft  point 
will  undoubtedly  augment  their  Num¬ 
bers. 

Had  any  of  your  Predeceflors  done  but 
one  of  thefe  great  Adions,  he  had  been 
pidured  with  a  Glory  round  his  Temples, 
his  Statue  had  been  cut  in  Ivory  or  caft  in 
Gold,  it  had  been  plac’d  among  the  Gods, 
and  choiceft  Vidims  had  been  flain  and 
facrificed  to  his  Divinity.  You  enter  not 
the  Temples  but  to  perform  your  own  De? 
votions,  and  care  not  that  your  Statues 
fhould  be  plac’d  on  any  Altar,  but  in 
fome  lower  Station  as  an  humble  Waiter 
or  Attendant  on  the  Deities.  Thus  you 
maintain  the  fublime  Charader  of  the  Im¬ 
perial  D;  pity  3not  by  afluming  to  your  (elf 
Divine  £fonours,but  by  paying  to  the  Gods 
?  juft  antf  pep  fed  Deference.  We  there¬ 
fore 
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fore  find  bur  one  or  two  Statues  of  yours, 
and  one  of  them  of  Brafs,  within  the 
Porch  of  Jupiter's  Temple ;  whereas  not 
Jong  before  the  Avenues,  A  (cents  and 
Courts  (hone  all  with  Gold  and  Silver  Fi¬ 
gures  :  Or  to  fay  more  truly,  they  were 
even  polluted  by  them,  when  the  Statues 
of  inceftuous  Emperors  were  intermix’d 
among  the  Sacred  Shrines.  Therefore 
thofefewof  yours  in  Brafs  remain,  and 
will  do  fo,  fo  long  as  the  Temple  fhall  it 
lelf  continue.  But  for  thofe  Multitudes 
of  Gold  and  Silver  ones,  they  have  been 
facrificed  to  the  publick  Vengeance,  eve¬ 
ry  Man  rejoicing.  Men  delighted  to  de¬ 
face  their  haughty  Countenances,  to  lay 
on  with  Sledges  and  with  Axes,  as  if  at 
every  Stroke  there  follow’d  Blood  and 
Groans.  The  Peoples  Joy  was  fuch,  they 
could  not  govern  it,  but  glutted  their  Re 
venge  in  looking  on  the  broken  Legs  and 
Arms,  and  to  fee  at  laft  the  horrid  and  de¬ 
ified  Trunks  caff  down  and  melted; 
that  inffead  of  calling  to  their  minds  the 
Fears  and  Terror  of  the  Perfons  whom 
they  reprefented,  they  might  be  tranf- 
form’d  to  Plates  and  Difhes  and  other  U- 
tenlils  for  Ufeor  Pleafure.  With  the  fame 
Reverence,  Great  Sir,  you  fuffer  not  the 
People  to  give  thanks  to  you  nor  your  good 
fieniusj  bijt  to  Jupiter)  for  that  what- 
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ever’s  due  from  us,  ’tis  all  to  him :  for 
’twas  the  Gift  of  Heaven  to  beftow  fo 
great  a  Bleffing  to  the  World  as  You. 
Whereas  it  was  the  Cuftom  formerly  for 
Flocks  and  Herds  of  Cattel  to  be  drove  a- 
long  fo  thick  that  they  could  hardly  pafs 
by  one  another,when  the  detefted  Image  of 
the  Tyrant  f  Domitian  3  was  ador’d  by 
the  effufion  of  as  much  Blood  from  Beafts 
as  he  had  took  before  from  Men. 

All  I  have  faid,  my  Lords,  or  yet  de- 
fign  to  fay  of  former  Princes,  tends  to  this, 
that  I  may  fhew  how  all  their  Manners 
were  corrupted  and  depraved,  which  our 
prefent  Emperor  refolves  both  to  correX 
and  to  reform  :  I  fhould  otherwife  but  tire 
your  Patience,  if  I  did  not  by  Compare 
fon  fet  forth  Virtue  and  Vice  in  their  pro- 
per  Colours.  Befides,  this  is  of  all  others 
the  firfl:  andchiefefr  Duty  of  well-affeXed 
Subjects  of  the  Emperor,  to  inveigh  a- 
gainft  the  Memories  of  fuch  as  had  been 
wicked.  They  do  not  fufficiently  love  a  good 
Prince ,  who  do  not  exprefs  their  Dete  flat  ion 
of  a  had  one.  Befides,  the  greateif  Ho¬ 
nour  of  our  prefent  Emperor  is  this,  that 
in  his  days  Men  may  fafely  make  their  Re¬ 
flexions  upon  wicked  Princes.  Can  any 
Man  refleX  on  it  but  with  Grief,  that 
even  Nero’s  Death  hath  been  reveng’d  ? 
yet  am  I  of  opinion,  that  that  very  Em¬ 
peror 
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per  or  [Domitiajf]  who  flew  Epaphroditm 
tor  it,  would  have  been  contented,  that 
Nero's  Name  and  Memory  fhould  have 
been  defam’d  to  all  Eternity,  rather  than 
have  had  the  fame  things  faid  of  himfelf, 
tho  he  as  much  defer ved  it,  Wherefore, Sir* 
in  all  your  Actions  I  compare  you,  giving 
you  the  Piefereiice  to  many  ;  for  we  mav 
make  bold  to  vindicate  our  felves  with  re¬ 
lation  to  ill  Princes  tho  they  are  dead,  and 
by  fuch  Examples  give  their  Succeffors  to 
underfiandthat  the  Memory  of  wicked  Em¬ 
perors  can  in  no  Age  or  Country  be  fecurd 
from  the  Execrations  of  their  injur’d  Sub- 
jetfs.  And  that  we  may,  my  Lords,  con- 
fdfently  fee  forth  theCaules  both  of  our 
joy  and  of  our  Sorrow,  let  us  lament  a 
little  what  we  luffer’d  lately  :  Under  a 
gracious  Prince  we  have  the  Liberty  to  do 
both.  This  both  our  private  Thoughts 
and  Speeches,  and  the  occafion  of  our 
Meeting  here  fuggeft.  We  may  moreover 
fafely  commend  a  vertuous  Prince,  and  re¬ 
proach  his  Predeceflors  where  they  de- 
ferv’d  a  contrary  Charaaer:  For  when 
the  People  hold  their  peace  of  a  former  viti- 
oas  Prince ,  'tis  then  apparent  that  the  Prince 
in  being  is  fo  too . 

Befides,  what  miferable  Flattery  was  in 
vogue,  when  the  Emperors  Praifes  were 
celebrated  in  Revels  and  in  Feaftings  by 
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Fidlers, Mountebanks, and  Merry  Andrews* 
with  all  forts  of  effeminate  Poftures,  Get 
tures  and  Voices  ?  But  what  was  worft  of 
all,  was,  that  he  fbould  be  at  the  felf-fame 
time  commended  in  the  Senate  and  upon 
the  Stage  by  the  Players  and  by  the  Con¬ 
fute.  You  have  banijhed  this  fort  of  Ribal¬ 
dry  fand  are  become  the  Subjett  of  ferious  Po¬ 
etry,  and  the  eternal  Honour  of  Hiftory ,  not 
of  fuch  jbameful  Jbort- liv'd  Trafh  as  this : 
The  Prefence  in  the  Amphitheaters  fhaJl  with 
greater  Reverence  falute  you ,  the  lefs  your 
Name's  made  ufe  of  upon  the  Stage  or  in  the 
Play-Houfe . 

But  this  is  no  great  wonder,  fince  it 
has  been  your  Cuftom  with  the  greateft 
difficulty  to  accept,  or  otherwife  totally 
to  refufe  thole  very  Honours  which  we  the 
Senators  have  offer’d  you.  Nothing  was 
heretofore  fo  mean  or  trivial  but  it  was 
debated  in  the  Senate,  and  the  Fathers 
forc’d  to  put  on  an  affe&ed  Countenance, 
and  with  fawning  Compliments  to  the 
Emperor  to  give  their  Suffrage.  They 
were  advis’d  with  for  augmenting  the 
Number  of  the  Gladiators,  and  upon  cal¬ 
ling  a  Hall  of  Blackfmiths  and  Artificers  : 
And  as  tho  the  Confines  of  the  Empire 
were  enlarged,  they  muff  one  while  ap¬ 
point  Triumphal  Arches  to  be  built  of 
greater  Height  than  the  Temples?  other- 
°  whiles 
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whiles  be  confulted  with  upon  chang- 
ing  the  Names  of  the  Months  to  pleafe 
the  Emperor’s  Fancy;  all  which  our 
late  good  Emperor  Domitian  gloried 
in  as  being  matter  of  the  higheft  Meric. 
But  who  among!!  us  now,  being  requir’d 
in  Council  to  deliver  his  Opinion,  muft 
Band  up  and  make  an  Harangue  in  com¬ 
mendation  of  the  Emperor  ?  That  ’tis 
otherwife,  Great  Sir,  the  Praife  is  yours, 
and  we  are  obfervant  to  you  becaufe  you 
intervene  among  us,  not  to  compel  us  to 
play  a  piece  of  Flattery,  but  to  do  Juftice, 
and  to  perform  our  Funftion  with  the 
Gravity  becoming  Senators.  This  is  owing 
alfo  to  your  Candour  and  Integrity,  that 
what  you  are  p leafed  to  fay  or  do,  we  may  de¬ 
pend  upon  it.  Now  as  Bufinefs  is  brought 
before  us,  we  may  debate,  conclude,  and 
fodifpatch  it ;  which  before  we  could  not, 
becaufe  our  Time  was  taken  up  in  Com¬ 
mendations  of  the  Emperor.  Other 
Princes  have  been  fo  haughty  as  to  reject 
the  Honours  decreed  them  by  the  Senate, 
but  none  till  your  time  have  been  fb  mo- 
deft  as  to  defire  them  to  forbear  the  Offer. 
This  do  I  look  upon  to  be  more  glorious 
than  all  the  Titles  we  could  give  you ; 
for  which  your  Name  deferves  to  be  en¬ 
graven  not  in  Wood  or  Stone,  but  in  the 
eternal  Monuments  of  Fame.  ’T will  be 
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deliver’d  down  to  after  Ages,  that  th'o 
you  were  a  fortunate  and  popular  Prince, 
yet  that  you  never  did  defire  but  modeft 
and  moderate  Titles  and  Honours, and  often 
were  content  with  none.  And  truly 
were  we  to  contend  with  the  fervile  Ob- 
fequioufnefs  of  former  Times,  we  fhould 
be  quite  outdone.  For  DiffimuUtion,  Sla¬ 
very  and  Fear ,  they  are  more  ingenious  Con - 
trivers  of  Flattery ,  than  Truthy  Liberty, 
and  Love.  All  AQs  of  that  fort  then  be¬ 
ing  tried  and  done  with,  the  frefheft  Ho¬ 
nour  we  can  do  to  you  is  fometimes  to  be 
allowed  to  pafs  over  your  Name  in  filence. 
But  if  the  Veneration  we  have  for  you 
fometimes  breaks  it,  and  overcomes  your 
Modefty,  how  comes  it  to  pafs  you  don’t 
refufe  the  Honours  we  appoint  ycu  ?  The 
reafon  is,  becaufe  you  would  not  feem 
with  Pride  and  with  Difdain  to  rejeft  the 
greater  and  higher  Titles,  fince  you  have 
vouchfafed  to  accept  the  lefter.  This, 
Sir,  is  greater  than  if  you  had  refus’d 
them  all ;  that  would  have  look’d  like  Of 
rentation  :  but  in  this  appear'd  your  Mo¬ 
defty,  that  you  condefcended  to  accept 
the  lefter.  In  this  you  are  extremely 
kind  both  to  us  and  to  theTreafury,  in 
fetting  bounds  to  your  Expences,  that  you 
may  not  be  obliged  to  defray  your  Char¬ 
ges  by  the  fqueezing  of  innocent  People. 

Hence 
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Hence  it  is  that  your  Statues  are  ere£fed 
in  the  felf-fame  manner  as  others  havebeen 
dedicated  to  private  Perfons  heretofore, 
for  their  great  Merits  to  the  Common¬ 
wealth.  They  are  made  of  the  fame 
Metal  as  thofe  of  Brutus  and  Catnillus: 
The  Occafion  s  all  the  fame.  They  wa¬ 
ged  War  with  Kings,  and  beat  off  the 
conquering  Enemy  from  our  Walls;  Ton 
preferve  us  from  being  enflaved  at  home ,  & 
xvorfe  Condition  than  Captivity  :  Tou  fill  the 
Throne  as  a  Prince ,  and  do  not  ufurp  it  like  a 
Tyrant.  But  when  I  contemplate  your 
high  Wifdom,  the  matter’s  no  fuch  won¬ 
der,  that  you  fhould  either  excufe  your 
felf  the  Acceptance  of  thefe  frail  and  emp¬ 
ty  Titles,  or  elfe  in  Model!)’  attemper  and 
extenuate  them.  You  know'  too  well 
wherein  the  true  and  Effing  Glory  of  a 
Piince  confiiis ;  and  v.’hac  thofe  Honours 
are  which  neither  Age,  nor  Fire,  nor  an 
ambitious  SuccefTor  can  prevail  againf! 
Time  will  deflroy  and  ruin  both  Triumphal 
Arches,  Statues ,  Altars  and  1  emples  too  ; 
Poflerity  alfo  will  neglett  and  cenfure  them . 
But  on  the  other  hand, thofe  Princes  who  have 
defpis'd  Ambition ,  and  managed  well  the  Su¬ 
preme  Power  they  were  entrnfted  with ,  re¬ 
frain'd  and  govern'd  their  own  Pafjions , 
they' l flour ijh  to  the  utmoft  Dift antes  of  Time \ 
and  be  commended  in  after  Ages,  even  by 
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thofe  who  lie  under  no  neceffity  to  doit.  *Tis 
not  therefore  a  taping  tame  ;  for  that  will  be 
but  an  endearing  Character  that  Princes  ought 
to  covet ;  this  is  to  be  obtain  d  by  Vertue  and 
by  Merit,  fooner  than  by  Trophies  and  by 
Statues.  Thefe  are  but  trivial  things  for 
Gold  and  Silver  never  can  exprefs  the  Shape 
and  Beauty  of  a  Prince ,  like  the  AjfeBions 
and  good  Opinion  of  the  People.  This  you 
are  happy  in,  fince  every  Man  retains  in 
mind  the  Figure  of  your  amiable  Face  and 
Countenance,  nor  are  they  fparing  with 
their  Tongues  to  celebrate  your  Praifes. 

I  prefume,  my  Lords,  you  have  alrea¬ 
dy  obferv’d  that  I  am  not  fele£ling  from 
common  Places  what  I  have  to  fay  ;  my 
Purpofe  is  to  commend  the  Emperor’s  Per- 
fon,  not  his  A&ions,  for  many  a  good 
thing  hath  been  done  by  an  ill  Prince :  But 
I  can’t  pretend  to  commend  our  prefent 
Emperor, but  under  the  Denomination  of  the 
Beft  of  Men.  Wherefore, Sir, your  Honour 
b  in  nothing  fo  confpicuous  as  in  this,  that 
we  who  are  to  return  you  Thanks,  find  no 
neceffity  to  conceal,  or  any  way  to  palliate 
any  part  of  your  Chara&er.  For  what  is 
there  in  all  your  Government  that  any 
Man  fhould  wifh  to  pafs  it  over  or  to  hide 
it?  There  is  not  any  part  of  your  Life 
but  you  have  liv’d  it  for  the  publick  Good, 
and  therefore  none  of  it  but  challenges  its 
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Commendation  :  Wherefore  no  Man  can 
fo  properly  write  your  Panegyrick  as  he 
who  faithfully  fpeaks  the  Truth.  I 
might  enlarge  in  infinitum ,  tho  I  have  but 
two  Years  of  you  to  fpeak  of.  Tho  I  have 
faid  much  of  your  Moderation,  yet  there 
remains  Abundance  ;  for  inftafice,  that 
you  accepted  the  Confulfhip  a  fecond  time 
becaufe  the  Emperor  Nerva  your  Father 
confer’d  it  on  you :  But  when  Heaven  ad- 
vanc’d  you  to  the  Empireand  to  the  Difpo- 
fal  of  your  felf,  then  you  refus’d  the  Office 
when  ’twas  the  third  time  offered,  tho  no 
Man  was  fo  capable  to  undergo  it.  ’ Tis  an. 
Argument  of  the  great  eft  Mode  ft y  to  excufe 
ones  felf  from  Honour ,  nay^t  is  glorious.  I 
know'  not  then  which  moft  to  admire, 
whether  your  Behaviour  in  it  the  fecond 
time,  or  your  refufing  it  the  third.  For 
you  undertook  it  not  in  Times  of  Peace 
and  of  Tranquillity,  as  now,  but  as  they 
were  us’d  to  do  who  chang’d  their  Con- 
ful’s  Robe  to  put  on  Harnefs,  and  to  pur- 
fue  their  V~i£fcories  into  foreign  Countries. 
Twas  worthy  of  the  Empire,  glorious  to 
your  felfjj  and  honourable  to  the  Conful- 
Ihip,  to  have  your  Friends  and  your  Allies 
attend  you, not  within  the  Walls  of  Rome§ 
hut  in  diftant  Countries ;  to  fee  after  fo 
ftiany  Ages  now  elapfed,  the  old  Simpli¬ 
fy  of%ir  Hrft  Magiftr^tes  revived,  the 
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Confiil’s  Seat  ere&ed  in  the  open  Fields 
upon  a  Turf,  to  be  furrounded  not  by  the 
Li&ors  only  with  their  Rods  and  Axes, 
but  by  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  too  with 
their  Arms  and  Colours.  ’Twas  an  Addi¬ 
tion  to  your  Greatnefs  to  be  petition’d  by 
People  of  divers  Habits,  Nations,  Lari' 
guages  not  to  be  underftood  but  by  Inter¬ 
preters.  ’Tis  honourable  to  do  Juftice  up¬ 
on  the  Bench  at  home,  much  more  to  be  the 
Arbitrator  amongll:  Enemies  abroad,  and 
to  decide  Controverfies  by  Victory  and 
by  the  Sword,  as  well  as,  to  pronounce 
Judgment  in  the  Courts  of  Juftice.  ’Tis 
Heroick  to  encamp  your  Army  upon  the 
Banks  both  of  the  Rhine  and  Danube ,  and 
to  remain  in  Safety  unmolefted,  todefpife 
the  barbarous  Threats  and  Howlings  of 
the  Enemy,  and  to  reftrain  theirFury  as 
well  by  the  Civil  Power  of  the  Gown,  as 
by  the  compulfive  Terror  of  the  Sword. 
Wherefore  Strangers  that  come  to  fee  your 
Camp,  are  not  as  heretofore  fhew’d  the 
Pifture  or  the  Statue  of  the  Emperor,  but 
they  are  admitted  to  ch q  Prefence,  and  fa- 
lute  you  by  the  Stile  of  Emperor ;  a  Com¬ 
pliment  paid  your  PredeceiTors  by  Peo¬ 
ple  conquer’d  and  fubdu’d,  but  to  you 
by  thofe  whom  you  have  overlook’d  and 
flighted. 
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This  Commendations  due  to  you,  for 
what  youa&ed  as  Conful,  much  more  you 
have  deferv’d,  for  that  in  the  beginning  of 
your  Reign  being  ioaden  with  other  Ho¬ 
nours,  you  excus’d  your  felf,  and  forbore 
the  Confulfhip,  a  Dignity  aflum’d  bv  o- 
ther  Emperors  at  their  hrft  Acceffion, 
even  when  others  had  been  nominated’ 
Some  towards  their  latter  end  have  forci¬ 
bly  refum’d  it,  when  the  Tear  hath  been 
well  nigh  finifh’d.  This  very  Honour 
then,  which  hath  been  fo  deferable  to  Prin¬ 
ces  both  at  the  beginning  and  ending  of 
their  Government,  chat  they  have  ravifh’d 
n  from  thofe  that  held  ic,  you  when  the 
Place  was  vacant,  have  contend  it  upon 
private  Citizens;  you  thought  perhaps 
twould  be  invidious  to  obrain  a  third  cirne 
the  Confulfhip,  which  however  under  the 
Chara&er  ol  Emperor  might  have  been 
call  d  your  fir ff  :  The  fecond  time  you 
enjoy’d  it  was,  ’ris  true,  after  you  Were 
Emperbr,  but  whilft  your  Father  Nerva 
was  yet  alive.  So  that  no  great  Ho¬ 
nour  feems  to  have  accrued  to  you  in  the 
matter;  nor  can  it  be  made  a  precedent  ia 
time  coming:  all  that’s  to  be  faid  of  you 
therein  is,  that  you  behav’d  your  felf  in  it 
with  refpeft  and  with  obfervance  to  the 
good  old  Emperor.  The  City  of  Acme. 
who  had  feen  the  Office  held  by  the  ielf 
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fame  Perfon  five  or  fix  times  over,  not  j 
when  the  Liberty  of  the  Commonwealth  j 
was  finking,  nor  during  any  Fa&ion  ;  but  | 
as  it  had  been  confer’d  on  Perfons  abfent  j 
and  withdrawn  to  their  Country  Seats;  j 
at  this  time  beheld  a  Prince  as  ’twere  the  j 
univerfal  Sovereign  of  Mankind,  yet  re-  ; 
fufing  to  be  made  the  third  time  Conful,  j 
as  believing  it  a  publick  Grievance.  , 
Have  not  you  in  the  Titles  of  Augnflm  1 
Cxfar,  and  Pater  Patriot,  fhew’d  as  great 
modefiy  as  did  P apir/us>  or  Lucius  Qtitnil - 
lus  Cincinnati  ?  If  the  Commonwealth 
invited  them,  fo  hath  it  done  you.  Have 
not  the  Senate,  nay  the  Office  done  the 
lame,  as  hoping  to  augment  its  Credit 
and  Reputation  by  your  Authority  ?  I 
don’t  compare  you  to  him  who  made  the 
Conlulfhip  almoft  perpetual,  but  to  thofe 
who  when  they  were  in  the  Office,  execu¬ 
ted  it  for  the  pub'ick  G.;od,  and  not  to  en- 
ri  .h  themfelves.  There  was  a  Perfon  in 
i:,q  Senate  w.’O  had  been  thrice  Conful, 
when  you  ref  .fed  it  the  third  time.  The 
Election  of  the  Senate  made  you  fome  way 
or  other  uneafy,  perhaps  you  thought  we 
intended  now  you  were  Emperor  to  con¬ 
fer  the  Office  upon  you  in  that  Charader 
as  often  as  that  other  private  Senator  had 
born  it.  This  your  great  modefty  would 
have  refuted,  Jthoyou  had  been  a  private 
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Perfon  Rill,  Yet  why,  Sir,  fhould  the 
Son  of  fuch  a  Father  who  had  been  Con- 
ful  and  had  triumph’d,  refute  the  Office 
a  third  time  when  he  was  called  to  it  ? 
’Twas  an  Honour  due  both  to  jour  Birth 
and  to  your  Merit ;  yet  you  allow’d  that 
the  Solemnities  of  theYear  fhould  be  begun 
and  celebrated  by  private  Perfons :  This 
was  perfe&ly  to  let  us  know  we  werere- 
Ror’d  to  our  Antient  Liberty,  fince  other 
Perfons  befides  the  Emperor  were  made 
ConRils. 

Thus  the  Year  ufed  to  be  begun  after 
the  Expulfion  of  our  firfl  Kings;  thus 
when  we  had  antiently  driven  out  both 
them  and  their  Tyranny,  the  Year  took  its 
Denomination  from  the  Confuls.  They 
were  miferable  Slaves  to  their  Ambition, 
who  continu’d  Confuls  as  long  as  Empe¬ 
rors  ;  yet  it  cannot  be  called  Ambition  fo 
much  as  Envy  and  Ill-nature  for  them  thus 
to  poflefs  the  Office,  and  not  to  transfer 
this  high  and  honourable  Dignity  till  they 
had  worn  it  thredbare,  and  grew  weary 
of  it.  But  I’m  at  a  Rand  whether  to  ad¬ 
mire  moR  your  Magnanimity,  your  Mo- 
defty,ou  your  Bounty.  ’Twas  your  Mag¬ 
nanimity  to  abRain  from  it  when ’twas 
offer’d,  your  ModeRy  to  yield  it,  and  your 
Bounty  to  buffer  it  to  be  enjoy’d  by  others. 

But  ’tis  now  time  you  fhould  your  felf 
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affiime  it,  that  you  may  give  it  the  greater 
Luftre  both  by  your  acceptance  of  and  be- 
Saviour  in  it  :  for  to  refufeit  always  would 
look  as  tho  it  was  indifferent  to  you,  and  as  tho 
you  thought  it  beneath  you.  You  refus’d  it 
honourably, but  People  won’t  believe  fo,un- 
lefs  you  are  pleafed  to  undertake  it  fome- 
tirnes.  When  you  refufe  Triumphal 
Arches,  Statues,  Trophies,  we  are  bound 
to  excule  your  modefty,  for  thefe  things 
muft  and  will  beere&ed  to  you.  But  we 
defire  you  to  teach  your  Succeffors  by  your  own 
example  to  cafi  off  floth ,  to  poflpone  their 
Fleafures ,  and  for  a  floor t  [pace  to  awaken 
themfelves  out  of  their  intoxicated  Happi- 
nefs ,  to  put  on  the  Confuls  Robe ,  tho  it  be 
in  their  power  to  name  a  Delegate ,  to  come  in - 
toCourt  to  perform  the  Function,  and  by  it 
to  fhew  themfelves  fuch  as  they  ought  to  be , 
and  not  to  defre  the  Confulfhip  only  out  of 
Vanity ,  to  boaft  how  often  they  have  born  it. 

We  know  you  executed  the  Office, once 
whenyou  were  with  the  Army,  another 
time  when  abfent  among  the  Provinces  *, 
but  the  City  of  Rome  was  not  fo  happy 
as  to  enjoy  your  Prefence  as  their  Conful. 
We  heard  and  only  heard  of  the  great 
Fame  there  was  of  your  Integrity,  Huma¬ 
nity,  and  Patience  ;  but  we  defire  not  al¬ 
ways  to  give  heed  to  Common  Fame,  we 
defire  to  fatisfy  our  Eyes  and  to  convince 

cut 
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our  Judgments.  How  long  fbali  we  be 
deluded  by  being  told  how  bravely  you 
behave  your  felf  abroad  ?  Let  us  fee  our 
fe Ives  whether  your  fecond  Confulfhip 
hath  puff’d  you  up  or  no.  Mens  Tempers 
frequently  are  alter'd  much  by  that  time  they 
have  been  but  half  a  Tear  in  the  Office  ;  how 
much  more  when  the  Dignity  of  Conful  and 
of  Emperor  meet  together  in  the  felf-fame  Per- 
fon  ?  Tis  common  for  Perfons  of  great 
Dignity,  if  they  have  any  one  eminent 
Vertue  in  them,  to  be  celebrated  as  tho 
they  were  the  very  Quinteffence  of  Vertue. 
But  let  us  now  fee  whether  thefe  two 
things  can  be  confident,  a  good  Conful 
and  a  good  Emperor.  For  befides  the 
difficulty  of  executing  two  the  higheft 
Offices  at  once, you  have  this  further  Nice* 
ty  to  encounter :  How  with  the  Charac¬ 
ter  of  a  Sovereign  to  comport  with  the 
Confulfhip  an  inferior  Office,  and  how  to 
attemper  the  Confulfhip  that  the  Office 
might  not  look  too  affuming  when  born  by 
the  Emperor. 

I  fee  then  that  the  Reafon  of  your  re- 
fufing  it  the  laft  Year,  was  chiefly  becaufe 
you  were  abfent  and  out  of  place  to  have 
executed  it.  But  flnce  to  the  joy  of  all 
Mankind  you  are  arrived,  what  can  you 
undertake  more  honourable  to  your  felf 
or  more  defirable  to  us  ?  We  are  not  fatif- 
H  4  fied 


120  Pliny ‘5  tpanegyrick 
fied  with  your  coming  into  Court,  unlefsj 
you  hold  it  ;  nor  with  your  intervening 
in  the  Senate?  unlefsyou  prefide  there;  nor 
with  your  hearing  the  debates,  unlefs  you 
ratify  them.  Would  you  reftore  the  here¬ 
tofore  Augufi:  Tribunal  of  Confuls  to  its 
antient  Splendor  and  Authority  ?  you  muft 
then  fill  it  your  felf.  Would  you  main¬ 
tain  the  Reverence  due  to  the  Magiftracy, 
the  Authority  of  the  Laws,  and  keep  per- 
verfe  and  impudent  Fellows  in  good  Order  ? 
put  on  the  Robe  your  felf  then.  Were  you 
a  private  Perfon  ftill,  the  Commonwealth 
would  want  you  both  to  be  their  Senator 
and  their  Conful  ;  much  more  therefore 
now  you  are  Emperor,  it  will  import  them 
to  have  you  Conful  too. 

Thefe  high  and  weighty  Reafons  did 
at  lafl  prevail  upon  your  Modefty,tho  with 
relu&ance.  For  in  what  humble  wife 
did  you  give  way  to  it  ?  not  to  leffen  your 
felf  by  too  low  and  mean  a  compliance; 
but  however  you  allow’d  Inferiors  to  ftand 
in  fome  fort  upon  an  equal  level,  for  you 
accepted  the  Confulfhip  the  third  time, 
only  that  you  might  confer  it.  You  were 
well  accquainted  with  the  Candor  and 
Modefty  of  the  Men  whom  you  knew 
would  not  accept  the  Office  a  third  time, 
but  in  Partnerfhip  with  one  who  had 
been  three  times  Conful  ’Tis  true,  you 
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advanc’d  your  old  Comrades  and  Fellow 
Soldiers  to  it.  Men  who  had  deferv’d  well 
from  you ;  but  ’twas  fparingly,  and 
where  they  had  the  long  Robe  as  well  as 
the  Sword  to  recommend  them.  You  were 
obliged  to  them  for  their  care  and  vigi¬ 
lance  in  either  Province.  But  ’ tis  rare  to 
Jind  a  Prince  fenfible  of  an  Obligation  \  or  if 
he  be ,  3 tis  yet  not  common  that  he  owns  it. 
Where  you  are  indebted,  therefore,  Sir, 
you  pay.  But  where  you  advance  Men  a 
third  time  to  be  Confuls,  you  fhew  your 
felf  not  fo  much  a  magnificent  Prince  as 
a  grateful  Friend.  Moreover,  there’s 
not  the  lead  Merit  you  difcern  in 
any  Citizen,  but  you  promote  it  by  all 
manner  of  encouragement ;  and  you  fo  ma¬ 
nage  the  matter,  that  whatever  favour 
you  beftow,  the  Party  who  receives  it  ne¬ 
ver  fails  to  make  full  acknowledgment 
of  his  Obligation.  What  then  can  I  with 
to  be  added  to  your  Liberality,  unlefs  it  bo 
that  you  may  ever  oblige  and  be  obliged, 
and  leave  it  dubious  whether  it  be  more 
expedient  for  your  Subjects  to  be  indebted 
to  you,  or  to  become  your  Creditors  for 
the  affectionate  Duty  and  Obedience  they 
pay  to  you  ?  Methinks  I  can  here  look 
back  upon  that  antient  Conffitution  of 
the  Senate,  where  a  Perfon  who  had  been 
$hree  times  Conful  prefiding,  put  the 
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Queftion  to,  and  took  the  Suffrage  of  ano¬ 
ther  who  was  deftirPd  the  third  time  to 
the  Office.  ’Twas  a  great  and  honoura¬ 
ble  thing  to  both,  and  the  fame  thing 
bath  now  hapned  to  your  felf.  But  this 
I  mu  ft  obferve,  that  as  High  and  Great  Bo¬ 
dies  landing  near  to  thole  who  are  high¬ 
er  and  greater,  look  the  lefs;  fo  the  high- 
eft  Honours  that  can  be  confer’d  upon 
private  Men,  when  they  are  afTociated 
with  you  they  look  but  meanly  ;  and  the 
nearer  they  approach  the  Imperial  Dignity, 
they  appear  lefs  than  in  their  own  natural 
and  proper  Station.  You  however,  tho 
you  could  not  make  them  equal  to  your  felf, 
have  fet  them  up  fo  high  that  they  feem 
as  much  exalted  above  other  Men  as^  they 
are  to  you  inferior.  Had  you  devolv’d  the 
Confulfhip  to  a  Perfon  who  had  held  it 
thrice  already  the  fame  Year  you  were 
elected  to  it  your  felf,  it  had  been  an  Ar¬ 
gument  of  a  great  Soul.  And  as  ’ tis  un¬ 
doubtedly  no  [mail pitch  of  Happinefs  to  be 
in  a  Capacity  of  ailing  what  one  will ,  fo'tU 
as  great  an  Argument  of  Magnanimity  to 
effefl  and  do  what  one  can  and  may.  He  was 
a  Gallant  Perfon  who  could  pretend  to 
deferve  the  Confulfhip  a  third  time  in  any 
Age,  much  more  in  fuch  a  Reign  as  yours/ 
’Twasa  grea&and  memorable  thing  to  be 
fo  rewarded,  efpecialiy  confidering  who 
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was  the  Prince  that  gave  it.  What !  could 
nothing  fatisfy  you  lefs  than  to  honour 
two  feveral  Perfons  as  your  Colleguesand 
Partners  in  the  Office  ?  ’Xwas  furely  the 
only  caufe  of  your  continuing  in  it,  that 
you  might  oblige  them  both  by  aftoeiating 
your  felf  toeither.  They  had  both  not  long 
before  been  Confuls  under  your  Father 
Nerva, which  in  effeft  was  under  you, ’t  was 
but  a  little  whilethat  they  had  laid  down 
the  Fafces  ;  the  Noife  of  the  Common  Cri¬ 
ers  and  of  the  Li&ors  fcarce  was  out  of  their 
Ears,  when  they  were  call’d  back  again,  to 
refume  the  Purple,  and  to  take  their  Seats 
upon  the  Beruch.  As  heretofore  when 
Enemies  approached,  and  the  State  was 
brought  in  danger,  then  we  wanted  Men 
of  experience  to  condud  us.  7Trvas  not 
P laces  for  Men,  hut  Men  for  Places  that 
were  requifite.  Your  Bounty  is  fo  great, 
that  you  have  done  that  merely  for  Af- 
fe&ion  that  was  never  wont  to  be  done 
but  upon  the  greateft  exigencies  of  the 
State.  They  had  juft  laid  down  the  Robe, 
and  prefently  refumeit;  they  had^difmifs’d 
the  Li£tors,and  immediately  recaftd  them; 
their  Friends  had  juft  made  their  Compli¬ 
ments  at  parting,  and  came  back  again 
to  congratulate.  Thefe  Powers  belong 
rather  to  Gods  than  Menj  thus  to  renew 
and  to  compleat  Msns  joys,  never  to  let 

them 
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them  be  at  reft  from  Friends  Congratula¬ 
ting,  nor  to  fiiffer  any  Intervals  between 
their  Confulfhips,  but  as  it  ends  to  begin 
again.  May  you  ever  be  in  a  Capacity 
fo  to  do,  nor  may  your  Fortunes  nor  your 
Mind  be  ever  tired  out  here  :  may  you  live 
to  advance  many  to  be  three  times  Confuls  ; 
and  when  you  have  fo  done,  may  many  yet 
remain  who  fhall  deferveit. 

Whatfoever  Favors  are  confer1  d  upon 
Men  of  Worth,  Perfons  of  the  fame  Cha¬ 
racter  are  as  much  pleas1  d  with  it  as  they\ 
fo  that  when  thele  two  Gentlemen  were 
declar’d  confecutively  Confuls,  ’twas  not 
any  one  Party,  but  the  whole  Senate  con¬ 
ceiv’d  as  great  a  Satisfaction  in  it,  as  if 
every  individual  Member  had  confer’d, 
or  otherwife  had  undertook  the  Office. 
For  thele  are,  my  Lords,  the  Men  whom 
the  Senate  chofe  of  all  others  for  their  good 
Husbandry,  and  to  leflen  the  vaft  Expen- 
ces  of  the  Publick.  This  it  was,  and  this 
only,  that  endear’d  them  to  the  Emperor. 
Have  not  we  by  frequent  experience  found 
that  where  aMan  hath  been  in  favour  with  the 
Senate ,  it  hath  turned  as  often  to  his  dif ad¬ 
vantage  as  to  his  profit  with  the  Prince  ? 
’Tis  not  long  fince  that  nothing  was  more 
fatal  than  the  Emperor’s  jealoufy  of  this 
fort.  Ho !  This  Man’s  a  Favorite,  he’s 
become  popular  in  the  Senate.  The  Em - 

peror 
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per  or  hated  thofe  that  we  refpe£ledy  as  m  did 
fitch  as  he  had  a  fancy  for .  Now  the  Con- 
teft  between  the  Prince  and  Senate  is, 
which  fhali  advance  the  worthieft  Objects , 
Now  we  agree  in  our  Opinions ,  in  our  Elec¬ 
tions  ;  and  what1  s  the  great  eft  In  [lance  of 
a  mutual  Jffeclion ,  we  love  the  felf-  fame  Per - 
forts*  Wherefore,  my  Lords,  you  may 
fhew  your  Favours  freely,  and  your  Incli¬ 
nations  without, conftrainr.  Ton  have  no 
need  to  diffemble  where  you  lovey  for  fear  of 
hurting  your  Friends ,  nor  feem  to  bate  them 
that  you  may  do  them  good.  The  Emperor 
and  the  Senate  are  agreed  in  what’s  to  be 
allow’d  or  difapproved.  He  hath  promo¬ 
ted  thofe  Perfons  a  third  time  to  the  Con* 
fulfhip  whom  you  your  felves  would  have 
chofen,  and  done  it  in  the  fame  order  as 
when  you  your  felves  were  wont  to  ele£h 
’Tis  happy  on  both  fides,  that  either  his 
Majefty  loves  thofe  beft  whom  he  looks  up¬ 
on  asdeareft  to  you,  or  that  other  wife  he 
a£ts  contrary  to  his  own  Inclinations  to  ob~ 
lige  you.  Preferments  and  Rewards  lie  in 
profpe£t  to  the  elder  fort, and  to  the  younger 
good  Examples.  The  great  Mens  Houles 
are  free  and  open  to  them, nor  can  any  Per- 
lon  make  his  Court  to  the  Emperor  fo  well 
as  by  making  an  Intereft  with  the  Senate  : 
for  whofbever  is  advanc’d,  he  looks  upon 
it  that  the  Honour  redounds  to  him,  and 
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values  not  him felf  that  he  is  above  every  Bo¬ 
dy,  unlefs  he  hath  Men  of  the  higheft  Rank 
and  Merit  to  be'  fuperior  to.  Purfue  this 
Maxim,  Sir,  and  believe  and  account  of  us 
according  to  the  publick  Fame  you  have  heard . 
We  defire  you  only  to  fee  and  give  heed  to 
this ,  and  not  to  hearken  to  the  clandefiine 
Char  abler  s  and  private  Whifperings  of  Mali¬ 
cious  Men ,  who  are  to  none  fo  dangerous  as  to 
thofe  that  trufl  them.  °Tis  much  better 
to  believe  common  Fame  than  private  Men , 
for  the  latter  may  both  deceive  and  be  deceiv¬ 
ed  ;  one  fingle  Man  cant  pretend  to  put  the 
fham  upon  every  Body ,  nor  can  the  uni - 
verfal  Opinion  of  Mankind  deceive  any. 

I  return  now  to  your  own  Confulfhip, 
tho  there  be  many  things  belonging  to  it 
that  fell  out  before.  Firftof  all,that  you  ap¬ 
pear’d  in  Court  not  (imply  as  a  Candidate 
for  this  Office,  but  as  a  Perfonwho  refold 
to  be  Immortal ,  Glorious ,  and  to  give  Exam’ 
pie  for  Good  Princes  to  imitate  hereafter , 
and  for  bad  ones  to  revere ,  and  ft  and  amazed 
at.  The  Roman  People  rejoic’d  to  fee  you 
feated  upon  that  Tribunal,  which  antient- 
ly  they  had  a  Right  to  ele£f  to.  You  fub- 
mitted  to  the  previous  Forms,  and  long  tho 
not  ridiculous  delays  of  the  Senate,  and 
were  at  length  made  Conful,  like  one  of 
thofe  whom  you  took  in  to  be  your  Affoci- 
ates.  Which  of  our  Emperors  before  you 
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ever  'fhew’cl  fo  much  refpeQ:  either  to  the 
Senate, or  to  the  People  ?  Was  it  not  their 
Cull'om  to  be  doz’d  and  ftupified  with 
the  fumes  of  the  foregoing  Nights  De¬ 
bauchery,  and  in  that  pickle  to  expeQ:  a 
Meffage  intimating  their  Ele&ion  from 
the  Senate?  Others  there  were  perhaps 
more  vigilant,  who  fate  up  late,  but  to 
contrive  within  their  Clofets  either  to  ba~ 
nifli  or  to  murder  thofe  very  Magiftrates 
by  whom  they  were  themfelves  made 
Confu!s.  Oh  1  Safe  Ambition  unworthy 
of  the  Name  of  Majefty,  to  covet  the  place 
and  yet  defpife  it,  and  to  difdain  what 
they  had  before  been  fond  of.  And  when 
from  the  adjoining  Gardens  they  had  the 
Houle  in  profpe£f ,  yet  to  abfent  themfelves 
from  the  Affembly,as  thothe  Rhine  or  Da¬ 
nube  lay  between  them  1  Couid  you  do 
things  fo  much  beneath  your  Honour,  and 
fo  unlike  your  felf,as  imperioufly  and  inlb- 
lently  to  command  theoConfuls  to  let  the 
People  know,  that  not  fo  much  as  the  lead 
refemblance  of  their  antient  Liberty  re¬ 
main’d  ?  Could  you  refrain  from  coming  to 
the  Senate,  conceal  and  hide  your  felf,  not 
asthoyouhad  been  lately  made  Conful* 
but  as  if  you  had  abdicated  the  Empire? 
Nol  this  was  the.  opinion  of  our  former 
Tyrants,  who  thought  that  they  gave  over 
being  Princes,  if  they  ever  after  it  did  any 

things 
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thing  as  Senators^  Yet  many  of  them  a£ted 
thus,  not  fo  much  out  of  Pride  as  out  of 
Fear;  perhaps  being  confcious  to  themfelves 
of  their  Adulteries  and  Incefts,  they  had 
not  Courage  left  them  to  prefume  to  enter, 
and  with  unhallowM  Feet  to  pollute  the  Sa¬ 
cred  Floor.  They  had  not  fo  far  caji  off  the 
fear  of  Men  and  Gods ,  as  to  be  able  to  fupport 
the  being  looked  on  by  fo  great  a  Prefence .  But 
on  the  contrary,  your  Moderation,  and  the 
San&ityof  your  Life  and  Manners  embol¬ 
den  you  to  appear, and  fhew  your  fell  in  the 
AfTemblies  both  of  Gods  and  Men.  0~ 
thers  have  defer v* d  the  Confulfbip  before  they 
attain'd  it ,  you  both  before  and  fince. 

The  Solemnities  of  the  Ele&ion  had  foon 
been  over,  and  the  A  {Terribly  all  difmifs’d, 
had  you  infifted  only  upon  your  Character 
as  Emperor,  when  you  to  the  Admiration 
of  ail  Men  approach’d  the  Confuls  Sear, 
and  took  the  Oaths  in  Terms  unufual  to 
the  Ears  of  Princes,  unlefs  when  others 
(wore  to  them.  You  fee  now,  Sir,  how 
neceffary  7twas  you  fhould  accept  it. 
The  World  would  never  have  believed  you 
had  been  fo  juft  to  the  Commonwealth, 
had  you  refufed  it.  I  am  amaz’d,  my 
Lords,  nor  can  I  believe  either  my  Eyes 
or  Ears,  but  metbinksl  am  apt  to  ask  my 
felf  again  and  again  how  this  can  be?  To 
have  an  Emperor,  Cafar,  Jttguflus,  Pon* 
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fsfex  Maximus,  (land  before  the  Confuls 
Sear,  the  Conful  fitting  undifturb’d  and  ea- 
fyinhis  Authority  as  heretofore?  and  as 
he  (at  he  tender’d  him  the  Oaths.  The 
Emperor  tdok  them, repeated  and  explained  the 
Words ,  and  devoted  both  himfelf7  his  Houfe 
and  Family  to  the  Indignation  of  the  Godsj, 
if  wittingly  or  willingly  he  ever  broke  them . 
This,  Sir,  was  great  in  it  felf,  your  Ho¬ 
nour  greater.  W  hether  fucceeding  Princes 
fhall  think  fit  to  follow  your  example  or 
nor,  what  Language  can  come  up  to  the 
Dignity  of  this  Occafion  ;  that  he  who  in¬ 
troduc’d  you  as  Conful  the  firft  time,  now 
performs  the  Ceremony  a  third,  and  hath 
the  Honour  to  enftal  you  fo,  now  you  are 
our  Sovereign,  as  well  as  when  you  were 
a  private  Perfon  ;  when  you  are  Emperor 
as  well  as  when  you  were  a  Subje£l  ?  ?Tis 
hard  to  fay  which  is  the  moft  Honourable 
Circumftance  to  you,  to  have  taken  vo¬ 
luntarily  the  Oaths  when  no  fuperior 
Prince  could  have  compel’d  you  ;  or  others 
Wife  that  you  condefcended  to  be  fwotn  in 
concert  with  your  fellow  Conful?  In  the 
Court^of  Juftice  likewife  upon  the  Bench, 
you  pay  the  fame  Religious  Obfervance  td 
the  Laws,  which  none  of  our  preceding  Em¬ 
perors  would  fubmit  to.  But  you  difpenfe 
with  nothing  ift  your  felf,  that  we  are  bound 
for  Which  reafoo  we  are  obliged  td 
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with  it  daily,  that  your  Authority  may  be 
augmented.  Tis  the  firft  time  I  ever 
learn d  or  heard  the  Maxim  fettled.  That 
the  Prince  is  not  above  the  Law,  but  the 
Law  above  the  Prince  \  that  neither  Emperor 
nOrConfuls  can  do  any  thing  but  what  others 
lawfully  may.  The  Emperor  (wears  in  the 
pretence  of  God  Almighty  to  obfcrve  the 
Laws  ;  andwhere  can  we  imagine  the  Divine 
Prefencemore  immediately  to  be ,  than  at  fuch 
Solemnities?  He  takes  his  Oath  to  thole 
who  are  alio  bound  to  the  fell- Tame  thing, 
and  by  the  fame  obligation  *  being  well  ad- 
•vifed  that  no  Man  can  obferve  his  Oath  Jo 
well  as  he  who  knows  it  to  be  hislntereft  aswel 
as  his  Duty  to  keep  it.  Wherefore,  as  you 
went  outof  the  Confu  Is  Office,  you  were 
{worn  again  that  you  had  done  nothing 
contrary  to  the  Laws.  ’Twas  a  great 
thing  for  you  to  promife,  hut  a  greater  that 
you  were  as  good  at  your  Word.  How  Ho¬ 
nourable  therefore  is  it  to  you  to  come  lo 
often  into  Court  to  take  your  Seat  below 
upon  the  Bench,  leaving  the  Throne  above 
you  empty,  here  to  accept  and  hereto  lay 
down  the  Confullhip?  How  unlike  the 
Cuftoms  of  your  Predeceffors,  who  for  a 
few  days  were  wont  to  have  the  Name, 
and  then  diveft  themfelves  of  theThingby 
a  publick  Edift  ?  This  was  all  the  perfor¬ 
mance  they  made  of  their  Oaths,  their 
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Speeches,  and  their  Declarations.  The 
Conclufion  generally  agreed  with  the  Pre- 
mifes,  for  we  had  no  other  occafion  to 
remember  their  being  Confuls  but  that 
they  hinder’d  others  from  the  Office. 

I  have  not  yet,  my  Lords,  done  with  the 
Emperor’s  behaviour  in  the  Confulfliip. 
I  have  only  upon  this  head  fpoken  what  I 
had  to  fay  concerning  his  taking  the  Con* 
fuls  Oath ;  nor  is  it  my  prefent  purpofe, 
as  tho  the  Subject  were  jejune  and  barren, 
to  draw  and  fpin  out  his  Commendation 
by  an  unneceffary  repetition  of  the  fame 
things  over  and  over.  When  the  day  he 
entred  upon  the  Office  came,  he  came  into 
Court,  and  befpoke  us  all  in  general  and 
in  particular,  to  refume  our  Liberty,  to 
undertake  the  common  Cares  of  the  Em¬ 
pire,  to  be  vigilant  and  look  after  the 
publick  Weal.  His  Predeceffors  for  form 
fake  us*d  to  make  us  the  fame  Speech,  but 
we  knew  it  was  never  their  intention,. 
They  had  the  deftru&ion  of  many  Men  in 
their  Heads,  whom  by  a  treacherous  Ad¬ 
vancement  they  drew  into  the  Snare, when 
they  leaft  thought  on’t.  What  part  of  the 
Ocean  ever  yet  was  fo  inconftant  as  the  Fa¬ 
vour  of  thofe  Princes,  who  were  poiTefs’d 
with  fb  much.  Fraud  and  Levity,  that 
Men  were  better  be  in  their  Difpleafure 
than  be  thought  their  Minions?  But 
1  2  where- 
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wherever  you  command  us,  we  follow 
chearfully  and  with  fafety.  If  you  fay 
we  are  free,  we  are  fo.  If  you  command 
us  to  deliver  our  Opinions,  we  can  freely 
do  if,  we  are  not  fo  far  overborn  with  Sloth 
nor  Coward ife,  (tho  Fear  and  Terror  and 
the  miferable  experience  of  paft  Dangers 
were  a  fufficient  warning  to  us)  as  to  di¬ 
vert  our  Thoughts  and  Inclinations  from 
the  Commonwealth,  a  thing  that  lately 
had  even  loft  its  jMame;  But  now  1  repo- 
fing  confidence  in  you,  and  trufting  firmly 
to  your  Promifes,  we  dare  prefume  to  o- 
pen  our  Mouths  again, too  long  kept  faft  by 
Slavery, and  to  Jet  loofe  our  Tongues  which 
had  been  bridled  by  fo  many  Calamities. 
Your  mind  is,  we  fhould  be  what  you  fay  ; 
nor  is  there  any  fort  of  glofs  or  fallacy  in 
your  Expreftions,  nor  any  thing  that  can 
deceive,  unlefs  where  Men  deceive  them- 
felves  as  they  miftake  you.  For  no  Prince 
is  ever  put  upon ,  but  where  he  is  himfclf  un¬ 
true .  I  am  perfectly  allured  that  whatfo- 
ever  the  Emperor  fays,  he  [peaks  it  from  his 
Heart •  For  what  a  Gravity  is  there  in  his 
Speech,  what  Truth  and  Freedom  in  his 
Words,  what  Affeveration  in  his  Voice, 
what  Affirmation  in  his  Countenance?  In 
all  his  Actions,  Geftures,  Looks, how  great 
Sincerity?  He  will  be  ever  therefore  true 
to  his  Word.  And  he  will  be  affured,  fo 
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Jong  as  he  maintains  our  Liberty,  we  fhall 
obey  him.  Nor  need  we  fear  he  fhould 
look  upon  us  as  unwary,  when  we  depend 
upon  the  Certainty  of  the  Government, 
tho  he  remembers  when  ’twas  otherwife. 

Let  us  then  make  our  folemn  Vows  for 
the  long  Continuance  of  the  Empire,  for 
the  Safety  of  the  People,  for  the  Health 
and  Happinefs  of  our  Emperors,  and  for 
their  fakes  that  the  Empire  may  laft  for 
ever ;  as  was  our  antient  Cuftom  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Year.  Tis  worthy  ob¬ 
servation  whatfenfe  thefe  Vows  are  made 
in  for  the  Empire :  They  are  Vows  and 
Prayers  at  all  times  worthy  to  be  made. 
For,  Sir,  the  Roman  Stare  implores  the 
Gods  for  your  long  Life  and  Safety,  that 
you  may  preferve  the  People  committed  to  jot®* 
charge  in  Wealth  and  Happinefs.  If  you  do 
otherwife,  the  Gods  will  then  for fake  you  ; 
nor  will  they  hear  thofe  Prayers  we  make  in 
your  behalf  as  being  unfincere.  Other 
Princes  wifh’d  to  outlive  the  Liberties  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  by  confounding 
and  deftroying  it  they  had  their  Wifli. 
Your  Life  it  felf  is  uneafy  to  you,  ttnlefs  the 
Safety  of  the  Publtck  be  added  to  it.  You 
don’t  defire  us  to  wifh  or  pray  for  your 
Profperity,  unlefs  our  own  be  at  the  felf- 
fame  time  comprifed .■  And  as  the  Year  be¬ 
gins,  you  always  defire  tt^e  Gods  to  leave 
'  *  3  you, 
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you,  if  you  become  other  than  the  Prince  you 
were  at  your  Election*  But,  Sir,  you  may 
with  utmoft  Confidence  appeal  to  Heaven 
that  it  may  preferve  you  but  as  yon  deferne , 
fince  you  are  fin  e  that  none  know  better 
than  the  Gods  how  greatly  you  have  me- 
titled.  Does  not,  my  Lords,  the  Empe¬ 
ror  feetn  to  be  taken  up  both  night  and 
day  with  fuich  Thoughts  as  thefe?  I  do 
profefs  my  felf,  that  if  it  might  redound 
to  the  publick  Benefit  Fd  yield  my  Neck  to 
be  cut  off:  nor,  were  I  peccant  here, would 
I  defire  the  Gods  to  flop  or  flacken  their 
Indignation.  Nay  I  defire  and  pray  that 
the  Commonwealth  may  never  make  any 
publick  Vows  or  Prayers  for  me ;  or  if 
they  do,  my  only  hope  is,  that  I  may  de¬ 
leave  them.  You  reap,  Sir,  then  this 
glorious  Fruit  of  your  Prefervation,  and  of 
the  Favour  of  Heaven  towards  you,  That 
as  you  defire  Protection  from  it  but  upon 
Conditions,  if  you  govern  well  the  State 
and  to  the  publick  Profit,  you  may  be  fare 
you  do  it  well  fence  you  are  thus  preferved. 
Ypupafs  the  Day  therefore  with  Eafe  and 
Safety,  whereas  other  Princes  were  dif- 
tra&ed  with  their  Cares  and  Fears ;  they 
remain’d  fufpicious  and  aftonifh?d,  fearing 
our  Patience  would  not  hold.  And  as 

5 hey  look’d  for  their  Expreffes  from  the  en- 
(ayed  provinces,  if  they  were  ftop’d  by 
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Floods  or  Snow,  or  any  contrary  Wind, 
they  immediately  thought  that  fome  Re¬ 
bellion  had  broke  out  which  their  ill  Go¬ 
vernment  deferv’d.  Then  was  no  Man 
fafe  from  the  Emperor  s  Jealoufy;  For  as 
under  an  ill  Frince  every  body  who  is  a  wor¬ 
thier  Man  than  he  (as  ’ tis  eafy  for  any  to  be 
better  than  the  worft)  is  I00F  d  upon  and 
dreaded  as  a  Rival ;  fo  of  confequence  eve¬ 
ry  Man  of  Worth  mu  ft  be  in  Terror.  But  ‘ 
your  Safety  depends  not  upon  the  Return 
of  Meffengers,  nor  the  Delays  of  Poft- 
boys.  You  know  that  the  whole  Empire 
hath  taken  Oaths  of  Allegiance  to  you, 
as  yon  have  mutually  taken  your  Coronation 
Oath  to  them.  This  we  have  all  taken  to 
our  own  Advantage.  We  love  you,  and 
you  delerveit,  and  this  for  our  own  fakes 
as  well  as  yours ;  nor  does  there  pafs  a  day , 
Sir,  but  the  Affections  of  your  People, 
gain’d  by  the  Advantages  they  enjoy  un¬ 
der  you,  make  Vows  and  Prayers  to  Hea¬ 
ven  for  you.  That  Prince  is  in  a  mean  Con¬ 
dition  who  is  always  liable  toCenfure.  It 
may  be  ask’d  why  thofe  Princes  only  are 
inquifitive  who  are  hated  ?  Why  if  the 
Conduct  of  good  and  bad  Emperors  were 
not  greatly  different  in  this  matter,  how 
could  you  expea  to  find  your  felf  fo  much 
admir’d,  ador’d, and  prais’d  by  every  body  ? 
How  could  you  imagine  that  your  Sub- 
I  4  jeCts 


Pliny's  Tanegyrick 

je€ls  with  their  Wives  and  Children,  Ser¬ 
vants  and  Neighbours  Fire-fides,  could 
give  you  fuch  good  Words?  If  you  were 
like  fome  of  your  Predeceffors,  your  Ears, 
would  foon  be  fenpble  of  the  Alteration. 
Befides,  tho  Love  and  Hatred  are  two  con¬ 
trary  Qualities,  yet  in  this  they  are  alike, 
that  as  we  fajjlonately  love  a  good  Prince ,  fo 
we  as  extravagantly,  hate  a  bad  one . 

You  had  furficient  Experience  of  our 
Affections  and  good  Opinion  that  day, 
when  you  fo  qualified  the  Cares  and 
Thoughtfulnefs  ot  every  Candidate,  that 
no  Man’s  Succefs  fhould  difturb  another’s 
Quiet,  Some  went  off  with  Joy,  others 
with  Hopes:  many  were  congratulated, 
none  condol’d  with.  And  for  this  reafon 
you  encouraged  the  Youth  toafpire  to  the 
higheft  Offices  of  the  State,  to  ingratiate 
tthemlelves  with  the  Senate,  and  bid  them 
expe&  Advancement  from  you  as  they 
were  approved  by  them:  In  which  re-, 
fpe&  if  they  wanted  an  Example,  you  bid 
ihem  follow  yours.  And  yours ,  Sir,  is  a 
great  one ,  ft  to  be  imitated  as  well  by  Prin¬ 
ces  as  by  Candidates  for  the  Confuljhip. 
What  Competitor  ever  carried  himfeif 
With  greater  refpeCt  to  the  Senate  than 
you  have  done  in  all  parts  of  your  Life? 
but  then  mod;  remarkably,  when  you  fat 
WJth  them  to  judg  of  the  Sufficiency  of 
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each  Candidate.  Was  any  thing  obtain’d 
from  you,  but  the  Senate  confented 
to  it?  Some  few  Perfons  of  IUuftrious 
Houfes  were  advanc’d  to  Offices  before 
they  had  attain’d  to  the  precife  Age  which 
the  Law  requir’d.  The  Nobility  there¬ 
fore  are  not  obfcur’d,  but  encourag’d  by 
the  Emperor.  Nor  does  your  Majefty 
terrify  or  threaten  the  Defcendants  of  fuch 
as  formerly  deferv’d  greatly  of  the  State ; 
but  by  putting  ’em  foon  inOffice,you  add  to 
and  augment  the  Honour  of  their  Houfes. 
Where  you  find  any  of  the  antient  Nobility 
famous  for  their  fornaerMerit,you  embrace, 
cherifh  and  promote  them  for  their  Coun¬ 
try’s  Service.  ,  The  Names  of  our  antient 
Great  Nobility  are  rever’d  and  famous. 
Thefe  the  Emperor  refcues  from  Oblivi¬ 
on  by  preferving  them,  and  adding  to 
their  Number  fuch  as  in  this  Age  deferve 
to  be  ennobled. 

One  of  the  Candidates,  who  that  day 
appear’d,  had  been  Queftor  in  a  remote 
Province,  and  in  the  Capital  City  of  it 
had  fettled,  to  his  great  Commendation, 
a  very  confiderahle  Fund  for  their  common 
Stock.  This  you  thought  worthy  to  be 
recommended  to  the  Senate,  tho  the  Au¬ 
thor  was  not  of  Noble  Parentage.  For 
why,  Sir,  in  your  Reign,  who  have  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  Nobility  of  your  Birth  by  your 

own 
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own  proper  Vertue,  flbould  their  Cafe  be 
worfe,  who  have  deferved  to  make  their 
Pofterity  noble,  than  thofe  who  received 
it  from  their  Anceftors?  This  was  a  wor¬ 
thy  Aftion,  fit  to  be  known  by  all  the 
Magiftracy  throughout  the  Empire,  that 
Men  are  encouraged  to  approve  them- 
felves  Men  of  Worth  by  the  Rewards 
they  find  given  to  luch,  rather  than  by 
Punilhments  infli&ed  on  the  Bad. 

The  Nobility  were  animated,  and  let 
themfelves  to  emulate  what  they  found 
applauded:  Nor  was  there  any  Man  but 
wilh’d  he  could  do  as  much,  ftnce  it  ap¬ 
pend  the  Emperor  had  Intelligence  of  what- 
foever  pafs'd  in  the  Provinces.  Tis  ufeful. 
Sir,  and  neceflary  that  the  Lieutenants  ot 
Provinces  Qiould  have  this  Confidence. 
It  will  encourage  their  Induftry  and  their 
Integrity.  The  Opinion  and  Approbati¬ 
on  of  the  Emperor  is  a  great  thing.  Hi¬ 
therto,  tho  Men  were  never  lo  right  and 
fo  fincere,  this  true  but  miferable  Thought 
either  chang’d  their  Minds,  or  made  them 
negligent.  For  example  ;  Let  me  do 
ne'er  fo  well ,  the  Emperor  either  mil  not 
know  it,  or  if  he  does,  he' l  take  no  notice. 
So  that  by  the  Negligence  or  Perverfe- 
nels  of  our  former  Emperors,  who  neither 
punitb'd  the  Bad,  nor  rewarded  the  Good, 
the  one  were  not  deter' d  from  their 
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Crimes ,  nor  the  other  encourag'd.  But 
now  whofoever  governs  well  his  Province, 
is  fure  he  fhali  attain  to  what  hisVer- 
tue  hath  merited.  The  way  now  is  let 
out  and  open  both  to  Honour  and  to  Fame, 
with  this  Advantage,  that  Men  gain  what 
they  defire  ;  and  having  gain’d  it,  they 
have  Obligation  to  none  but  to  themfelves. 
You  have  alfo  freed  the  Provinces  in  time 
coming  from  their  Fears, and  from  the  Ne- 
ceflity  of  fending  up  their  Complaints  to 
Court.  For  when  the  Magiftracy  fhali  be 
fenfiblethat  the  Addrefles  and  Thanks  of 
the  Provinces  to  the  Emperor  for  fending 
good  Governors  is  the  way  to  be  advanc'd, 
there  will  be  an  end  of  all  Complaints; 
and  Men  will  find  nothing  fo  conducive  to 
their  future  Preferment,  as  their  good  Be¬ 
haviour  in  thofe  they  have  already  :  One 
Office  and  Dignity  will  beget  another .  Fd  have 
it  lb,  that  wholbever  is  made  Governor  of 
a  Province,  fhould  at  his  return  bring 
with  him  not  the  Certificateof  his  Friends, 
nor  clandeftine  Teftimonials  obtain’d  in 
Taverns,  but  the  publick  Edi&s  and  De¬ 
crees  of  Colonies  and  Cities.  ’Tis  not  fit 
that  Cities,  People,  and  Countries  fhould 
be  thus  compriz’d  in  the  Atteftation  of  a 
few  Men,  becaufe  they  are  in  Office:  The 
mofi  cffcftual  Courfe  to  obtain  a  further  Cha¬ 
racter*  ought  to  be  the  publish  Addreffes  of 
thfe  he  govern'd  laft .  Be- 
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Befid'es,  with  what  Satisfaction  and  Ap- 
plaufe  did  the  Senate  take  it,  that  as  the 
Perfons  chofen  were  call’d  to  you  by  Name, 
you  faluted  them  withaKifs?  That  you 
came  down  to  them  in  the  Hall,  and  made 
your  Compliment  to  them  like  their  other 
Friends.  I  know  not  whether  moft  to  ad¬ 
mire  you, or  to  blame  the  Pride  of  yourPre- 
deceflors  who  difus’d  fo  generous  a  Cufi 
tom  ;  when  fitting  on  the  Throne  as  tho 
they  had  been  nail’d  there,  they  were  us’d 
upon  fuch  occafions  with  an  imperious 
Air  to  give  a  Nod,  orflowly  move  their 
Hands :  But  you  (hew’d  us  an  unufual 
Sight,  the  Emperor  and  the  Candidates  upon 
even  ground,  them  who  received,  and  him 
who  confer  d  the  Honour  J landing  together ; 
which  A&  of  yours,  how  greatly  taking 
was  it  to  the  Senate?  The  greater  the 
thing  was  in  it  felf,  the  more  Auguft  and 
Honourable  the  manner.  For  where  no¬ 
thing  could  be  added  to  you,  what  could  en¬ 
dear  you  more  than  your  Humility ,  fave  the 
Reverence  of  your  Char  after  ?  Humility  is 
the  lafl  thing  a  Prince  fhall  f  ’4ffer  by.  ’T was 
not  fo  much  your  Courtefy,  as  the  Inten¬ 
tion  of  it  we  admir’d.  For  when  both  by 
your  Countenance,  your  Voice  and  Ges¬ 
ture,  you  exprefi:  your  Satisfaction  to 
them,  you  could  have  appointed  no  Man 
to  have  made  the  Compliment  in  your 

Name, 
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Name  who  could  have  done  it  fo  well. 
Again,  when  the  Competitors  were  nam’d 
in  Council  with  the  ufual  Ceremony, 
jtherewere  you  giving  your  Approbation 
(among  the  reft ;  that  the  Royal  Aflent 
(which  we  were  wont  to  wifh  might  be 
jfignified  in  the  behalf  of  Men  of  Worth, 
iyou  there  gave  inPerfon.  You  fet  them 
forth  as  the  Be  ft  of  Men  when  you  declar'd, 
them  chofen.  Their  Chara&er  received  a 
double  Honour,  as  being  approved  both 
by  your  Majefty  and  by  the  Senate,  who 
.  thought  themfelves  as  highly  honour’d  as 
did  the  Perfons  whom  you  commended. 

For  as  you  wifh’d  at  the  beginning  of 
theSeflion,  that  all  things  might  fucceed 
to  the  advantage  both  of  the  Senate  and 
the  Commonwealth,  might  not  we  at  the 
fame  time  a  little  have  inverted  the  Order 
of  your  Wifhes,  and  have  befought  the 
Gods,  that  all  that  you  have  done  or  (hail 
do  may  fucceed  as  pi  ofperoufly  to  you,  to 
us,  and  to  the  whole  Republick :  Or  to 
make  it  (borter,  to  your  [elf  only ,  wherein 
the  Commonwealth  and  we  are  apart  f*  There 
was  a  time,  and  that  but  lately,  wherein 
the  Interefh  of  the  Prince  and  People 
werediftinffc;  now,  be  it  good  or  bad,  9tis 
all  the  fame.  Nor  can  we  be  happy  unlefs 
your  Majefty  be  fo  too;  no  more  than  you 
can  be,  unlefs  we  are  ;  or  if  you  could, 

't  would 
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y would  be  the  SubjeB  of  your  Prayers ,  that 
the  Gods  Jhould  favour  you  no  longer  than 
as  you  continued  to  deferve  our  good  Opinion . 
Your  Affe0:ion  to  the  Roman  People  fo 
poffefles  you,  that  your  firft  Defire  is  to  be 
lovd  by  tts,  next  by  the  Gods ,  nor  by  them 
neither  but  as  you  deferve  from  us.  And 
certainly  the  Death  and  Exit  of  former 
Emperors  allure  us,  That  they  were  never 
loved  by  the  Godst  whom  Men  abhor  d* 
’Twas  a  hard  matter  to  balance  thefe  good 
Wiflues  of  yours  with  Commendations 
futable,  yet  we  hope  we  have  done  it. 
What  Zeal,  what  Earneftnefs  did  we  ex* 
prefs?  With  how  much  Spirit  did  we 
found  forth  our  Acclamations?  Thefe  pro¬ 
ceeded  not  fo  much  from  our  Affe&ions* 
as  from  your  high  Merits  and  Defervings . 
They  were  not  the  Effe&s  of  Flattery, 
nor  yet  extorted  from  us  by  Fear.  Whom 
did  we  ever  (land  fo  much  in  dread  of,  as 
thus  to  counterfeit  ?  Or  whom  did  we  e- 
ver  love  fo  much  as  to  be  thus  capable  to 
fliewit?  You  too  well  remember  the  com* 
pulfive  Exigencies  of  Slavery.  But  did 
you  ever  hear,  or  your  felf  endeavour  to 
perform  like  this  ?  Fear  can  invent  much, 
but  the  Infincerity  of  it  will  be  foon  feen 
through .  Mens  Behaviour  in  Sufpeme  and 
in  Security  is  different.  Men  in  Joy  and 
Men  in  Grief  have  different  mys$0  exprefs 

them • 
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them] elves  ;  they  can  neither  of  them  dif- 
femble :  They  both  ufe  W ords  peculiar  to  their 
Condition ,  and  tho  they  may  chance  to  [peak 
the  fame  Words,  yet  they  repeat  them  in  dif* 
ferent  Accents  • 

You  your  felf  are  Witnefs  what  Joy 
there  is  in  every  Man’s  Countenance. 
Here’s  nothing  feign’d,  difguis’d, nor  forc’d 
by  any.  The  very  Roofs  and  Houfes  do 
re  found  ;  the  Noife  and  Clamour  pierces 
through  the  Walls  and  Vaults.  Who  is  there 
that  is  not  ready  to  die  for  Joy  ?  Much  we 
did  of  our  felves,  and  fomewhat  by  an  in¬ 
ward  Impulfe  :  For  in  Joy  it  felf  there  is  & 
compul five  Power.  Nor  was  your  Modeffy 
capable  to  have  reftrain’d  it :  for  the  more 
you  did  forbid  us,  the  greater  our  Ex- 
preflions  were.  We  did  not  do  it,  Sir, 
to  thwart  you  ;  for  tho  it  be  in  your  pow¬ 
er  to  give  us  the  occafion  of  rejoicing,  yet 
the  Meafure  of  it  is  not  in  ours.  You  expe¬ 
rienc’d  the  Sincerity  of  our  Acclamations, 
by  fhedding  Tears  your  felf.  We  faw 
your  bloated  Eyes,  your  ferious  Counte¬ 
nance,  and  as  much  Modefty  in  your 
blufhing  Cheeks,  as  in  your  gracious  Tem¬ 
per  and  Difpofition.  This  made  us  wiffa 
the  more, that  you  might  never  have  other 
Caufe  to  weep.  Methinks  we  were  even 
ready  to  ask  the  Seats  and  Benches  of  the 
Houfe,  whether  they  had  ever  known  the 
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Emperor  to  weep  before  ;  ytis  certain  thef 
had  known  the  Senators •  You  have  laid  a 
mighty  Obligation  both  upon  the  Princes 
who  (hall  fucceed  you,  and  upon  our  Pos¬ 
terity  ;  for  they  undoubtedly  will  look 
for’t  at  their  Princes  hands  chat  they 
fliould  deferve  like  you  ;  and  your  Sue*- 
ceffors  will  be  as  uneai’y  if  they  have  not 
the  fame  Returns  from  them.  I  can  add 
no  more  than  what  the  whole  Senate  pro¬ 
nounc’d  at  once  when  they  made  this  Ac¬ 
clamation;  0  Happy  Trajan  1  'twasnotyou? 
Wealth ,  but  your  Mind  and  upright  Inclina¬ 
tion  which  they  meant  by  that  FLxprefJion.  For 
in  truth ’tis  the  higheft  pitch  of  Happi- 
nefs,  where  Men  deferve  to  be  happy*  And 
tho  upon  that  day  there  were  many  grave 
and  wife  things  faid,  yet  was  there  nor¬ 
thing  greater  than  thisj  F lave  Confidence  in 
us  in  your  [elf .  This  was  uttered  out 
of  the  great  Aflurance  we  had  of  our  own 
Affe&ions  to  you,  and  out  of  the  Opinion 
we  had  of  yours  to  us.  One  Man  may 
deceive  another,  but  few  are  apt  to  deceive 
themfelves.  Let  them  examine  their  own 
Lives,  and  then  ask  themfelves ,  what  they 
think  they  deferve  ?  Befides,  our  Expreffi- 
ons  of  Joy  were  as  eafily  believed  by  a 
good  Prince,  as  they  would  have  been  fuf- 
pefted  by  a  bad  one:  For  tho  bur  Accla» 
snations  had  been  the  fame  to  bdth9  yet 
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the  latter  Would  have  been  cohfcious  td 
fheinfelves,  that  they  did  not  deferve  Our 
Love.  For  this  reafon  ’ewas  our  wifhj; 
th At  the  Gods  would  fo  love  you,  as  yod 
h>vd  us.  And  who  could  have  fpoke 
thus  who  had  lov’d  the  Emperor  but 
little,  or  Who  had  thought  himfelfas  little 
lov’d  by  the  Emperor  ?  For  our  own  parts$ 
this  was  the  Sum  of  all  our  Wiflhes ;  That 
the  Gods  would  only  fo  love  us  as  we  lov'd  you* 
Is  it  not  true  that  when  we  made  you 
fhefe  Acclamations*  we  proclaimed  our 
Own  Happinefs  f  What  happier  cafe  can  we 
be  in,  fince  we  have  it  not  to  wifh  that 
dur  Prince  fhould  love  us ;  but  that  the 
Gods  jbould  be  as  kind  to  us  as  he  ?  The 
City  of  Rome ,  which  hath  been  ever  ad- 
difted  to  Piety,  and  hath  always  deferv’d  In° 
dulgence  from  the  Gods,  can’t  at  this  time 
defire  a  further  addition  to  their  Hapinefs,- 
than  that  the  Gods  would  imitate  the  Ewperoh 
But  I  need  not  couch  upon  every  thing* 
ridr  pretend  to  corfiprife  within  my  Speech 
of  Memory  thofe  things  which  you,  my 
Lords9-fo  theendPofterity  may  know  therity 
are  ti fed  to  have  recorded*  or  to  appoint 
tube  ingfav’d  in  Brafs.  Heretofore  the 
Emperors  Speeches  only  us’d  to  be  thus  re* 
£6fded<?  But  the  Acclamations  of  theSe« 
tiatei  WCht  no  further  chan  their  WallSo 
fefM  ihSfg  wire  Which  neither  the  Senate 
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nor  the  Prince  could  glory  in.  But  us 
both  for  the  Dignity  and  Profit  of  the 
Commonwealth,  that  thefe  to  our  prefect 
Emperor  fhould  both  be  publifh’d  now, 
and  tranfmitted  hereafter  to  all  Pofterity. 
Firft,  that  the  whole  World  may  know 
and  teftify  our  Piety.  Next,  that  it  may 
be  manifeft  that  the  Senate  dares  pro¬ 
nounce  their  Opinion  both  of  good  and  of 
wicked  Princes,  as  well  whilft  they  are 
yet  alive  as  when  they  are  dead.  And  laft- 
ly,  that  it  may  be  evident  that  we  were 
a  miferable,  yet  a  grateful  People,  even  to 
thofe  who  would  not  allow  us  to  exprefs 
our  Gratitude.  But  with  what  contenti¬ 
on,  what  endeavour,  what  clamours  were 
we  forc’d  to  expoftulate,  that  you  would 
not  fupprefs  our  good  Affections  nor  your 
own  Defervings,  but  allow  them  to  be 
tranfmitted  to  Pofterity  ?  That  Princes 
might  hereafter  learn,  how  to  diftinguifh 
between  true  and  feign’d  Applaufes,  and 
be  inftruCted  in  your  Science, Not  to  be  im¬ 
pos’d  upon.  Thothe  way  to  Fame  and  Glory 
be  mark’d  out  and  vifible,yet  let  us  remind 
them  of  it.  Tho  it  be  impoflible  that  Flat¬ 
tery  fhould  be  extirpated,  let  it  not  how¬ 
ever  be  reftored.  Thefe  are  certainly  things 
whichthey  ought  to  pra£tife,and  they  will 
deferve  to  hear  the  Commendations  of 
them  where  they  follow  them.  What  have 
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t  now  to  add  to  that  which  in  conjunction 
with  the  Senate  I  have  wifh’d  for,  but  that 
the  Joy  you  have  exprefs’d  may  long  con¬ 
tinue  ;  that  this  Day  may  be  ever  grateful 
to  your  Memory;  that  you  may  deferve 
new  Honours, and  receive  them?  Theft:  Ex- 
preflions  of  ours  can  never  be  repeated  but 
for  fuch  Actions  as  occafion’d  them,, 

How  agreeable  to  antient  Cuftom,  and 
to  the  Confular  Dignity  is  it,  that  the  Se¬ 
nate  fhould  fit  three  whole  days  only  to 
examine  into  your  great  Defervings ;  that 
you  your  felf  fhould  in  the  mean  time  aft 
no  otherwife  than  as  belong’d  to  the  Con- 
fuIsOffice  ?  Every  Member  put  what  Quefc 
tions  he  thought  fit ;  all  were  free  either  to 
difient,  to  difcant,  or  give  their  Opinions  in 
their  places  for  the  Common  Good.  Our  O- 
pinions  were  all  ask’d, and  ourVotes  taken, 
and  whatever  Propofition  was  offer’d,  the 
beft  Opinion  carried  it .  Who  heretofore  dat’d 
either  to  have  {poke  or  mov’d, but  thufe  un¬ 
fortunate  Men,,  whole  Opinions  were  fir  it 
fifted  ?  The  reft  fate  ftill amaz’d  and  ter¬ 
rified,  and  with  the  utmoit  pain  both  of 
Mind  and  Body,  ficarce  retir’d  the  filent 
md  fuilen  Faculty  of  agenting  :  one  fingie 
Perfon  made  the  motion,  the  reft  concur’d* 
tho  againft  their  Wills7aswell  perhaps  as 
the  Man  that  mov*d  it.  Nothing  could 
foe  mote  diipieafing  to  the  whole  Senate^ 
K  %  thdti 
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than  thofe  things  they  feetndmoft  to  acqtti * 
efce  in-  Perhaps  the  Emperor  might 
fometimes  intervene, and  for  the  Reverence 
due  to  the  Place  compofe  himfelf;  yet  no 
fooner  fhould  the  Houfe  rife,  but  he  be¬ 
took  himfelf  to  his  own  Arbitrary  Will 
and  Pleafure,  tramples  upon,  negleQed 
and  defpis’d  the  Dignities  of  Confuls 
and  of  Senators.  But  our  prefent  Em¬ 
peror  carries  himfelf  in  the  Confulfhip  as 
tho  he  polTefs’d  no  other  Office.  He  thinks 
nothing  beneath  him  that  becomes  a  Con- 
ini .  When  the  Houfe  is  up,  he  goes  home 
without  the  lead  Arrogance  or  Odentation 
ufual  with  Princes,  and  without  any  fort 
or  Tumult  of  his  Guards  about  him  ;  there 
is  fo  little  dir  about  the  Gates  at  his  ap¬ 
proaching,  that  Men  without  didurbance 
may  dand  there  meditating  upon  their 
Prayers,  or  Augurs  making  their  Obfer- 
vations.  No  Man’s  took  down  nor  turn’d 
a  fide,  every  Man  hath  his  freepaflage; 
the  LiHors  are  themfelves  fo  moded,that 
many  times  the  Emperor  with  the  Sword 
and  Mace  before  him  is  dop’d  himfelf: 
Tie  is  fo  moderate  in  his  Office,  that  one 
would  think  fome  Antient  Conful  under  a 
good  Emperor  were  pading  by.  He  goes 
often  to  the  Forum ,  [the  Courts  qf 
Judice]  and  frequently  upon  occafion  At¬ 
tends  the  Election  of  pubJick  Officers.  In 

his 
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his  own  proper  Perfon  he  fits  in  Court, 
and  takes  as  much  Pleafure  therein  confer¬ 
ring  with  thofe  who  (land  next  in  fuccefli- 
on  to  the  Officers  he  did  when  he  us’d  their 
Names  in  their  Ele&ion.  The  Candi¬ 
dates  flood  before  the  Prince  his  Tribu¬ 
nal,  as  he  himfelf  did  before  the  Confuls, 
and  were  there  fworn  in  the  felf-fame 
Terms  as  the  Emperor  had  fworn  before 
in.  For  of  fo  great  confequence  doth  he 
hold  the  Oath,  that  he  exacts  itofallfuc- 
ceeding  Magiftrates.  Other  parts  of  the 
Day  he  pafies  upon  the  Bench,  when  with 
the  niceft  Equity  and  mod:  religious  ob- 
fervance  of  the  Laws,  he  does  Juftice.  If 
in  pleading  the  Councel  call  him  Emperor, 
or  fay  your  Majefty;  He  replies,  M  Sir,Vm 
only  Conful :  no  other  Magifirates  Autho¬ 
rity  or  JurifdiHion  is  in  the  leaf! wife  lef- 
fen’d  by  his  Prefence  there,  but  augment¬ 
ed  rather.  If  he  refer’d  any  Caules  back 
to  the  Pretors,  he  us’d  to  call  them  bis  Col- 
leguesy  not  becaufe  ’ewas  a  taking  and  a 
popular  exprefilon,  but  becaufe  be  really  fo  ac¬ 
counted  them :  he  had  fo  much  reverence  fur 
the  Pretor’s  Dignity,  that  he  thought  him 
worthy  to  be  the  Prince’s  Co'.legue.  Add  to 
thishis  conftant  Attendance  in  the  Courts 
till  his  fainting  Spirits  need  reft  eflimenr. 
Which  of  us  takes  fo  much  care  and 
pains  ?  Who  that  hath  obtain’d  the  Office, 
K  ,  h- 
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labours  fo  much  in  it,  or  is  fo  capable? 
’Tis  truly  fit  that  he  who  makes  the  Con- 
fills,  fhould  underffiand  the  Office  as  well, 
nay  better  than  they  do.  It  would  be  alfo 
unworthy  the  Emperor's  For  tune  Jo  be  able  on¬ 
ly  to  confer  Honours^and  not  be  capable  himfelf 
to  wear  them.  W hen  he  is  to  make  a  Con- 
ful,  he  ought  to  teach  him .  And  he  who  is 
to  receive  this  high  Office, ought  to  be  per- 
fwaded  that  he  that  gives  it  under  (lands  it. 
They  ought  alfo  to  know  what  ’tis  they 
are  advanc’d  to ;  for  this  Reafon  the  Se¬ 
nate  both  requefted  and  commanded  you 
to  accept  the  Confulfhip  a  fourth  time. 
Thefe  Words  by  your  obeying  them  feem’d 
rather  a  Cornmand3  than  Terms  of  Flattery  : 
For  that  in  any  other  thing  the  Senate  can’t 
pretend  to  compel  you,  nor  can  you  in  any 
thing  obey  them  fo  acceptably  as  in  this. 
For  as  all  Mens  Lives,  and  Princes  too,  are 
of  but  fhort  continuance,  every  good  Man 
therefore  ought  to  Jlrivey  that  he  may  ferve 
the  Commonwealth  even  when  he  is  in  his 
Grave  by  leaving  Monuments  behind  him 
<of  his  jf  tfice  and  his  Moderation ,  which  he 
can  Fcif  eifaniilh  by  being  Conful.  ’Twas 
in  this  profpeT  that  you  procur’d  and  re- 
flor’d  our  Liberties.  What  Honour  fhould 
yc  u  love  then  more,  or  what  Title  oft- 
oer  be  diftinguifh’d  by  than  this,  wherein 
you  firfi  reftor’d.  the  Liberties  of  the  Ro- 
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mm  People  ?  The  Tide  of  Prince  deno¬ 
minates  a  Civil  Magiftrate  as  much  as  that 
of  Conful ;  and  there’s  a  Reafon  therefore 
for  your  Modefty  when  you  call  the  Con- 
fuls  your  Collegues.  I  ufe  the  Term,  be- 
caufe  you  do  by  your  own  Example. 
They  were  uneafy  to  think  they  were  to 
be  made  the  third  time  Confuls,  till  they 
faw  you  accept  it  again.  Nothing  cm  he 
too  little  for  private  Men  which  the  Prince 
thinks  fufficient .  Be  pleas’d  then.  Sir,  to 
grant  us  our  Requeft  5  and  as  you  are  the 
Favorite  of  Heaven,  and  can  obtain  there 
whatfoe’er  you  ask,  deal  but  with  us  as 
you  are  dealt  with  there.  Perhaps  you 
think  that  ’tis  enough  for  you  to  have 
been  three  times  Conful,  but  for  us  we 
are  not  fatisfied  fo.  What  you  have  done 
already  for  us  in  that  capacity,  makes  us 
defire  and  wifh  you  may  enjoy  the  Office 
over  and  over.  We  fhould  not  be  fo  zea¬ 
lous,  were  we  not  well  afTur’d  you  would 
difcharge  it  well.  It  had  been  more  tole¬ 
rable  to  have  conceal’d  your  Ability  from 
us,  than  to  deny  us  the  benefit  of  it  now 
’tis  known.  Shall  we  never  hope  to  fee 
you  Conful  again  ?  Will  you  hear  the  re¬ 
peated  Defires  and  Expoftulationsof  the 
Senate,and  not  regard  them  ?  Will  you  no 
more  afford  us  this  mutual  Joy  and  Satif- 
fa&ion?  Shall  you  whoare  theAuthorand 
K  4  the 
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thecaufe  of  all  our  Comfort,  thus  w;th? 
draw  your  felf,  and  try,  as  you  were 
Wont  to, do,  to  r^ftrain  our  Affe&ions  to¬ 
wards  you,  but  without  effect  ?  ’  Pis  how¬ 
ever  a  happy  Con fli£t  between  the  Affefti? 
pn  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Prince  his  Mpde- 
fty,  let  which  will  get  the  betrer.  ’T will, 

I  prefume,  be  matter  of  uncommon  Joy, 
pot  lefs  than  what  we  have  had  already- 
Who  can  be  fo  ftupid  as  not  to  expert  that 
he  who  hath  oftnpfl:  enjoy’d  t|ie  Office, 
will  execute  it  beft  ?  Other  Princes  when 
they  went  qut  of  the  Conful(hip,gave  them- 
felves  up  to  flotb,  or  to  their  Pleafures,  at 
leaftwife  they  gave  over  Bufinefs.  But 
the  Ernperor  Ttajaa  when  he  lays  by  the 
ponfuls  Office,  he  refumes  the  Province 
of  fhe  Prince,  he  diftinguifbes  fo  nicely 
$n  the  matter ;  the  Confuls  Office  no  way 
extenuates  his  Imperial  Dignity,  nor  yet 
afpires  beyond  its  due  bounds,  tho  the  Em¬ 
peror  enjoys  it.  It  is  remarkable  how  rea¬ 
dy  he  is  to  receive  all  manner  of  Petitions 
from  the  Provinces  and  Cities.  They  find 
fio  fort  of  difficulty  in  being  admitted,  nor 
po  delays  in  their  Difpatches.  They  are 
heal'd  as  they  come,and  have  their  Anfwer. 
JJor  is  the  Emperors  Apartment  Bill  fhut 
Upland  as  it  were  befieg’d  by  multitudes  pf 
fcnyoys,  Agents?  Deputies  attending- 

What 
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What  a#  intermixture  ofMjildnefs  is  there 
in  your  Severity. ,  and  with  how  great  Reafosi 
and  7 udgment  do  you  adapt  your  Clemency  in 
all  Cafes  ?  Tour  carets  not  to  enrich  the  Trea- 
fureby  Fines  and  Forfeitures,  but  to  do  ex- 
aff  and  equal  'Juftice-  The  Parties  (land 
before  you,  contending  not  fo  much  to  obtain 
their  Caufe,as  to  go  off  approv'd  and  favour  'd 
by  you  ;  nor  are  they  fo  folic  it  ous  horv  their 
bufinefs goes)  as  what  opinion  you  conceive  of 
them.  Is  not  this  a  Quality  worthy  both  of 
a  Prince  and  of  a  Conful ,  to  reconcile  People 
that  were  at  odds  ?  to  quiet  Mens  minds  not 
fo  much  by  your  Authority,  as  their  Governour «, 
ns  by  Perfwafion ,  and  by  convincing  of  their 
Reafon  ?  to  flft  out  what  hath  been  ill  ad¬ 
judg'd  before ,  and  vacate  what  fhould  not 
have  been  decreed  ;  and  lajlly,  with  the  great efi 
quicknefs  and  vivacity  to  perceive  and  to  de¬ 
termine  every  thing ,  and  calling  to  your  felf 
the  Parties .  to  advife  and  to  affijl  them  like 
the  Gods  themf elves  ?  I  can’t  imagine,  but 
that  the  Creator  of  the  World  when  he  vouch - 
fafes  to  caft  his  Eyes  below,  and  to  confider  the 
Affairs  of  mortal  Men ,  he  decrees  and  go¬ 
verns  in  like  fart  ;  that  having  declar'd  you 
his  Vicegerent  upon  Earth ,  he  rules  the  Hea¬ 
vens  as  his  own  peculiar  Province ,  leaving 
the  lower  World  to  you  ;  and  you  are  capable 
tQ.  do  it,  fince  not  a  Day  of  your  life  pajfes  but 
for  the  Common  good  and  bene  ft  of  the  Vni- 
tyeyfe.  And 
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And  if  at  any  time  you  are  overbur¬ 
den’d  with  Affairs,  your  way  of  recreating 
your  felf  is  but  to  exchange  one  bufinefs 
for  another.  For  what  leifure  have  you, 
but  you  are  out  abroad,  beating  through 
the  Woods,  encountering  wild  Beafts, 
running  over  the  Rocks  and  Mountains 
without  the  leaft  AfTiftance  given  you 
by  any  bodies  hand,  or  leaping  firft 
before  you  ?  and  even  here  you  vifit 
Shrines  and  Places  of  Devotion.  Thus 
heretofore  the  Roman  Youth  were  wont 
to  learn  Experience  with  their  Pleafure : 
They  who  afpir’d  to  become  one  day  Ge¬ 
nerals,  learn’d  here  their  Art,  to  outrun 
the  fwiteft  Beafts,  to  overcome  the  ffron- 
geft,  and  to  take  the  craftiell.  Nor  was 
it  meanly  thought  of  in  times  of  Peace, 
to  flop  the  Incurfions  of  falvage  Creatures, 
and  to  free  the  Peafants  from  the  Fear  and 
Danger  of  them.  Thofe  Princes  who 
were  themfelves  no  Huntfmen,  were  how¬ 
ever  ambitious  of  the  Honour  of  it ;  and 
lov’d  to  fee  them  tam’d,  and  broke,  and 
fhut  up  in  their  Dens,  and  then  for  their 
Diverfion  let  them  out  again,  purfue  and 
kill  them  with  their  own  Hands  in  their 
Parks  and  Paddocks,  astho’twere  out  at 
large.  But  you  take  the  fame  pains,  and 
’tis  alike  to  you  to  find  them  as  to  take 


them. 


And 
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And  if.  your  Majefly  be  at  any  time 
pleas’d  to  put  out  to  Sea,  you  don’t  fit 
ftill  in  your  Cabbin,  or  upon  the  Quarter¬ 
deck  looking  upon  the  Sails,  but  you  are 
fometimes  at  the  Helm,  iometimes  you 
take  up  an  Oar,  and  ftriving  with  the 
ftouteft  Seamen,  you  get  the  better  both  of 
Wind  and  Tide.  How  unlike  this  was 
one  of  your  PredecefTors,  [  Domitian  ] 
who  could  not  bear  the  Stillnefs  of  the 
Lake  of  Alba,  nor  the  quiet  Sea  that  flows 
up  to  Baita?  The  very  Noife  of  Rowing, 
or  the  leaft  uneven  Motion  of  the  Ship, 
put  him  into  Fears  and  Sweats :  So  that 
the  poor  Man  fhut  up  in  the  Hold  from 
Noife  and  Motion,  was  brought  into  Port 
with  the  Sails  furl’d,  and  look’d  as  hum¬ 
ble  till  he  came  on  (hoar,  as  a  Calf  before 
the  Batcher  with  his  Legs  tied.  ’Twas  a 
fliameful  thing  for  a  Roman  Emperor  thus 
to  be  conduced  at  the  Will  of  Mafters 
and  of  Pilots,  without  knowing  any  thing 
himfelf  of  the  matter.  Nor  hath  this 
Want  of  Courage  and  of  ConduQ  been 
(hewn  only  upon  the  Sea,  but  upon  fome 
Rivers.  The  Rhine  and  Danube  have 
known  fomewhat  like  it,  and  as  fhame- 
ful ;  where  the  Enemy  from  the  oppofite 
Shoar  hath  flood  and  view’d  the  Ro¬ 
man  Enfigns,  Eagles,  and  our  Camp; 
and  have  been  us’d  either  in  Wintertime 

to 
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to  pafs  the  Ice,  or  in  the  Summer  to  fur« 

prize  us  from  their  Boats. 

This  Commendation  of  your  Strength 
of  Body  would  be  of  fmall  importance, 
were  it  not  that  your  Mind  remains  fuperi - 
or  to  command  it :  Since  neither  does  your 
Fortune,  nor  the  mighty  Affluence  of  Wealth 
about  you ,  { often  or  f educe  you  off  to  Sloth 
or  Luxury .  We  have  reafon  therefore  to 
admire  your  ftrongand  healthy  Conftitu- 
tion,  after  fo  much  Pains  and  Labour  un¬ 
dergone  both  by  Sea  and  Land.  I  have  ob- 
ferv’d  myfterious  Antiquity  to  feign  the 
Gods  and  GoddefTes  with  all  their  Progeny 
to  have  took  delight  in  fuch  forts  of  Exer- 
cifes,  as  much  as  in  connubial  Joys  or 
amorous  Embraces  with  higheft  Deities. 

But  if  thefe  things  be  only  your  Diver- 
fions,  what  are  your  ferious  Recreations  ? 
Thofe  I  take  to  be  your  Arts  of  knowing 
Men,and  taking  Obfervations  of  their  Gra¬ 
vity,’  Integrity  and  Temperance.  There 
are  none  fo  difTolute,  but  in  their  Employs 
and  Places  they  will  (hew  fome  fort  of 
Conftancy .  Men  are  ruin  d  when  they  have 
nothing  to  do.  Princes  generally  convert 
their  Hours  of  Leifure  intoGaming,  Lux¬ 
ury,  and  other  Debaucheries ;  fpending 
the  time  allotted  to  Diverfion  in  Contri¬ 
vances  of  Vice  and  Folly.  Men  in  high 
Stations  generally  are  attended  with  this 
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Misfortune,  That  they  can  do  nothing  in 
private  :  And  for  Princesftis  not  only  their 
Palaces ,  bat  their  Clofets  and  their  privatefi 
Retirements  are  divulg’d ;  and  if  my  thing 
there  be  injurious  to  their  Fame ,  *tis  publish'd. 

But  nothing,  Sir,  can  conduce  fb  much 
to  the  Advancement  of  your  Character, 
as  that  all  your  Actions  fhould  be  known. 
They  are  glorious  things  which  we  behold 
of  you  in  publick,  nor  can  we  think  your 
private  Condufl  to  be  lels.  ’Tis great  that 
you  refrain  and  keep  your  felf  untainted 
from  all  manner  of  Vice  ;  but  much  more , 
that  you  have  alfo  kept  your  Houfhold  free . 
For  as  ytis  matter  of  greater  Difficulty  to 
keep  others  honefi  than  ones  felf,  fo  is  it  the 
more  commendable ,  that  you  who  are  the  Befi 
of  Men ,  fhould  make  others  like  your  felf. 

It  hath  been  the  Misfortune  of  many 
famous  Men,  either  to  marry  unadvifedly, 
or  to  keep  their  W  ives  too  lotfg  when  they 
had  loft  their  Reputation  ;  fo  that  their 
Infamy  at  home  deftroy’d  their  Chara&er 
abroad.  They  might  have  been  great 
Men  in  their  Generations,  had  they  not 
been  Hen-pecVd  by  their  Wives.  But  your 
Confort,  SHE  IS  A  GLORT  TO 
TOV  R  HEAD.  Nothing  was  ever  yet 
wore  pious,  nor  more  primitive.  Were  the 
moft  Reverend  High-prieft  or  Bifhop  to  be 
married,  he  either  would  make  choice  of 
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her,  or  one  that’s  like  her,  could  (he  hi 
found  in  Nature .  Her  Modefty  claims 

nothing  from  her  Quality,  but  the  Joy  of 
feeing  you  advanc’d ;  and  (lie  behaves  her 
felf  with  a  conftanr  Reverence  to  your 
Perfon  more  than  to  your  Power.  You 
are  both  the  fame  you  were  at  firft,  fenfi- 
ble  of  no  Alteration,  only  that  you  have 
Experience  both  of  you  how  well  you 
can  fupport  Profperity.  How  modeft  is 
fhe  in  her  Drefs  and  her  Retinue  ?  How 
courteous  in  her  Carriage  ?  This  was  her 
Husband’s  Work,  who  thus  inftru&ed  her 
and  taught  her.  For'tis  fufficient  Glory  to 
a  Wife ,  to  learn  to  obey  her  Husband .  W  hen 
fhe  fees  your  Majefty  go  abroad  not  ac¬ 
companied  with  the  Terror  of  infulting 
Guards,  won’t  fhe  learn  alfo  to  go  out 
as  privately,  and  to  imitate^  her  Huf- 
band’s  going  on  foot,  fo  far  as ’tis  allowa¬ 
ble  to  her  Sex?  T  would  be  but  decent  for 
tier  to  do  thus,  tho  you  did  otherwife. 
From  this  fo  fmgular  a  Moderation  in  your 
Majefty,  with  how  great  Modefty  ought 
fhe  to  carry  it  to  her  Lord  and  Husband, 
even  for  her  own  f  the  f 

Then  for  your  Sifter ,  how  fenfible  is 
Iheof  her  Relation  to  you?  So  far  indeed, 
that  the  fame  Simplicity,  Truthand  Can¬ 
dour  poffeffes  both  of  you.  Should  any 
Man  compare  her  to  the  Emprefs,  one 

might 
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might  be  apt  to  raife  a  Queftion,  Whether 
it  he  more  requifite  to  a  happy  Life9  to  be  mH 
educated ,  or  fortunately  born  ?  Nothing 
ufes  to  raife  Contention ,  efpecially  among  the 
Women ,  like  Emulation .  This  chiefly  ari - 
/tfj  where  they  live  together ,  or  otherwife  an 
Equality  of  Condition  ftirs  up  Envy , 
from  thence  grows  Hatred,  This  makes 
the  matter  more  admirable,  that  two  La¬ 
dies  in  the  fame  Houfe  of  equal  Quality 
and  Fortune,  yet  fhould  have  not  the  leaft 
Variance  nor  Contention.  They  Jove  and 
pay  a  mutual  refpeft  to  each  other;  and 
as  they  either  of  them  bear  the  tendered 
Affe&ion,  Sir,  to  you,  fo  ’tis  equal  to 
them  which  of  them  you  love  bed.  They 
are  fo  much  the  fame  in  their  Defign  and 
Courfe  of  Living,  that  one  can  hardly 
think  them  two  diftinQ:  Perfons.  Their 
only  Study  is  to  imitate  and  follow  you* 
Wherefore  their  Cuftoms  are  alike,becaufe 
they  are  the  fame  with  yours.  Hence 
fprings  the  Moderation  of  their  Affe&ions, 
and  their  perpetual  Ealinefs  of  Mind: 
Nor  need  they  ever  fear  the  Danger  of  fal¬ 
ling  back  to  a  private  Character ,  becaufe  they 
never  liv'd  above  it.  The  Senate  offer’d 
them  the  Title  of  AVGV  ST but 
they  both  flood  out  againft  it,  as  you  op¬ 
pos’d  the  Stile  of  Pater  Patria,  and  fet  as 
great  a  Value  upon  being  the  jgmperor’s 

Wife 
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Wife  and  Sifter,  as  if  they  had  been  call’d 
AugufLe*  But  whatever  Reaforis  fway’d 
with  their  Modefty,  they  appear  to  us  fo 
tnuch  the  more  worthy  of  the  Tide,  be- 

caufe  they  have  declin'd  it.  What  b&ri  be 
more  tv  Or  thy  in  the  Sex,  than  to  place  their 
Honour  not  in  empty  Titles ,  but  in  the  Ef* 
teens  and  good  Opinion  of  the  World,'-,  And  to 
make  it  evident  t'hey  deferve  the  htghejl  Ap¬ 
pellations,  tho  they  rsfuf e  therrt  ? 

The  prefent  Age  was  alfo  deftitutfc  Or 
what  Antiquity  efteem’d  the  highefl 
Bleffing,  and  that  is  FRIENDSHIP. 
The  World ,  inftead  of  it ,  hath  been  impos'd 
upon  by  Flattery ,  Deceit ,  and  Love  diffem - 
bled,  tvor/e  than  Hatred.  At  Court  t h 
was  an  airy  Fantom  fometimes  mention  eJ p 
call’d  by  the  Name  of  Friendfhip  :  But 
what  Friendship  could  there  he,  when  all  the 
Privity  between  the  Prince  and  Subjeff,  teas 
but  Slave  and  Tyrant?  But  you  have  once 
more  brought  in  place  this  exil  d  wander® 
ing  Jewel.  Youareblefs’d  with  Friends, 
becaufe  you  know  how  to  carry  it  like  a 
Friend.  Tis  moft  apparent  to  your  Sate 
jeds that  you  rule  by  Love:  nor  is  there 
any  Affeblion  fo  upright,  fo  free,  fo  unapt 
to  tyrannize,  or  that  fo  much  exalts  Re- 
turns  of  KJndnefs.  Itmay  fo  happen  to  § 
Prince,  to  become  hated  eveti  by  thofe  fo# 
whom  he  hath  no  Diskindnefs  $  but  fit 
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Mver  be  belov^h  but  where  he  loves .  You 
retain  the  fame  Kiridriefs  for  your  Friends 
you  had  before,  than  which  nothing 
can  be  more  honourable.  For  tho  you  are 
grown  above  them,  yet  you  are  pleafed  to 
do  all  manlier  of  friendly  Offices,  your 
Dignity  as  Emperor  no  way  liindririg : 
nay,you  then  a&  tiioftly  as  a  Prince,  Wheri 
in  that  Quality  you  beftow  your  Favours; 
Befides ,  as  the  Station  of  a  Prince  requires 
Services ,  fo  of  neceffity  ought  it  to  be  the 
Prince's  Care  to  make  himfelf  Friends s 
May  you  ever  follow  this  Courfe,  and 
conftantly  retain  this  among  all  your  other 
VertueS,  nor  ever  be  perfuaded  that  you  att 
beneath  your  fe  If,  unlefs  you  hate.  *Tis  the 
irioft  defirable  thing  irt  the  World  to  be  be¬ 
loved,  and  fo  it  is  to  love  j  and  this  you  dd 
fo  remarkably  in  both  refpe£b,  that  the 
more  you  love,  the  more  you  are  belov’d. 
4Tis  eafier  and  more  natural  to  expe£fc 
that  one  Man  fliould  be  kind  than  many. 
Then  you  have  fuch  a  Faculty  of  obliging* 
that  Men  muft  be  ungrateful  riot  to  love 
you. 

’Tis  a  Comfort  to  us  to  underftand 
how  lineafy  it  is  to  you  to  deny  your 
Friends  in  any  thing:  That  you difrmls’d 
a  very  worthy  Citizen,  and  a  Perfuri  dear 
to  you*  troubled  and  againlt  >  our  Will* 
that  yoU  could  not  keep  him.  It  was  ap^ 
L  parent 
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parent  how  much  you  laid  it  to  heart* 
fince  you  yielded  to  his  Departure  contra¬ 
ry  to  your  Inclinations.  A  thing  unheard 
of,  that  when  the  Emperor  and  his  Friend 
were  of  two  Opinions  with  relation  to 
that  Friend,  the  latter  carried  it. 

It  is  moreover  a  thing  worthy  to  be 
tranfmitted  to  all  Pofterity ,  that  you  crea¬ 
ted  a  Prefetl  of  the  Praetorian  Guards,  not 
among  thofe  that  fought  it,  but  declin’d 
it  ;  and  that  becaufe  he  coveted  Retire¬ 
ment,  you  allow’d  it:  That  tho  you  are 
overborn  with  publick  Cares  your  (elf, 
yet  you  envy  no  Man  who  withdraws. 

We  underftand,  Sir,  how  much  we  ow 
vou  for  the  Difcharge  of  that  laborious 
Station  you  are  in,  when  other  Men  peti¬ 
tion  and  obtain  leave  from  you  to  with¬ 
draw  themfelves,  as  the  greateft  Blefling 
of  this  Life.  What  a  Confufion  were 
you  in,  when  you  accompanied  your 
Friend,  and  brought  him  forward  on  his 
Journey  ?  For  you  went  with  him  and 
could  not  refrain ;  but  as  you  took  your 
leave  you  embrac’d  and  kifs’d  him.  You 
Rood  upon  the  Shoar,  and  with  the  ten- 
dereft  Concern  you  bid  adieu,  wifhing 
him  with  Tears  a  happy  Voyage,  and  a 
fafe  and  quick  Return. 

Your  Liberality  I  {hall  not  enlarge  on, 
nor  can  any  Man  exprefs  the  Bounty  and 

Gene- 
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feenerofity  you  (he  w’d  him ;  by  which  as  he 
became  too  Great,  he  grew  fufpitious  to  the 
State.  1  no  way  doubt  but  dbat  his  Mind 
was  to  have  return’d,  antLhad  done  fo,  but 
that  he  found  it  better  to  wifh  your  Majefty*s 
Profperity  at  a  di (lance ,  than  to  enjoy  the 
Happinefs  of  remaining  near  you  to  your 
Prejud/ce .  And  for  that  other  Perfon 
whom  you  had  madePrefefi:  of  the  Prae¬ 
torian  Guards,  he  had  the  Honour  to  be 
approv’d  by  you,  but  yet  greater  Com¬ 
mendation  accrued  to  him  by  his  refuting 
it.  You  at  the  lame  time  gave  proof  of 
your  Coqdefcenfion,  that  you  would  de¬ 
tain  no  Man  in  your  Service  againft  his 
Will.  Thiswaskind,  and  like  a  common 
Parent,  to  compel  no  Man^  and  to  remember 
always  that  no  Office  can  be  fo  dear  to  any  as 
their  Freedom ,  when  they  defire  it.  ’Pis 
your  peculiar  Honour,  Sir,  to  give  licence 
to  your  Officers  at  their  own  Requeft ; 
and  tho  it  be  contrary  to  your  Inclinations 
to  permit  them  to  withdraw  when  they 
petition  :  ,  That  tho  your  Friends  defire  to 
be  difmifs’d,  yet  you  are  not  deferted  ;  for 
you  can  at  any  time  recal  as  well  as  luffer 
jVlen  to  retire.  - 

r;  if(nd  you,  my  Lords,  for  whom  the' 
Emperor  hath  exprefs’d  fb  great  regard^ 
ic  is  yQ'ur  Duty  to  acquiefce  in  his  Opinion 
hkit?  arid  to  he  zealous  in  it.  For  when 
£  £  the 
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the  Prince  hath  given  teflimony  that  he  knows 
how  to  be  aFriend  where1  tis  deferv*dftis  fure- 
ly  no  fault  in  him  if  he  loves  feme  Men  left 
than  others.  Who  is  it  that  can  love  him  in¬ 
differently  when  he  himfelf  fubmits  to, 
and  preferibes  not  the  Rules  and  Laws 
of  Friendfhip  ?  One  Man  would  be  in  the 
Emperor’s  favour  by  being  near  his  Per- 
fon,  another  by  being  abfent :  they  have 
both  their  Willi.  No  Man  is  troublefome 
by  ftajingy  nor  forgotten  if  he  goes.  For 
every  Man  hath  that  juft  notice  taken  of 
him  which  he  deferves ;  tho  it  be  eafier  for 
the  Emperor  to  forget  a  Man’s  Face  who  is 
abfent,  than  to  cancel  him  and  his  Defer- 
vings  in  his  Affe&ions. 

Many  of  our  former  Princes,  tho  Lords 
over  all  their  Subjects,  were  yet  Slaves  to 
their  own  Servants,  whom  they  had  made 
their  Freed-men.  By  thefe  Mens  Coun- 
fels  and  Advices  they  were  govern’d : 
Thefe  were  the  Ears, and  thefe  the  Mouths, 
they  heard  and  fpoke  by  :  Thefe  were  the 
Perfons  by  whole  means  the  Offices  of  Prae¬ 
tors,  High  Priefts,  Confuls,  were  obtain’d. 
You,  Sir,  hold  your  Freed-men  in  high 
Efteem,  but  in  no  other  than  becomes 
their  Station ;  and  you  look  upon  it  as  fuf- 
ficient,  provided  they  are  upright  and  fru¬ 
gal  Men.  For  you  know  it  to  be  an  Argu¬ 
ment  but  of  a  weak  Princey  where  his  Ser¬ 
vants 
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wants  grow  too  Great.  And  in  the  firft 
place  you  make  ufe  of  none  but  fuch  as 
were  approv'd  and  lov’d  either  by  your 
felf,  your  Father  Nerva ,  or  fome  one  of 
the  beft  of  our  former  Emperors;  and 
thefe  you  (o  immediately  give  charge  to, 
that  they  form  their  Condu£b,  not  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  Mailer’s  Fortunes,  but  their 
own.  And  fo  much  the  rather  are  we  in¬ 
clin’d  to  pay  RefpefI  and  Honour  to  them, 
becaufethat  it  proceeds  from  Choice,  and 
not  Neceftity. 

Was  it  not  for  good  Reafons  that  the  Se¬ 
nate  and  People  of  Rome  confer’d  upon 
you  the  Title  and  Sirnameof  Optimus  [the 
Beft  of  Emperors?]  This  is  an  Appellation 
eafily  obtain’d  by  any  Prince,  tho  but  of 
late  Invention.  ’Tis  well  known  that  no 
body  deferv’d  it  till  your  felf :  For  it  any 
body  had,  it  would  foon  have  been  thought 
oa.  Should  we  entitle  you  our  mod  Hap¬ 
py  Emperor,  that  were  rather  due  to  your 
Fortunes,  than  your  Difpofiiion  or  Car¬ 
riage  towards  us.  If  we  thou  Id  call  you 
Maximus,  that  would  look  invidious  rather 
than  honourable.  ’Twas  one  of  the  Beft 
of  Princes  who  adopted  you  for  hisSuc- 
ceflfor;  wherefore  the  Senate  could  do  no 
lefsthan  give  you  the  Title  of  Optimus. 
It  is  fo  much  your  Right  both  by  your 
Merit  and  by  Birth,  that  when  we  name 
L  j  or 
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or  mention  you,  we  may  as  well  call  you 
Opfimus  as  Trajan  :  As  heretofore  the  Fami¬ 
lies  of  the  Piiones  'were  dift ingulfs? d  for 
their  Frugality,  the  Laelii  for  their  Wifdom, 
and  the  Meielli  for  their  Piety  ;  all  which 
Dillinftions  are  contain’d  in  this  one 
Word,  For  no  body  can  be  the  Bejl ,  but  who 
excels  all  others  for  what foever  Faculty  or 
Quality  they  are  commended .  ’Twas  ne- 
ceflary  therefore,  that  after  all  other  Ti¬ 
tles  this  fhotdd  be  annex'd,  as  being  the 
greater:  For  tis  not  fo  much  to  be  Empe¬ 
ror,  Cafar ,  and  Auguftus,  as  to  exceed  in 
Vertue  all  the  Emperors ,  Caefars,  and  Au- 
gufti  that  ever  were  before  you.  For  this 
reafon  Jupiter,  whom  we  efteem  the  Fa¬ 
ther  of  Gods  and  Men,  is  ador’d  firft  by 
the  Stile  of  Optimus  [the  Beft]  and  next 
by  th&tof  Maximus  [theGreatefT)  Where - 
fore  your  Glory  is  the  greater,  fwce  'tis  evi¬ 
dent  that  both  thefe  Appellations  are  your  due . 
Thus  have  you  obtain’d  a  Name,  that 
can’t  hereafter  be  transfer’d  ;  Good  Prin¬ 
ces  won't  be  able  to  reach  it ,  and' twill  be  a  JeJk 
for  bad  ones  to  pretend  to  it.  Andthoall 
your  SuccefTors  ihould  ufurpit,  yet  will  it 
be  ever  known  to  be  peculiar  to  you  only. 
For  as  the  Name  of  Augujlus  minds  us  of 
ifhe  Perfon  to  whom  it  was  firft  attributed* 
fo  this  of  Qptimm  ever  will  remind  Pofte- 
firy  of  you  :  For  fo  often  as  future  Ages 
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(ball  have  occafion  to  apply  the  Term  to 
any,  they  will  remember  who  it  was  that 
acquired  it. 

And  now  to  thee,  O  Nerva ,  I  appeal: 

How  highly  art  thou  here  tranfported, 
when  from  above  thou  feeft  and  heareft 
that  He’s  the  Beft  of  Men,  whom  upon 
Earth  as  fuch  thou  didft  adopt  ?  How 
pleas’d  art  thou  to  be  compar’d  with  him 
thy  Son,  and  by  him  to  be  exceeded?  For 
nothing  furely  in  thy  exalted  Station  can 
be  moreacceptable,  than  that  thy  beloved 
Trajan  has  deferved  the  Chara&er  of  Op¬ 
tima  [the  Beft  of  Men]  And  for  your 
felf,  Great  Sir,  (if  you  are  not  tranflated 
and  plac’d  amongft  the  your  Sta-  Stars 

tion  will  not  be  much  inferior)  what 
Pleafure  do  you  take  in  obferving  here  a 
defervingColonel,  there  a  gallant  Soldier, 
as  tho  you  did  difcern  both  by  their  Air 
and  Countenances  that  they  would  one 
day  rife  to  be  Emperors  and  Princes? 

With  how  much  Kindnefs  do  you  emulate 
your  Father  Nerva  in  this  point,  whether 
it  be  better  to  have  begot,  or  to  have  cho- 
fen  fuch  a  Succeflbr  as  your  felf?  Hail !  to 
you  both  for  having  done  fo  worthily, 
and  brought  fo  vaft  a  Bleding  to  the  Com¬ 
monwealth.  For  tho  Trajan  s  Vertue  pro¬ 
cur’d  a  Triumph  to  himfelf,  and  deified  his 
Father  Nerva ,  yet  is  the  Honour  full  as 
L  4  g'eat 
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great  to  be  confer’d  by  fuch  a  Son,  as  if  he 

had  himfelf  deferv-d  it. 

I  know,  my  Lords,  that  every  Citi¬ 
zen,  and  the  Confuls  chiefly,  ought  to  be 
fo  affe&ed,  as  to  think  themfelv^s  publicly? 
lv  rather  than  privately  obliged.  For  as 
V is  fairer  and  more  rational  to  abominate  a 
wicked  Prince,  for  the  pub  lick  Wrongs  he  hath 
done ,  rather  than  for  private  Injuries  ;  fo  is 
it  more  fpecions  for  Men  to  love  it  good  Prince 
becaufe  he  hath  obliged  Mankind  in  general , 
rather  than  particular  or  private  Perfons . 
But  as  ’tis  cuftomary  upon  thefe  occafions 
for  the  Confuls  in  their  own  behalf  to 
make  Acknowledgment  how  far  they  are 
tbemfelves  obliged  to  the  Imperial  Maje- 
ft) ,  give  me!rthen  leave,  my  Lords,  to 
perform  this  Duty  not  only  for  my  felf,  bqt 
for  Cornutus  Tertullmy  my  Fellow- ConfuL 
For  why  fhould  not  I  give  Thanks  for 
him,  on  whole  account  I  am  no  lefs  obliged 
than  on  my  own?  efpecially  fince  our 
inoft  Gracious  Sovereign  hath  been  pleas’d 
to  confer  that  on  both  of  us,  which  had  he 
done  but  fingly  to  either,  he  had  oblig’d 
us  both.  When  Domitian,  that  mercilefs 
j&avager  and  Hangman,  deftroy’d  and 
murder’d  our  common  Friends,  then  we 
took  Comfort  both  of  us  iq  the  fame  fur- 
yiving  Friends,  as  we  had  the  fameOb- 
je£t§  to  lament  in  thofe  he  murder’d :  And 
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we  now  fhare  equally  our  Joys  and 
Hopes,  fo  did  we  then  our  Griefs  aqd 
Fears.  Our  late  moft  Excellent  Emperor 
Nerva  had  fo  much  Confideration  for  our 
paft  Sufferings,  that  he  was  pleas’d,  fo 
loon  as  Opportunity  offered,  to  diftinguifli 
and  advance  us  as  Men  of  Worth  in  his 
Opinion,  that  it  rpight  be  the  Sign  and 
Token  that  the  Times  were  altered,  when 
fuch  Men  flourifhed  whofe  chief  and  only 
Wifh  before  was,  that  they  might  not  be 
fo  much  as  known  to  the  Emperor.  We 
had  not  been  full  two  Years  in  another 
great  and  moft  laborious  Office,  when  you* 
Sir,  the  braveft  and  the  beft  of  Princes,  ad¬ 
vanc’d  us  to  the  Confulfhip;  that  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  beipg  foon  prefer’d  might  attend 
us  in  this  great  Station.  This  Difference 
there  is  between  you  and  other  Princes  ;  that 
they  valued  them  [elves  upon  their  Favours  by 
the  Difficulty  they  made  to  grant  them  ;  and 
thought  tho/e  Honours  would  be  more  accepta¬ 
ble  where  Men  had  waited  to  Defpair ,  and 
where  Delays  that  look'd  like  abfolute  Refu¬ 
sals  made  them  a/hamrd  and  pointed  at.  We 
are  even  afham’d  to  think  how  highly  you 
have  honoured  us  by  comparing  of  us  to 
our  antient  Confuls,  for  our  Love  to  Juf- 
tice  and  to  our  Country.  Whether  we  de¬ 
lete  fo  much  or  no  we  dare  not  be  fo  bold 
as  to  determine ;  for  as  we  are  not  to  dero¬ 
gates 
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gate  from  what  y ourMa  jefty  hath  affirmed  j 
fo  would  it  be  uneafy  to  us  to  profefs  the 
Truth,  efpecially  of  thole  high  and.  ho¬ 
nourable  things  you  have  laid  of  us.  You 
are  however  worthy,  Sir,  to  make  fuch 
Men  Confute*  whole  Charafters  deferve 
as  much.  Give  us  leave,  Sir,  to  acquaint 
you,  that  of  all  your  Bounties  it  was  the 
moft  grateful  Parr,  that  you  were  pleas’d 
once  more  to  make  us  Coliegues  in  the  Of¬ 
fice.  The  mutual  Friendfhip  between  us, 
our  way  of  living  alike,  and  our  Defign 
and  Drift  the  fame,  required  it.  For  we 
are  fo  abfolutely  the  fame  in  our  Minds 
and  Tempers,  that  our  Identity  in  this 
point  will  leffen  the  Reputation  of  our 
good  Agreement ;  and  it  will  be  as  much 
to  be  wonder’d  at  if  one  of  us  fhould  dif¬ 
fer  from  the  other,  as  if  he  Ihould  difagree 
and  differ  with  himfelf.  ’Twas  not  there¬ 
fore  a  hidden  Motion,  and  to  ferve  a  turn, 
that  we  were  made  Coliegues  in  the  Con- 
fulfhip,  for  another  to  a  flume  it  when  the 
occafion  had  been  over :  and  altho  thole 
who  are  nominated  again  to  the  Office  are 
obliged  twice,  tho  at  divers  times,  we  on 
the  other  hand  have  received  two  Conliil- 
flhips  together,  have  executed  them  toge¬ 
ther,  have  been  Confute  one  with  the  other 
now  again . 


How 
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How  noble  was  it,  that  when  we  were 
both  of  us  Lords  of  theTreafury,  before 
you  appointed  any  tofucceed  us  there,  you 
confer’d  upon  us  the  Confulfhip?  You 
augmented  one  Dignity  by  the  Addition 
of  another ;  thereby  not  only  continuing, 
but  multiplying  Honours  upon  us :  and 
thinking  it  too  little  to  be  laid  afide  when 
our  time  expired  in  one  Office,  you  thought 
fit  to  prevent  it  by  giving  us  another. 
Such  Confidence  you  had  in  our  Integrity , 
that  there  was  no  doubt  but  that  of  your  Roy¬ 
al  Care  and  Bounty  you  would  not  fuffer  usy 
after  the  Difcharge  of  fo  great  aTrufl ,  to 
become  private  Citizens  again.  It  was  the 
firft  Year  of  your  Acceffion  that  you  made 
us  Confuls;,  the  fame  Leaf  in  the  Records 
fhall  mention  your  Confulfhip  with  ours; 
our  Names  aho  fhall  be  added  in  the  Ro¬ 
wan  Annals  in  the  felf-fame  Year  as  yours : 
You  were  pleas’d  to  prefide  at  our  Elec¬ 
tion,  to  declare  us  chofen  with  the  ufual 
Acclamation;  we  were  made  Confuls  up¬ 
on  your  recommending  us,  and  by  your 
Intereft  we  were  as  luch  acknowledg’d. 
You  gave  your  Suffrage  for  us  in  Court, 
and  declar’d  the  Election  in  the  Field. 
How  honourable  is  it  to  us  that  were  thus 
made  Confuls  within  the  fame  Month  that 
you  were  born?  That  it  fell  to  us  to  pub- 
lifh  and  to  folemnize  a  Fefiival  upon  three 
l’  accounts: 
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accounts  :  Pirft,  that  within  this  Month 
the  word  of  Princes  died,  the  bed  fucceed- 
ed,  and  abetter  than  the  bed  of  them  was 
born.  The  Solemnity  of  our  Paflage 
through  the  City  in  our  Chariot  will  be 
the  more  Augud,  by  reafon  that  we  have 
the  Royal  Prefence  with  us.  We  (hall 
make  our  Entry  chearfully  amidd  the 
Prayers  and  good  Wifhes  of  the  People, 
who  on  all  Tides  will  furround  us  with 
Huzza’s  and  Shouts.  But  above  all,  me- 
thinks  you  are  for  this  to  be  commended, 
for  that  having  made  us  Confuls,  you  al¬ 
low  us  freely  to  perform  the  Duty  of  our 
Office.  Here’s  neither  Fear  nor  Danger 
from  the  Prince,  either  to  perplex  our 
Minds,  or  overaw  us  ;  no  threatning 
Speeches  to  be  curb’d  with,  nor  compul- 
five  Orders  to  be  comply ’d  with  in  pro¬ 
nouncing  Judgment.  The  Place  main¬ 
tains  its  Dignity,  nor  are  we  afraid  of  being 
affronted  or  a  (faulted  becaufe  we  are  in  Office. 
And  if  the  Dignity  of  our  Station  hap¬ 
pens  in  any  thing  to  be  diminiflied,  the 
Fault  mud  lie  on  our  fide,  and  not  upon 
the  Government.  For,  as  for  the  Empe¬ 
ror’s  part,  we  are  as  free  to  a£t  as  Con* 
fuls,  as  when  there  was  yet  no  Emperor. 
We  never  can  be  capable  to  exprels  our  Ac¬ 
knowledgments  to  you  hereafter  for  fb 
many  Favours  done  us,  but  by  reflecting 
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back  that  we  were  once  made  Confute, 
and  by  your  Anointment.  This  we  fliali 
conftantly  remember,  and  behave  our 
felves  according  to  our  Chara&er.  We 
(hall  fo  manage  Affairs  with  relation  to  the 
Publick,  as  tho  we  ftill  liv’d  under  the 
Commonwealth :  nor  (hall  we  think  our 
felves  difmifs’d,  and  to  have  no  further  In- 
tereftinthe  Confulfhip,  but  that  we  are 
bound,  fworn,  and  obliged  to  hold  it,  as 
a  Place  of  Care  and  Labour,  as  well  as  of 
Dignity  and  Honour. 

Laftly  then  ;  Here  asConful  I  implore 
the  Gods,  and  chiefly  thee  Q  Jupiter,  the 
Supreme  Governor  and  Preferver  of  the 
Roman  Empire,  That  thou  wouldft  be  fa¬ 
vourable  to  what  thou  haft  done  for  us ; 
and  that  to  the  reft  of  all  thy  Favours  thou 
wouldft  add  a  long  Continuance.  Thou 
haft  heard  the  Prayers  we  made  againft  a 
Tyrant ;  vouchfafe,  we  pray  thee,  now  to 
grant  us  the  Requefts  we  make  for  a  graci¬ 
ous  Sovereign.  We  do  not  importune 
thee  for  Peace,  for  Concord,  or  for  Safe¬ 
ty,  neither  do  we  pray  for  Wealth  or  Ho¬ 
nour  ;  but  what  we  have  ,to  ask,  ’tis  all 
compriz’d  in  this  one  Wifh,  The  Empe¬ 
ror's  long  Life.  ’Tis  nor  a  new  Requeft 
we  make,  for  you  preferv’d  and  faved  him 
from  the  Jaws  of  a  moft  merciJefs  Deftr oy¬ 
er  :  Nor  could  he,  when  the  higheft  Ce¬ 
dars 
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dars  trethbled,  who  exceeded  all  of  theni 
in  height,  have  flood,  but  by  the  Divine 
Affiftance.  ’Twas  his  good  Fohuneto  be 
overloi  k’d  by  a  wicked  Prince,  who  could 
not  but  receive  the  beft  regards  from  a 
good  one.  Thou  gaveft,  O  Jupiter,  a 
fignal  Tedimony  of  thy  Approbation  of 
him,  when  as  he  went  forth  to  the  Army 
thou  didft  receive  him  into  thine  own 
Care  and  Patronage.  Thy  Opinion  of 
him  was  pronounc’d  by  Nerva  i  thou  didft 
inake  choice  of  him  to  be  to  him  a  Son,  to 
us  a  common  Parent,  and  to  thy  felf  the 
Chief  and  Higheft  of  thy  Priefthoodo' 
Wherefore  with  greater  Confidence  I  will 
repeat  thofe  Prayers,  and  in  the  felf-fame 
manner  as  he  the  Emperor  allows,  Thai 
if  he  governs  well  the  Empire ,  and  to  the  puh- 
lick  Benefit  of  dll.  Fir  ft,  that  thou  wouldfl 
prelerve  him  both  to  us  and  to  our  Chil¬ 
dren  after  us.  Next,  when  thou  fhalc 
appoint  another  to  fucceed  him,  whether 
he  begets  or  breeds  him,  may  he  be  like  him~ 
felf  at  his  Adoption  :  Or  it'  Fate  or  Nature 
fhall  deny  him  this,  Do  thou  afjift  him  iri 
his  Choice  ;  and  fhevv  him  fuch  a  Per  fori  as 
may  deferve  to  be  adopted  in  the  Capitol. 

To  you,  my  Noble  Lords,,  how  rhuch 
and  greatly  I’m  oblig’d,  it  will  reiriain  re¬ 
corded  in  the  publick  A&s  and  .(MoiJu» 
jotrents  of  the  State*  You  have  all  of  yori 
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been.pleafed  to  exprefs  yoar  ample  Appro¬ 
bation  of  our  modeft  and  peaceable  De¬ 
meanor  both  as  Tribunes  and  ,  as  Praters ; 
and  alfo  in  thofe  other  Offices  by  you  em- 
jbib*d  us  for  the  Defence  of  our  Allies. 
You  have  approv’d  of  my  particular  Beha¬ 
viour  in  the  Confulfhip  with  that  favoura¬ 
ble  regard  towards  me,  that  I  (hall  ever 
think  my  felf  oblig’d  to  return  my  utmoft 
Thanks,  and  to  endeavour  to  deferve  your 
good  Opinion.  Nay  I  /hall  ever  think  thofe 
Men  deferve  Pref  erments  whom  1  fee  you  ad¬ 
vance.  I  pray  you  only  furthermore  to 
favour  my  prefent  Purpofesj  and  to  believe 
that  tho  1  began  to  be  employ’d  under  that 
mofl:  infidious  Emperor Domit tan, before  he 
had  yet  profeft  his  Enmity  to  all  good  Men, 
fj  foon  as  he  declar’d  his  impious  Meaning 
I  gave  over;  and  when  1  faw  what  Courfes 
Men  mu/l  take  to  gain  Preferments,  1  chofe 
rather  for  the  prefent  to  fit  fill >  and  wait 
with  Patience.  If  in  ill  times  I  was  to  be 
accounted  one  amongft  the  Sad  and  Fear¬ 
ful,  now  in  better  I  may  be  enumerated 
among  the  Fortunate  and  Happy.  Laftly* 
my  Noble  Lords,  I  ask  your  Favour  and 
Permiffion  to  exprefs  the  Love  and  Duty  I 
ow  a  good  Prince,  fo  much  the  rather  be- 
eaufe  1  was  obnoxious  to  a  bad  one.  I  ever 
fliall  retain  that  Reverence  and  that  Re- 
fpe£t  for  all  of  you*  as  not  to.  affume  or 
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Year  is  finifli’d ;  but  ablya^ fliMll  I  efidea* 
vour  to  behave  my  felf,  as  thp: I  appear’d 
nootherwife  before  you,  blit  as  aCJantii* 
date  for  the  Cbnfuilhip.  J 
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